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PREFACE. 



Venezuela lies so much out of the beaten track of 
tourist and traveller, that but little is known in 
Europe of its scenery, its products, or its people. 
A residence of eighteen months in this picturesque 
coontry, full of mineral wealth, and rich in other 
natural resources, yet almost untrodden by the man 
of science, may perhaps be considered sufficient 
apology for this attempt to add to the scanty 
knowledge we possess of a land bordering on British 
Guiana, and opposite to Trinidad, and from which, 
it is more than probable, the meat-supply of our 
West Indian possessions must, sooner or later, be 
derived. 

The materials for this volume were collected by the 
writer during 1871 and 1872, when the Eepublic of 
Venezuela was gliding into peace, after twenty-five 
yeaiB of continued civil war and trouble. During his 
residence in the country he was in treaty with the 
Government for several important mining conces- 



viii PREFACE. 

Bions, which naturally brought him into close rela- 
tiona with the ruling powers, and afforded him 
opportunitiea of acquiring accurate information from 
sources not generally accessible. 

His memories of places and of the people are 
of the most vivid and endearing character. In 
many of his excursions the author was accompanied 
by the late SeQor Ramon Bolet, an artist of great 
promise, whose early death is a matter of sincere 
sorrow. To his pencil are due moat of the sketches 
from which the iUustrations are taken. The 
remainder are principally copied from drawings 
made on the spot by Mr. Anton Goering, no less 
eminent as a botanist and ornithologist than as a 
lover of the picturesque. 

The valleys of Caricas, of the Tuy, and of Aragua, 
for richness of soil and luxuriance of vegetation, as 
well as for the natural beauty of their scenery, need 
fear no comparison. Strikingly in contrast with these, 
but no less attractive and beautiful, are the mountain 
ranges. To the Peak of Naiguatd, the highest of the 
coast chain, considerable space is devoted in these 
pagee to describe the first ascent to its summit. 

Although the author has chiefly confined himself to 
a record of incidents of travel, he has been desirou.i, 
at the sjime time, of funiUthing a gnicnd outline and 



character of this great South American Eepublic. 
The text gives details of its geography, natural his- 
tory, and political constitution, as well as a sketch 
of the War of Independence, and of the successive 
revolutions, ending with that which seated the 
government of GSeneral Guzman Blanco firmly in 
power. The Appendix consists of an outline of the 
Colonial adniimstration of Venezuela ; of various 
papers relating to natural history, mineralogy, and 
archteology ; and of some documents of a more per- 
sonal character. 

To General Nicanor Bolet Peraza, and to General 
Leopoldo Terrero, the author is indebted for much 
information ; by Dr. A. Ernst of Carficas, he has been 
supplied with a considerable amount of scientific 
data; and Mr. William E. A. Axon, M.R.S.L., has 
rendered most valuable aid, from bis familiarity with 
the language and history of Spfinish America. 



" 3f 3 ^M«f ^^^n* ^^^» & ^\ ^^ f^<"f^ requircb, it if t^f 
t^ing if^i 3 befiret : but if 3 ^aur f)>okfn ffenterlt^ 
& f>axtl% it if t^t 3 coulfc." 
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THE LAND OF ^OLIVAR. 



THE VOYAGE OUT. 

My voyage to Venezuela, although undertaken chiefly 
to benefit my health, impaired by overwork, had also 
an ulterior object, and that was, to look out for any 
valuable mineral deposits which the islands skirting 
the coast might contain. Having spent years of adven- 
ture in California and Arizona, after a lengthened stay 
in Europe, the desire to wander westward again pos- 
sessed me, and I was delighted with the prospect of 
going to a land that had been for twenty-five years 
the scene of almost uninterrupted civil war. The 
condolences of my friends were freely offered, for 
Venezuela had for some time been discredited in 
English eyes, and many reports detrimental to it 
were in circulation. The ignorance respecting the 
country was so universal, that the capital was only 
known to the average Englishman by the advertise- 
ments of " Fry's Caracas Cocoa ; " whilst a British 
Minister, once accredited there, is said to have spent 
two years in a vain search for his destination. 



2 THE LAND OF BOLIVAR, [Chap. i. 

1 left Southampton on the 3(1 of February 1871 by 
the " Seine," one of the last of the dear old expen- 
sive " ocean-going " i^addle-steamers. These safe and 
ccjmfortable boats have, in the march of progress and 
improvement, given way to the rakish, rolling, rol- 
locking screw, unsafe and uncomfortable, the veritable 
steam sea-serpent of the nineteenth century. Economy 
lieiug the order of the day, it is not to be expected 
tliat ships which burn eighty tons of coal in twenty- 
four hours will be tolerated, even though they are the 
best sort of sea-boats in " dirty weather," when it has 
been practically proved that this quantity can be 
"screwed" down to thirty tons. 

Most i)assengors are very proud of being on friendly 
terms with the captain, but those who are wise wiU 
cultivate the acquaintance of the head-steward, and 
thus add greatly to their own enjoyment. Our cap- 
tain — Moir, of the "Trent" affair — although a strict 
disciplinarian, was al)le not only in a masterly manner 
to manage his ship, I)ut found time to see that the 
heli)less passengers intrusted to his care were made 
as happy as possible, which is more than can be said 
of every captain in the sei'vice of the Royal Mail 
Company. Owing to his genial good-nature, all on 
l)()ar(l went "merry as a marriage bell." On the 
quarter-deck, " weather pemiitting," young and old 
every evening (accompanied by tlie carpenter and liis 
classical fiddle), with dance and song, chased the 
flviiic: hours. 

On tlie sixth day out W(i sighted tlie Azores, or 
Western Islands, those grand sentinels of the Atlantic, 
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which, rooted in mid-ocean, raise their proud heads 
above the almost infinite expanse of waters, and seem 
to separate the hemisphere, which has had its day, 
from its more juvenile competitor in the west. The 
snow-tipped summit of Pico glittered white and 
brilliant in the sunshine, whilst all below it waa 
wrapped in dark masses of clouds which moved 
along the side of the mountain. The height of Pico 
is 7613 feet. 

The want of occupation is apt to make long voyages 
very dull, but fortunately I had plenty of employ- 
ment, for, with the aid of OUendorfs " Spanish 
Method," I managed to fill up all spare moments. 

The only incident which disturbed the even tenor 
of my way on board the " Seine," was one that left a 
very vivid impression on my mind. We were Hear- 
ing the tropics, and the sea, in its calm stillness, had 
put on that painted-ocean appearance so common in 
these latitudes. The air had been hot and sultr^', 
and the deck above the grand saloon (as if to prove 
the fallacy of science in doggedly insisting that wood 
is a bad conductor of caloric), was dealing down, with 
profuse liberality, the accumulated heat absorbed 
during a long and cloudless day. Dining at five 
o'clock in the afternoon, under such circumstances, 
assumed the character of a strictly formal ceremony, 
and in consequence, as night drew on, a stiff appetite 
developed itself. It was appeased by the demolition 
of innumerable sandwiches ; and a walk on deck, 
solaced by the narcotic weed so much used as a time- 
killer, closed the evening. Soon after I was com- 
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fortably ensconced in my berth, and in a few minutes 
rntcrcd dreamland. 

My sleep was heavy, but a crashing blow on the 
v(»s.s('rs side partly restored me to consciousness. 
Tlu* concussion seemed to have driven a hole in the 
ship, and the gurgling, rushing sound, made by the 
water a« it forced its way in, was fearfully distinct. 
Sp(dll)ound and l>reatldess I listened; backwards and 
fiirwards outside my cabin door went hurried foot- 
steps. The commotion increased; loud and stem 
were X\w voices of the officers giving orders; then for 
a moment all was still, the big engines having ceased 
their action. The l)oiler fires had been put out. Door 
after door of the adjoining state-rooms was opened, 
aii<I terror-stricken })assengers poured forth, and were 
heard anxiously discussing the fearful news that the 
vessel was gradually sinking. I made prodigious 
efiods to rise, Imt could not; to shout, but failed. 
At intervals the voice of the carpenter, who had been 
sent into tin; hold to gauge the depth of water, echoed 
through tin; ship, as inch by inch he announced its 
dreadful ja-ogress. The jmmps were start-ed, but they 
availed notliiuo- to stem \\\\i inrushin<? flood. All 
lielow was now desert(;d, and the dec'k was crowded 
with passengers and crew. One after another the 
lit('l>oats werti lowi-red, eagerly occujaed, and steered 
away from the slii}). The water surged under my 
cabin floor. How soon, alas, would it reach my 
l)ertli ! j\Iy power of hcsaring was terribly acute. 
The last boat, in charge of the captain, was leaving 
llhMloonied ship; an<l as the sj>lasli of oars and tht» 
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voices of the men died away in the distance, my 
agony became iutense. My limbs were powerless, 
my tongue refused utterance ! A profound stillness 
now reigned — Death — grim death stared me in the 
face ; and such a death, abandoned and alone on a 
wide waste of waters I 

The ever-envious flood now stole up the sides of 
my state-room, while seconds seemed years, minutes 
an eternity. It rose till it reached my berth ; it 
touched my face, and receded to the fore part of 
my cabin ; the ship was making its final plunge into 
the dark waters of its ocean grave. The horrors of 
that moment, tlie paralysing agony of being chained 
to death, the terrors of the unfathomcd deep, into 
whose yawning vortex I was hurriedly descending — all 
that was dreadful and cruel in such a fcite I there 
experienced 1 

At last the pent-up agony liurst forth, and with 
a desperate struggle against the impending doom, I 
awoke ! 

" Merciful heavens !" cried I, " is this a dream ? " 

It was indeed 1 Morning was dawning. The 
sailors were already scrubbing the decks. The thud 
of the water from the hose-pipe falling on the roof 
above, and a few drops that had trickled through 
the planks upon my face, accounted for the fearful 
nightmare which had possessed me. 

Sleep had fled, but it was not until the steward 
came in to say that my bath wiis ready that my 
equanimity was restored. 

At a later date, this "terror of the night," in one 
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of hia darksome prowlings, again attempted to vio- 
timise me, but the effort was vain. 

On the 1 8th instant we came in sight of the \ 
island of Sombrero, on which there ia a lighthouse,* 
and large works for the extraction of phosphate of Ume, ■ 
Extensive beds of this mineral formerly existed here. I 
The surface crop having become extinct, the present, 
supply is obtained by divers from a depth of froa 
twenty to thirty feet. In consequence of the exhaiM 
tion of the superficial deposits, the property was coifc 
sidered to be of comparatively little value, and onljil 
fetched in the London market _^i 10,000 I The ship 
loading showed that there was some business beir 
done. 

At noon the same day we passed in quick sue-] 
cession several groups of the Virgin Islands. 
although not ill-favoured, were destitute of thof 
blooming graces the name wimld lead one to expect^ 
The change of season from tropical moisture to t 
tinual ai-idity, in this part of the Antilles, is alteri 
the character of these isles ; once fertile and luxuriant^ 
they are now almost hare and barren. 

In the evening the " Seine" anchored in the bay of St. J 



* On a Bulmeqntnt voya)^ to the West Indies, we had an exan^U d 
llie f(iTeksowled},'e of modem nautical scieocK. We bad paaaeil c 
lUe broad Alinntic without fleein;! a Bpeek of lanJ, when (i 
atarllKbt night, m I walkcil tbe deck with tbe Captain (Con 
Revett of the "Nile" S.S.), he ««id, "We must have Sombrero 1 
now." Sweeping the horizon with a powerful glass, Uiere wai 
to be seen ; but Bending a nutn ntoft, he at once cried out, " Light olT tl 
port l)Ovr." 'i'he vesser* courae "Was never changed. Ab though dniwi 
by a magnet, nhe liiul gone strHi^ht to tlie B|Hit. What would the n ' 
nuvi«atiir8, i)ainfully groping their way, havi- tliought of such a feni '( 
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Thomas. It is a beautifully secluded spot ; — too much 
BO indeed — for it aeemed as if no breeze of heaven 
could gain access to it ; and it is here that the almost 
vertical and burning rays of a tropical sun often 
generate disease and death. On approaching the 
harbour two guns were fired from the " Seine," and 
presently a boat, bearing the Danish flag, and manned 
by sis sturdy negroes, brought the health officer 
alongside. After a brief conversation with our captain 
and doctor, he pulled off; and immediately after- 
wards the yellow flag was run up to the masthead, 
and, to the consternation of all the pjisseugers, the un- 
pleasant truth flashed out that one of the ship's petty 
officers was down with smallpox. In consequence 
we were all condemned to the horrors of quarantine. 

Cut oflF from all communication with the town, 
except by fumigated dispatches quickly interchanged 
between the " Seine " and a shore-boat, we felt that 
we were harshly treated. There was not the slightest 
appearance of an epidemic ; the man who was bad had 
come on board ill, but the disease had not spread. 
He, the only person who had the smallpox, was 
landed, whilst aU the sound and healthy ones were 
deprived of that privilege. Those who were going no 
further than St, Thomas did penance in a hulk out- 
side the harbour ; but, happily for them {as we after- 
wards learned), before the expiration of the official 
term of their imprisonment, the poor unfortunates 
were liberated by their gaol-house drifting on shore 
during a heavy gale. The remainder escaped in 
various colonial lioats, and these having received 



clearance papers before the arrival of the " Seine,* 
could not be detained. The poor ft;Ilow who was th^ 
cause of our distress died in a very short time after-! 
landing. Some of the pasaengers repented greatly 
of the imprecations they had heaped upon the head of j 
the Governor of St. Thomas, when they learned that, J 
he was found dead in his hath a few days afterwards.* 

Although there were several courses open to me to J 
get to La Guayra, they were all alike inconvenient^ 1 
There was no possibility of making the voyage inl 
comfort ; the best that could be aimed at was to bit | 
upon the least evil. One way was to go into qua- j 
rantine, and then take the next packet from St. i 
Thomas to La Gua3Tu; but human nature could- 1 
scarcely endure the prospect of fifteen days' imprison- T 
ment in a hulk, minus the consciousness of having J 
committed a crime. This was clearly out of th»J 
question whilst any other course remained open, 
more agreeable plan suggested itself, which was i 
going by the "Seine" to Santa Marta or Cartagena^ 1 
and attempting to catch one of the steamers trading J 
along the coast of the Spanish mainland, from Coloal 
en route for the Brazils or Europe. A third plan wae 
to proceed to Barbadoes, there to wait for the Liver^ 

* I visiteil SL TIiDinaH two years later. It is true tliat men dtuly^J 
bleed and liie in the ra|'i<l ruoc for riuhttn, but to fully realue what tl 
curned thirat for ({old will inipi-1 uii-n to endiire, it is aeceswity ti 
liiistcreii mid alinoat barren rocks of tliis ieland, with its "HispaiK 
Dsno-Niggeiy-Yunkeedoodle population," who live by petty trafiick" 
uD its burning aides, undeterreil by storm or heat, and having the dailm 
jiriiepf^l of o fate, worse than that whith overtook the tw 
cilios now resting deep down beneath tin- heavy waters of the Di-ad 
Hen. 
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pool packet bound for the Republic ; and this last was 
ultimately adopted, though not decided upon until 
the failure of an attempt to get direct to La Guayra, 
At the London office of the Royal MaU Company it 
was stated that a small steamer waited at St. Thomas 
to take on the Venezuelan passengers and mails ; but 
this was fake. As other travellers had been served 
in the same manner, it would appear that the Com- 
pany were guUty of systematic deception. The little 
Venezuelan mail-schooner which was there could not 
be perauaded to come alongside, nor could any of the 
trading vessels be induced to do so, although a pre- 
mium of a hundred dollars was offered. 

Having finally decided to proceed to Barbadoes by 
the " Amo," one of the colonial boats of the R. M. 
Company, I gladly took my departure from the Bay 
of St. Thomas on the 20th of February, and we were 
soon steaming inside the crescent of islands form- ■ 
ing the N.E. boundary of the Caribbean Sea. We 
passed St. Christopher (St. Kitts) * and Nevia, two 

■ Sulweijuently I had an opporiunity of seeins St, Kitta at closer 
quarters during wn inspection of the Salt Pond Estate (tlie property of 
Sir Robert Biiwo), which is situated at its Bonth-westem extremity. 
As there are no other salt-ponds of value in the island, and, moreover, 
■s thow on this estate are well known in the Antilles, on account of 
their size and capabilities of priHluctinn, they are worth a passing notice. 
I c[uote from a |Miln|ihlet of my ovm : — 

" The largest pond, near the centre of the estate, is about three and a 
half miles in cin:miiference, w ith a superficial area of about 344 acres ; 
and it is here thai wilt is obtained. TIiih pond, which is calle<l ' Grwtt 
Salt Pond,' is connected by a narrow canal with another pond called 
' Little Salt Pond,' The latter is in direct connection with the sea, 
wlience it receives the waler, which liere becomes primarily concen- 
trated by eviipnration, before l*inf{ allnwed to flow into ' Great Salt 
I'onii,' when; it becomes still more conceutraled by the same process. 
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noted sugar islands, and then on our starboard we 
saw the island of Redonda.* 

and fonns a crystal deposit of salt at the bottom of this reservoir, vary- 
ing from two to four inches in thickness, according to climatic changes. 
Each annual inch deposit of salt is computed to yield a crop of 225,000 
barrels, or 25,000 tons. 

I have had a sample of the salt analysed, and the following is the 
result : — 

Chloride of sodium 97*84 

Sulphate of soda '36 

« f cLv\?£ »•• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• X ^/O 



Total 99*88 

It will thus be seen that the salt is almost absolutely pure." 

* I visited Redonda on the 29th of May 1873, K***"g there in a 
schooner kept to supply the mineral phosphate workers thi-reon with 
provisions and tools. It is one of the Leeward Islands, situated in lat. 
1 6*55 N. and long. 62*23 W. It is a " high, round, barren, uninhabited 
rock," rising into five peaks, of which the two highest are in the centre. 
To the sea it presents the most dreary aspect, its sides being formed of 
frowning precipices and yawning chasms. It is almost inaccessible, and 
a very dangerous place for vessels from the lack of any shelter in 
case of a hurricane. Rising steeply from the deep, it attains a height of 
about 800 feet. The length of the island is about three-quarters of a 
mile, and its greatest breadth about one-eighth of a mile. Vegetation is 
very sciuity ; so rsire are plants and flowers, that one might almost call 
its flora non-existent. The fauna is more extensive, though it comprises 
only birds (of which there are four to five species), lizards, iguanitas, and 
some other creeping things after their kind. There is an artificial landing- 
place at the south-west comer. To reach the summit of the little bit 
of tablehuid on which is the establishment for the workmen, it is neces- 
sary to scale a ladder of 400 feet. Two wire-ropes have been fixed from 
the top to the water-level, on which all material is transported in 
bucketi^ working thereon. Provisions and water sometimes run sliort 
upon the rock, as everything has to be imi)orted. The hungry looks 
which some of the niggers gave me, caused a slight feeling of tre- 
judation. 

The mineral found is a phosphate of alumina, extremely rich in iron. 
Ten thousand tons or thereabout** have been exported. The remaining 
portiim of the ishind unworked may possibly contain a like quantity of 
phosphate, but I think this is very doubtful. It exists in small clumps, 
lure and there one, chiefly adherent to lai'ge sttmes, which have to be 
removed before the precious deposit can l>e reached. They yield IVoiu 
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During the night we called at Guadelouin; ti> dia- 
charge mails and passengers ; and l»y daylight next 
morning were near the island of Dominica, wliieli is 
one of the loveliest in the West Indies. It« hilly 
sides have a wild appearance, hut right to their 
summits the eye ever and anon rests upou patchew 
of cultivated land. The sugar-cane, the cocoa, the 
orange-tree, and shruljs of troijical foliage, are the 
chief objects of interest, and add, liy th(;ir grai-c of 
form and colour, to the beauty of tlie laiiilrii-ape. 

After a brief stay we proceeded to Port St. Picrie, 
Martinique, a town of 35,000 inhabitants, called, jiud 
justly so, the " Paris of the AntUles." We kuw the 
French mail-steamer going into Port lloyal disiibled, iis 
the Windward Islands had been vL^iited by a very lieav)' 
gale. At this place there are large docks ]>ertainiiig to 
the naval station, Martinique is one of the very few 
tolonial possessions belonging to our goo<l neighl)ours 
beyond the Channel, and, unlike most of their colonies, 
is rich and fertUe, yiehling large and jirofitable cmiiH 
of sugar-cane, the staple i)ro<Iuet of the ishiud. Cotfee 
idso is largely cultivated. The epi<'ure.s of Paris 
consider that the greatest perfection in thnt delicious 

half ft ton to three tonB l^ach, ami tlic nietliiKl uf tritiiHjHirt uf llii» iiuuv- 
rjal fmm uiie jmrt i>t thu rm-k ti> t]i« otlior is ns |iriiiiitivt' m it \* Imrluir- 
own. AfUirlwiiifi put into Uixfs, Imysi-nrry it iipiin tlit-ir lii'iiiin ; in i«iitic 
CHM» it hiiK 111 lie <liim]ieil nnil rdnailtd four or five tiiiiun. Eiiuli ^iiii|; 
of ihei-e iiour CTfiilun-H in uiiciiT tlie cinitrol nf an .ivwrliiokiT, wliu has 
llie hulp of a clave- ■Irivrr'w whi|> in ke.-|iiii(; tli«ii u|i to llieir work ! 

Two large clieiiiicnl firiiiH in tin.- Norlli or Eii^'lnnil linve lic-eii 
"cluaiiBil out" of/ioo.ooo, in vain atti-iiijitH to utilise tlie icrcUlicil 
mineral taken fr-uii tlie mtafire ileiHi»its uf tliin jmivrty-Hricken iil;ii<', 
although, nH in too lUiiial in uilvi'iiiures of tliiH nature, iIik n;^uii(>' or 
nii.iaie men w.-i-e not left witlioiit tlieir profit ! 
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beverage is ol)tained by mixing three parts of Mocha 
with one of green Martinique.* 

The next day we anchored off the town of Bridge- 
town, the capital of Barbadoes, where it was neces- 
sary to wait the arrival of the steamer for La Guayra. 
As far as my limited experience goes, I cannot do 
better than endorse what has been said about the 
people and products of Barbadoes by Trollope. That 
charming writer observes : " Let us say what we will, 
self-respect is a fine quality, and the Barbadians 
certainly enjoy that. It's a very fine quality, and 
generally leads to respect from others. They who have 
nothing to say for themselves will seldom find others 
to say much for them. I therefore repeat what I 
said at first. Btirbadoes is a very respectable little 
island; and considering the limited extent of its 
acreage, it does make a great deal of sugar." 

My time there was spent in the most aimless 
manner, and the dolce four nienie is apt to pall upon 
one\s tiiste; though, with the weather so intensely 
oppressive tis it was in Bridgetown, there was every 
inducement for idleness, and nothing to incite me 
to industry. The mild excitement of watching a 
military cricket-match, or of seeing the daily pro- 
menade of the colonial aristocracy whilst the band 

* The popuhitioii of Marti iii(iue is 135,991. Ah»mt 9400 are whito, 
110,000 iicj^rufs ami coluiiretl pfi-suiiH. 7800 Afiicaii ciiiij^raiits, 8000 
Tinliaii.S and 800 Ohinuse. The size of the ishmd 1898,782 hecUires. Of 
this, 19,565 aiv (le voted to puj;ar. 515 to coffee, 24 to cotton, 330 to 
liUMO, 6 lo tul>acco, and 12,051 tothalof native food stapk's — altogether, 
34.491 hecUires. Tlie ;j:ross value (►f the culture is 14,585,998 francs ; 
tlie co.it, 7,292,999 francs ; the net profit, 7,292,999 francs. The value 
\A ihc capiUil eni[»loved is 78,141,860 francs." 
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was playing in the square, ecarcely sufficed to 
preserve one from tristeza. Whilst on the"Amo," 
many kind invitations were offered me by Barbadian 
paasengers to visit their plantations, and I certainly 
expected to have been called upon by some of them 
during my week's stay at the Albion Hotel (the 
name does not involve any compliment to England) ; 
but once a Barbadian reaches home he is too much 
occupied with spgar to think of anything else. 

The products of Barbadoes are molasses, rum, sugar, 
and negroes, but principally the two last. The density 
of the population will be understood from the fact that 
this little island contains a thousand inhabitants to 
every square mile, whUst Great Britain and Ireland, 
not generally considered to be very sparsely populated, 
have only 250. Barbadous offers facilities greater 
than any other place under the sun for the study of 
sugar and negroes, but for anything else of interest 
to humanity the traveller will seek in vain. The 
people of this island give it the name of " Little 
Britain," which is rather presumptuous on the part of 
a community who have no ideas beyond the culture 
of sugar-canes. There is also a mock modesty in the 
name, for it has been truly said that, in their own 
estimate of relative importance, Barbadoes is repre- 
sented by a hogsliead of sugar, the "West Indies by 
a pumpkin, and all the rest of the world l>y a pea. 
The population of Barbadoes is about 1 50,000 I 

There was plenty of ice to be had, which was 
the only thing that made the place iuhabitalile to 
Europeans. My attempts to see more of the island 
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were attended with disaster. The only coach in the 
town was hired for an excursion, but after two break- 
downs the project was relinquished in despair. 

English, of a sort, is spoken by the uneducated 
whites of Barbadoes, but it is totally incomprehen- 
sible to those who are accustomed to the language of 
Britain. 

Sugar, in its varied ramifications, forms the social, 
moral, political, and religious question ever upper- 
most for public and private discussion, and if a man 
cannot talk sugar he is there condemned to perpetual 
silence. 

Sugar-lands are sold at the rate of about ;^ioo per 
acre. Most of the plantations are heavily mortgaged 
to the exporters, who practically control the trade. 
Many persons bear the name and assume the dignity 
of planters, but enjoy very little of the sweets of the 
business, as their estates are mostly, by mortgage and 
debt, under the thumb of the merchant, who thus 
ensures his export trade, and the poor farmer scarcely 
ever gets out of debt, or becomes anything but the 
nominal owner, with the high - sounding title of 
Sugar-planter. During this visit I went to two 
or three sugar plantations, and had opportunities of 
inspecting the mysteries of the temples dedicated 
to this sacred plant, the god of Barbadian idolatry. 
The process is a very simple one, in which nature 
docs a great deal, and science very little. 

On the 28th of February this week of Barbadian 
purgatory came to an end. The method of escape was 
the " Cuban," a steamer belonging to the West Indian 
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and Pacific Mail Company. She was a vessel of about 
2000 tx)iis burden, and there was one comfortable 
feature about her not found on all ships, and that was 
the absence of any risk of running against a seaman at 
every hand's turn. Has this paucity of sailors any- 
thing to do with the fact that vessels belonging to 
this Company pretty frequently disappear ? * 

Having no desire to encroach on the domains of 
others, this conundrum shall be left to Mr. Plimaoll. 
These vessels are principally freight-boats, running 
about eight to ten miles an hour, and consuming 
daily from eight to ten tons of coal. 

Steaming westerly, we passed the islands of 
Grenada, Los Testigos, La Sola, and Los Frayles ; 
and on the 2d of March Ciime in sight of the con- 
tinent of South America, and arrived at La Guajn-a 
the same afternoon, but we delayed disembarking 
on terra firma until next morning. 

ITie first appearance of La Guayra is very striking, 
and at the same time seems to mark the distinction 
between the works of man and those of nature. 



' The Mancheater " Eveninf,' News " of Octolwr 15, 1872, c 
folluwiii),' obituary notice of the " Culiaii : " — " On Monday luat, or llie 
Wi-»t India and PHcific Couipany'B Tnie steamer 'Cuban,' bound from 
Liverpool to ports in tlie Went Inilies, with n full and vnluabic cargo, 
was eiitei'iii); the pnrt of Borlmdoes, her sliaft broke, and by nonie un- 
accountable mcanR iili]>ped out of the shaft tunnel, Eallintj into the water. 
ImniediRti-ly the water rushed into tlie tunnel, and from thence into the 
eii;;inu-nH)tn, which was soon filK'd 1 and as the sUrarner was beginning 
to fill, her CA|itain lieaclieil her in 27 feet of water, where she fell over 
un her beam ends, filling completely with water. The ' Cubnn ' is an iron 
screw-steamer of [ 197 tons, built in Ilebbum, by Leslie, in 1S65, and 
lias two comimmid engines of 1 20 horse power. She was couininndeil 
by Captain U. S. Sandrey." 
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Rising high from the ocean are the mighty moun' 
and at fheir foot rests the town, looking strangely 
insignificint by contrast with them. As the ej^ 
dwells upon the entire [licture, the little town seems 
to cling to the rocks, as though afraid some sudden 
motion might cast it into the sea. One might fancy 
the mountains cruel giants, and La Guayra a pleading,, 
suppliant clasping their feet. 

1 crossed the surf in a boat, and landed at the pier, 
where some little dexterity is require to select a 
favourable spot for miUdng the necessary leap upon 
the shore. Friendly hands were stretched out to 
grasp mine, and I found myself upon the landing-' 
stage. This is a handsome covered promenade, ftiU 
of bustle and business, and graced once or twice a day 
by the presence of the belles of the town, when it be- 
pomes a perfect garden of beauty. My baggage was, 
taken to the Aduana, or custom-house, and was sooi 
surrounded by a crowd of oificjals, who, seeing that 
the new-comer was a foreigner and an Englishman, 
were extremely ci\Tl, and took in very good part my 
desperate attempts to utilise the knowledge of Spanish 
which I had " worked np " on the passage. It was a 
great disappointment to find that my very bi 
phrases and idiomatic turns, which had been expected^ 
to excite envy, were not understood ; wliilst to com- 
pensate, the reveune-oftieers talked a ilialeet of 
Spanish quite unintelligible to me. Seeing that \ 
was making very heavy weather of it, a Venezuelan, 
Mr. R. P. Syers, standing by, who had been educated 
in England, came to the rescue, and Iur frit-iidly 



I 
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assistance enabled me to arrange matters. All my 
packages were readily passed, except a fowling-piece, 
which waa rated at a very high figure, as, in con- 
sequence of the civil war, it was not considered wise 
to encourage the indiscriminate importation of such 
dangerous instruments.' 

The Aduana is a two-storied edifice, with walls 
strong and thick enough to be both bomb and 
earthquake proof. Some pretensions to architectural 
effect have been achieved, but its constructors were 
chiefly guided by utilitarian motives. The com- 
modious stores, occupying the whole of the building 
on the ground floor, make it admirably adapted for 
a custom-house. It is situated at an easy elevation 
from the wharf, and connected with it by a tramway. 
Running in front of the buUding is an awning fixed 
on pillars, rendering its alcoves delightfully cool and 
pleasant. Like most of the large houses, it is built 
in the old Spanish style. In the centre is a gateway, 
by which is gained admittance to the courtyard ; 
round it are the storerooms. A grand staircase leads 
to the upper story, which forms the residence of the 
Adtianero, or chief of the custom-house. A suite of 
rooms are set apart for the use of the President when 
he visits the port. The Aduana is a busy place, for 
it is the most important one in the Republic, and its 
able staff of officials pass through their hands a large 
quantity of merchandise. This branch of the public 

* A few ilaya nfl,erwHrda the gun wus sent to me in Caiicaa, accom- 
panied by a courtvoiis note fmm Sefior J. R Telle, the acting chief of 
ihe ciiHlniii-lionBC. A mei-cty nominal import iluty liail been charged. 
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service has been greatly unproved since the preseut \ 
Government came into power. It is the " goldmakera' 
village," where are mauufactiired the sinews of war. 
To obtain possession of this Aduana has been the 
object of several attempted revolutions. Many a 
restless spirit has had bis cupidity excited, and has 
bred disturhanees, in order to get the adminiatration 
into his own hands. 

Seeking my way to the Hotel Neptuno, I found it 
to be a large deep straggling buililing, looking hungry 
enough to eat up all the traveller who ventured near 
it. The entrance from the street is into a courtyard, 
whence numerous staireases lead ofi", in the most un- 
accountable way, to the various parts of the edifice. 
The number, vai-iety, and intensity of the stenches 
striking the olfactory nerves was truly wonderful. 
Tliey were perhaps interesting from a scientifie point 
of view, but somewhat opposed to one's notions of 
comfort. It was indeed vain to think of taking ease 
in such a woe-begone place. It was as picturesque as 
dirt and disorder could make it. Any one thinking 
of keeping an hotel as it should be kept, could not do 
better than inspect this one, and then go and not 
do hkewise, but in everj-thing diametrically opposite. 
The Euroi>eans who cater for the guests have no doubt 
found it profitable, but as they ofier no quid pro quo 
to the traveller by and on whom they live, we are 
justified in thus stating the exact truth about their 
caravansary, and our verdict is that of the entire 
Venezuelan travelling pubUo. Whilst at lunch in this 
elegant eHtablisbment, 1 wjis fortunate ennugh to make 
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the acquaintance of General Antonio B. Barbosa of 
Nueva Barcelona, whose intimacy was of great service 
to me afterwards. He had travelled in Europe, and 
at once, in recognition of the hospitality of the Old 
World, offered his services to pilot me about until I 
got the bearings of the place. In the evening he took 
me round to visit some of the leading families of the 
town, and first to the house of General Victor 
Rodriguez, where I there had my introduction to 
Venezuelan society. The General was a conspicuous 
actor in the late revolution, and bore upon his person 
indelible proofs of having mingled in the battle fray. 

The town of La Guayra owes its origin to the 
quarrel between an ancient Spanish governor and the 
inhabitants of a now defunct pueblo.* Losada, the 
founder of Caracas, in 1568 established the ciudad 
(city) of CaravaUeda, to which, shortly afterwards, 
the Spanish Cabinet granted considerable privileges of 
self-government. For eighteen years the city throve 
exceedingly, and was one of the most prosperous in 
the colony; but in 1586 the governor of Venezuela, 
Don Luis de R6jas, a man of tyrannical disposition, 
attempted to arrogate to himself the power of appoint- 
ing its rulers. The remonstrances of tlie citizens 
were met by force. The magistrates whom he nomi- 
nated soon found themselves in the awkward predica- 
ment of having no one to rule ! 

Rather than submit, the inhabitants had abandoned 
their houses and fields, and wandered off, some to 
Valencia, and others to various parts of the coast. 

■ Sue Ajipcmiix A,, " ,\iicii;iit History rif Vuiiemcli-" 
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The successor of "eZ tirano R6jas" endeavoured to 
persuade them back again, but in vain. Afterwards, 
as a port was necessary, the vUla of La Guayra was 
founded, and is now the chief port of the Republic in 
commercial importance, although it offers the mini- 
mum of maritime advantages. 

La Guayra is from twenty to thirty feet above the 
sea-level, and has a climate which the natives say is 
calido y sano. On the first point there can be no 
dispute; La Guayra is certainly one of the hottest 
places on earth.* As to its healthiness, it has become 
a regular resort of the people of Caracas, who come to 
it for hygienic purposes. 

The port of La Guayra consists of an open road- 
stead, and a coast which makes a slightly tortuous 
curve between Cabo Blanco and Caravalleda. This 
affords no protection against the winds. The east 
appears to be most prevalent. Sometimes the west 
has a turn ; whilst in the rainy season there are, at 
times, veritable hurricanes from the south-west. 

There is a breakwater, which was originally in- 

• Captain Robert Todd, of the Venezuelan navy, subsequently told 
me that the intense heat of La Guayra had once been very strongly 
impressed upon his mind. He dreamed that the mayordomo of the 
infernal regions was showing him all the ins and outs of the palace of 
perpetual pain, and he found that the common report as to the tropical 
character of its climate, so far from being an exaggeration, fell very 
sliort indeed of the dread reality. After wandering about for some 
time watching all the torments of the realms of Pluto, they came to a 
room where a group of men were playing cards, and evidently enjoying 
themselves immensely. " How is it," asked Todd, " that these are 
looking so cool and comfortable, whilst all the others are suflfering such 
buming torture ?" " They are from La Guayra ! " answered the muyor- 
d(mw. 
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tended for harbour purposes, but unfortunately it is 
oa much too small a scale to be uvailHl)le iu that 
way. The contractor was a " smart Yankee," who 
was to be paid when a ship eoulcl take shelter beliind 
it. One vessel did reach thi» place of refuge. 8he 
was the first, and the last I It is not alt^igether 
useless, as it serves to break in some m(!iisure the 
force of the waves rolling in from the north-east, 
thus &cilitatiug the loading and discharging of the 
lighters at the wharf. An efficient breakwater would 
be very difficult to construct here, owing to the con- 
tinual silting up of the sand. A pier canied out 
into deep water has been suggcfitcd, t)ut tlie eternal 
roll and heavy swell of the mar de leva would prevent 
vessels lying alongside. A stcam-cruue, with & long 
sweep, placed at the end of the whaif, would be » 
great improvement, and aid very considerably in th(! 
unloading of boats. The present slow, laborious, 
and dangerous method eould thfin I)e di-speused with 
entirely. 

The city of La Guayra is traversed by a river 
(flowing directly to the sea), crossed by bridges, 
which are amongst the finest ornaments of the tnwn. 
There is a good covered market of recent conatnic- 
tion, and four public fountains ; one of these is on 
the Plaza, or Alameda, wliich has a grove of almen- 
drones planted about it. 

There are two churches ; that of San Juan dc Dios 
is a modem erection, due to tlic pious enthusiasm of 
recent years. The plans were drawn by a foreign 
engineer, and a ercditable amount of interest was 



taken m the project by both native and foreign 
residents, who exerted themselves in various ways to 
obtain the money needed for its conatruetion. As a 
hint to eh urcli -builders at home, it may be added 
that amongst the various voluntary committees and 
societies organised to help on this good work, was 
one which gave theatrical entertainments in aid ot 
the fund. This was, indeed, vindicating the claims 
of the stage as an agent of morality. The theatre 
was thus converted into the handmaid of reUgion. 
It would, perhaps, be too curious to inquire what 
pieces wore played, or if they had any affinity with 
the innocent and edifying dramas so long popular on 
the Parisian boards.* 

The church of San Juan de Dios, although simple 
in its architectural form, is considered to be one of the 
finest built in the Republic during the present century. 

Other important public buildings are the Aduana 
already mentioned, the station for the coast-guard, 
and the residence of the ciiptain of the port. There 
are also tlieatres, a powder magazine ; and many forti- i 
fications, which have, to a large extent, been aban- 
doned. The prisons of Las Bobedas are well known, 
by sad experience, to many of the political agitators of i 



* It niiiy lie tliU it vrns from a different nintive that this theatrical 
lud wiu aucvphjil. Or old tlie Jewa were told to spoil the Egyptiaim, 
uiid of more modem times we have thuae aueodotes : — " Wlien Jomea 
Ri]«8ellLowull,in Italy, askeil one who aolicitedaid,' Why do jou apply 
to a heretic I ' the aiiBwei was, * Oh, yuur money is purfectly orthoilox.' 
And when nn agent of an evangelical college was otked by a fdlow- | 
believer why he called upon Unitarinna with his subBcription book, he 
IK said It have repliB<1, ' It is always ri((ht to tnke the devil's vrntt 
turn the Lord's niiiP'" 
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the BepublJa The commerce of La Gim\Ta gives the 
town an importance which is gradually transforming 
its aspect ; many pnblic improvements are being 
made, and old buildings replaced by newer and more 
handsome structuies. 

My aojonm in La Guayra was verj- short, owing to 
a natural desire to reach the capital, distant twenty- 
one miles. The coach rood to Caracas is a pictures- 
que mountain-way, skirting one side of the Quebrada 
de Tipe. Its great fault is, that in one place a rise of 
five hundred feet is foUowed by a descent of the same 
extent;* whilst a continued gradual ascent could 
have been made at less cost. With that exception, 
and a few intervals of roughness, the road is a magni- 
ficent piece of engineenog, much better than ninc- 
tenths of the highways in the United States. It 
was very refreshing, after the intense heat of La 
Gua)rra, to feel the cool mountain Ijreezc ; but the 
jolting of the coach, over the rough parts of the road, 
took away the keen enjojTnent of the beauties of the 
landscape, which would other«ise no doubt have been 
felt. Notwithstanding the exquisite pleasure afforded 
by the glorious views at every turn of the road, it 
was with a feeling of relief that Caracas was at last 
reached. 

* It !■ ssid tbat the engineer of the road was inteieated in some land 
near the iniiiniit of the riae. 



CHAPTER II. 

CARACAS : CHURCHES, STATISTICS, AND SPANISH IDIOMS. 

" Why hath man raised to Thee his crumbling temples, 
Which pass away like drifting clouds above, 
When Thy pure worship was in bright examples 
Of holy Charity, sweet Peace, and Love ? 

'* Let man go forth to the primeval forests, 
Their clustered solitudes, their leafy isles, 
And list the voices of Thy feathered chorists. 
Their grateful hymn, in which no art beguiles ! 
• •••.• 

" There are meet shrines amid their pomp cathedral, 
And rich mosaics where the reverent knee 
May bend, O God, in faithful fervour federal. 
In homage pure, with prostrate heart, to Thee ! " 

Anonymous. 

Leaving England very suddenly, I had not provided 
myself with letters of introduction, but expected some 
to be sent on after me. Mr. R. T. C. Middleton, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Chargd d' Affaires and Consul- 
General (now Resident Minister), to whom I afterwards 
delivered a letter from Lord Granville, gave me much 
information about Venezuela and the Venezuelans, 
having profited by the opportunities afforded in his 
diplomatic career for obtaining a thorough know- 
ledge of the Spanish character. He was familiar alike 
with Madrid and Mexico, and in the latter republic 
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during the closing scenes of the Maximilian tragedy 
was the only foreign representative in its capital. 

The consulate and Mr. Middleton's residence were 
both at the Hotel Saint Amand, commonly called by 
the natives " Posada de los Embaj adores," as some- 
times four or five foreign Ministers were to be found 
residing in it. The building was commodious, two 
stories high, and strong enough to present a bold front 
to a first-class earthquake. The entrance from the 
street was by a wide portal leading into a courtyard, 
or patio ^ in the centre of which was a little garden 
enclosed by railings, and filled with tropical shrubs 
and plants. The balconies running round the court- 
yard were decorated by the daughter of the landlady 
with baskets of orchids, and native creepers trained 
to grow along trcllis-work. These floral arrange- 
ments displayed much good taste, and added greatly 
to the beauty of the place and to the enjoyment of its 
inhabitants. Facing the main entrance on the first 
floor was the large public dining-room, whilst the 
portion of the balcony immediately above the 
entrance, and in front of the doors of the British 
Legation, formed an open space where the visitors, 
while smoking their cigarros and drinking their 
coffee after dinner, had a comfortable lounge. The 
hotel was very well kept, clean and orderly, with 
a good table, and every disposition on the part of the 
landlady and her charming daughter, the demoiselle 
Henrietta St. Amand, to make their guests thoroughly 
comfortable. This place was my headquarters during 
the entire time of my stay in Venezuela, and my 
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testimony will confii-m what haa been said by others, 
that it ia the best hotel on the Spanish mainland, or 
in the West Indies, the very antithesis of the one in 
La Guayra.* 

My first business was to negotiate some bankers' 
credits, and on the recommendation of Mr. Middleton, 
I went to the office of Messrs. Leseur, Romer, & Co. 
This is one of the half-dozen leading business houses 
of Cardcas ; it has branch establishments in various 
parts of the Republic, and one in Hamburg, I was 
kindly received by Mr. John R. Leseur, the senior 
partner, who offered me the use of his office, which 
was conveniently situated on the Plaza de Bolivar, 
next to the Government House. This act of courtesy 
I gladly accepted ; and aa Leseur was what in Engf- 
land we call a " good fellow," we soon became friends. 
Of European parentage, he was born in the island 
of Curazao, and speak.'? perfectly five languages. His 
amiable character, uniform courtesy, and sympathetic 
disposition made him popular with every one. Whilst 
keeping clear of the complications of political parties, 
he was the friend of all who were Venezuelans. Few 
men have done so much unobtrusive good in Caracas. 
After a quarter of a century's residence he had not an 
enemy in the place. Messra. Gosewisch and Becker, 
junior partners in the house, cordially aided their chief, 
and from them also I received much consideration. 
Under their auspices I became acquainted with the 



4 



* I re){ret to saj that SefSora St. AmEHid is Bince denil, to llie grief 
many who appreciated her kindly dispoBition ; the d.'iuijhrt^r 
married to the young diplomate of the Saiyunlil uxpeditinii. 
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Secretary of State, and the Minister of War and 
Marine. Both of these high functionaries, in a con- 
versation I had with them, expressed their conviction 
that peaee ere long would be restored to the country, 
as the Government was d;iily gaining in strength 
ander the wise statesmanship of the President. 




[Events afturwanls proved that the final struggle Wfis 
a more pi-otraoted one than they expected; the 
country had to undergo another " baptism of fire," 
before the angel of peace, " with healing in her wings," 
ruled for a pciiud the destinies of the Republic.] 
U did not take long to find out the inconveniences 



attending civil war. lu the disturbed state of the 
country, the soldiers who patrolled the town and, 
guarded the cuarteles were very particular as to 
passengers in the streets by night. The English 
Minister gave me the countersign, which was to say 
first, " Fatria," and second, " Fedeixd;" but the 
somewhat novel experience of being challenged, on 
passing one of these places, must have disarranged J 
my ideas, for in reply to their challenge I responded 
merely, " All right," which was of no avail. Indul- 
gence was craved for a few moments, and the given 
words having been nmmiaged out from the lumber- 
room of memory, they were used in their proper 
order and sequence, and my way was then pursued 
rejoicingly. An acquaintance of mine had a still 
narrower escape, for being out at night without the 
countersign, he was fired at by the guard, but was 
fortunate enough to escape any serious physical 
damage. In another instance, a Venezuelan soldi* 
had received his orders to challenge by asking, 
" Who goes there I " three times, and tf no response 
was given, then to fire. Whilst on duty at the 
cuartel he heard a footstep, and instead of carrjTng 
out the spirit of his orders, he obeyed them literally ; 
simply cried, " Alto ! Quien vive, tres veces ? " (Stop I 
Who goes there, three times?), and then bang weni 
his musket, to tlie detriment of the pedestrian. 

The capital stands upon what is said to have been 
the bed of a lake, dried up and elevated by the 
action of an earthquake. There is nothing Indian 
alK)Ut CVirdeas except its name ; no trace Is left, 
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the present city, of the hardy race who inhabited 
this beautiful valley before the advent of Don Diego 
de Losada. A grammar of the language of the abori- 
gines was printed in 1683, but the book is now 
extremely rare.* From a limited knowledge of Tam- 
anak words, I judge that the Cumanagota has a 
close affinity to it. If Father Ruiz Blanco's dictionary 
may be trusted, the warlike Cumanagotos had neither 
Grod nor devil. 

The climate of Caracas is a perpetual spring, and 
although, like all tropical regions, sometimes liable to 
sudden and unexpected changes of temperature, it is 
remarkably healthy. The atmosphere is clear, and 
the air pure and delicious. Situated as it is 3000 feet 
above the level of the sea, at the entrance to a fertile 
valley, and surrounded by lofty mountains, the scenery 
affords varied landscapes, alike pleasing to the eye 
and suggestive to the imagination. The average 
temperature is about 70° — a gentle summer heat. No 
capital near the equator is so well placed as Cardcas 
for climate and proximity to the coast, t 

The city, very regular in its structure, is composed 
of about two score of streets, half of them running 
fix)m N. to S. and half from E. to W., thus form- 
ing over 1 50 distinct blocks. The houses are gene- 
rally in the Spanish-American style, single story, 
with courtyard, or patio. Four rivers traverse the 

* By the kindness of the late Sefior Ramon Bolet I possess a copy. 
The title-page will be found in Appendix Q., No. 245. 

t Dr. Ernst, by a series of comparisons of barometric readings, 
calculated by various formulas, has determined the height of Caracas 
to be 3019 feet above the level of the sea. 
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valley auti add to the fertility of tlie soil. Anauco, 
Catuche, Caroata, and GuaLre, into which the others 
run, have been compared to the four streams which 
watered Paradise. Oviedo y Bafioa carries the 
simile further, and likens the city to an earthly Eden. 
The history of Cai-dcaa is intimately connected with 
that of the Republic in general." 

There are twenty churches, all devoted to the 
Roman Catholic confession. The only one of any 
great beauty ia that of Nuestra Seiiora de las 
Mercedes, erected as late as 1857. It is in the Doric 
style, and is said by native critics to be one of the few 
edifices in Caracas in which architectural rule and 
proportion have been regarded. The city has ten 
bridges, three theatres, twenty-two public fountains, 
and eight cemeteries, nix of which are for Roman 
Catholics and two for Protestants. It has also a 
Casa de Misericordia, a military hospital, and various 
other benevolent institutions. The trade of the 
capital is of a very miscellaneous character, and gives 
employment to probably five hundred mercantile and] 
manufacturing cstabbshraents. I 

The population in 1856 was set down at 43,752,1 
and in 1865 was estimated to have reached 60,000; 
but an actual count in 1867 only discovered 47,013. 
Of males over eighteen there were 1 1,309, under that 
age 8564, a total of 19,873. Of the fairer sex there 
were 16,500 who had passed the age of fifteen, and 



* The sketch of tlie colonial hJBtorf, givenin Appendix A., contains k 

notice of itiiiny of the stirririR events coniiectwl with the early hiatnrjT a 
of the city. 
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6946 under it, a total of 23,446. To these add 3694 
" foreigners," sex not stated, and the number of souls 
living in Cantcas at that date was 47,013. Young 
men of engaging manners would have a good chance 
of success here, as there were 13,424 unmarried adult 
females, whose possible sweethearts numbered only 
7999. Excluding the army and those in the hos- 
pitals, the remainder of the population was com- 
posed of 20,495 '^^o could read and write, and 
25,403 who were unable to do so. 

The vital statistics of the town, from the ist of 
July 1870 to 30th June 1871, have been published, 
and are not without interest. The total number of 
births was i62i,of which 827 were males and 794 
females, being in the proportion of 100 to 104. Of 
these, 746 came into the world with the blessings 
of the Church, whilst 875 were bom out of wedlock. 
With few exceptions these couples were living together 
as man and wife, and were so in the sight of Heaven ; 
the only reason for their noncompliance with the 
regulations of the Church being the excessive charges 
of the priests, who made the marriage service a luxury 
beyond the reach of the poor I * Of the illegitimates, 
430 were boys and 445 girls ; the excess of female 
births in this class has been generally noticed. Dur- 
ing the same period 591 males and 685 females died. 
The higher dejith-rate of the females is remarkable, 

* Since mj dejiartun the law Tot civil marriages bas been {nsaeil, 
iiiiil will soon alter thJB anomaly, and reJiic« the tigur«s of illefjitituncy 
tn, at least, tlie truly liberal sluniliird nf tliat of Mine portions of lliu 
lt|'iti<jl] ImI«ii. 



3» 



THE LAND OF BOLIVAR. [Chap. U. ' 



being in the proportion of i "16 to each male. Out 
of loo deaths there were 46 males and 54 females, 
which, curiously enough, is the same proportion as 
that of illegitimate and legitimate births. During the 
twelve months the inhabitants had increased by 345. 
The births were y^%, and the deaths 2*66 per cent., 
which is at the rate of 9 births and 7 deaths for 
every two days. The marriages during the year 
were 213, that m, one for every 200 inhabitants. In 
the first six mouths of the year the deaths wew 
581, in the second half 695, a curious variation."] 
Phthisis was the cause of i8i per cent, of theae 
deaths. 

Ciinleas in 1870-71 had forty educational estab- 
lishmcQts, wherein 11 38 males and 785 females were 
receiving instruction, to which must be added 162 
students at the university, and 50 at the clerical 
training school known as the Seminario Tridentino, 
making a total of 2135. Of this number, 1171 were 
educated at private schools.* Tlie University of 
Car^s is endowed with the rents of the Hacienda of 
Cbuao, supposed to be the finest cacdo plantation in 
the world. Formerly the net revenue from this source 
waa only $8000, but in 1871 the Government resolved 
to terminate their contract with its tenant, and to 
manage it themselves. This change has resulted in a 
large increase of profit, and $20,000 is now received 
annually by the university. 

The Cathedi-al of Cantcas is not worthy of the im- 



' These figiirea .ire taken fmiu ii 
Almanaipie para Tudm, 1871, 



arlitlB hy Dr. A. R''>jiiB 
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portance of the ecclesiastical system of which it is the 
chief temple It is said that after the earthquake of 
1641, the original plan was varied, in order to give 
additional power of resistance to subterranean move- 
ments. As it withstood the terrible disaster of 1812, 
which laid nine-tenths of the town in ruins, it may 
fairly have established its claim to be earthquake- 
proof. The style is a kind of Tuscan, having no 
architectural pretensions, and the building displays 
more of caprice than of regularity, for it is not at all 
well-proportioned, the general effect being heavy. At 
the top of the clock-tower stands a statue of Faith — a 
comely lady, who from her dizzy height looks calmly 
down upon the struggling world below, undisturbed 
even by the dozen bells, or the jarring works of the 
public clock immediately under her feet. The church 
has five naves, the roof resting on brick columns, 
with arches of the same material. Formerly it con- 
tained an altar to St. George, who is not only the 
patron saint of England, but also of the chapter of 
Carfcas. His votaries were under obligation to 
keep up his festival ; not that he had slain a dragon 
for them, but because he had destroyed a plague of 
maggots which had played havoc with their crop?!. 
The church is now comparatively poor, though at one 
time its annual revenue amounted to $86,762. There 
are five chapels in it, each under separate patronage ; 
that of the Santisima Trinidad contains the ashes 
of the great liiwrator, Simon Bolivar, covered by a 
magnificent monumenttd marble statue. 

Almost at one end of the town stands the Iglesia 



34 THE LAND OF BOLIVAR. [Chap. ii. 

lie la Sautisima Trinidad, begun in 1744, when a 
pious son of Cantcas, Juan Domingo del Sacramento 
Infante, having determined to build a church, sold 
his property, and found that he was still without a 
fund sufficient to avrry out his intentions. Whilst in 
t his predicament, and hoping for the aid of the faith- 
ful, there happened one of those minor miracles, the 
wonder equally of devotee and sceptic. On the after- 
noon of the third day of May, whilst the clock was 
striking three, he received a gift of three reales 
on tlio spot where the church now stands. " Cuya 
limosnay' says Infante, " me did uva persona para 
la fahrica de dicha Santa Iglesia, y al volver la 
cara se me desaparecio.'' Who was this mysterious 
personage, who did not even wait to have a receipt 
for his subscription of one shilling and threepence to 
the cliurcli building fund ? How did he disappear ? 
The narrative is most tantalising. Our pious friend 
does not say whether the apparition merely turned 
tlie (»orner of a street, sailed up into the blue sky, or 
sank deep down into mother earth. Supposing it to 
liave been a spirit, and therefore without body or 
material organisation, the task of ciirrying even so 
small a burden as three silver coins must have been 



embarrassing. 



** The sceptic," Jis a Venezuelan friend has observed, 
'* will pass l)y such a narrative as this, with the same 
inditi'crence with which a savage will place his foot 
u})on the sliiniug facets of a precious stone ; for tlie 
Christian alone it has significance, symbolising in its 
tn[)licity the sacred mystery of the Trinity." Accept- 
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ing this theory in its fulness, we can only wish that 
the heavenly visitant had given Infante more sub- 
stantial aid, for three reales do not go a long way in 
building a church, and this the poor enthusiast learned 
to his cost, for he died in 1777, full of s<adness and 
disappointment, with his project only partly accom- 
plished. Although others took up the good work, it 
was not thoroughly finished until 1865, when, after 
having been for some time in a half-ruinous condition, 
it was finally completed. The fiinds were chiefly 
collected by a persevering old priest, who, whenever 
there was a procession through the streets, stood by 
with his box, and gradually gathered fiinds sufiicient 
to finish the great work. The church is very pictur- 
esque, its Gothic front, with two flank towers, having 
a good efiect, though we may conjecture that poor 
Infante would have preferred to have had three 
towers. The style is a variety of the Perpendicular, 
in which all the resources of the architect have been 
expended upon the fa9ade — the sides are almost as 
plain as the walls of a bam. 

Whilst speaking of churches in Cardcas, I may as 
well add a curious legend a.ssociated with the image 
of Nuestra Senora de la Soledad, now in the temple 
of San Francisco. Don Juan del Corro ordered a 
copy of the image of Nuestra Senora de la Soledad 
from Spain. It was made and shipped ofi*; but on 
the way to Venezuela the vessel encountered a violent 
storm, and this precious work of art and other portions 
of the cargo were cast overboard ; but the barque even- 
tually got safe to port. This disaster wjis a loss to the 
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captain, who had filled up the empty space in the box 
containing the image with gold and ailver lace. AVhilat 
the servants of Don Juan were one day working upou 
the shore they fitund a box, evidently cast up by the 
eea. They carried this case to the hiicienda of their 
master on Naiguatil, who, on opening it, found in 
perfect preservation her 



^ 



" Whom the blind « 



;» and Huryea liad devoi 



This was two days before the ship came to La 
Guayra, The captain lamenttid his misfortune to Don 
Juan, who invited him to his house, where he showed 
him the statue of Nuestra Seuora. The mariner's 
astonishment was great, and he exclaimed, " If 1 
did not know that the image had perished in mid- 
ocean, I should swear that this was it." By means 
of the hice ita identity was completely established, 
and the fame of the miraculous figure spread far and 
wide. 

Many of tlie places about Cantcas have either old 
legends or pieces of folklore connected with them. 
There is a square colloquially called M Cerrito del 
Diablo, a name accounted for by a popular tradition, 
which may be shortly stated thus : — " Once upon a 
time" then- was a jKjor miaemble but at this place, 
where dwelt a good-natured old woman, upon whom 
Providence had inflicted a very wicked and disobedient 
daughter. This extremely undutiful girl wsis one day 
desirous of purchasing some article of foolish finery. 
Her mother very naturally objected, as it was out of all 
cousoiianiH' with la'r means, Enraged at the op|w»ai- 
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tion, the daughter seized a stick and commenced to 
belabour her parent, who, inflamed with anger at this 
unnatural treatment exclaimed, "May God curse 
thee as I curse thee, and the evil one take thy soul." 
The curse had scarcely escaped from her lips when 
the girl fell down in horrible convulsions, and, not- 
withstanding the assistance of doctor and priest, ex- 
pired in the most dreadful agony. Some of the 
neighbours, wishing to give their good ofiices in pre- 
paring the body for the grave, went to the house soon 
after, but found it enveloped in a cloud of smoke 
(highly sulphureous), and when this had disappeared, 
the corpse was nowhere to be found. The devil, to 
make sure of his gift, had taken both the soul and its 
earthly tabernacle.* 

Soon after my arrival in Caracas, having heard 
much of cockfighting, which is still popular in 
Venezuela, although discreditable in England, I 
determined to judge for myself of its merits as a 
pastime. Since this sport went out of fashion with 
us, it has been customary to speak of it with un- 
mitigated severity, but it has at least the negative 
advantage of not being more brutal than many 
" British sports " still under very high patronage. It 
is demoralising for the spectators to watch the 
struggles and apparent sufibrings of the birds, and 
after a while the sight becomes monotonous. For the 
gamecocks themselves, pity does not seem to be 
greatly needed. They enter the arena full of mettle 

• This story is given in an article by Dr. T. Rodriguez : " La Opinion 
Nacional/' No. 902. 
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and defiant energy, their combative feelings excited 
to the utmost, eacli animated with the spirit of fear- 
less daring and pluck, which in humanity leads to 
valorous exploits ; for ten or fifteen minutes they 
have all the pleasures of battle^ 

■' And the stem joy which warriore feel 
lu foenieii worthy of iheir Bteel ; " 

and at the conclusion of the engagement, if one has 
all the agonies of death, the other revels in the ex- 
quisite sensation of victory. Ahnost every town and 
village in the Republic has its arena, but that of 
C!ar4eas is the largest of all^ — ^the very Coliaeum' of 
Venezuelan cockpits. 

Another favourite resort of Los Cardgunios was El 
Casino, a public pleasure-garden, round whose tpclliacd 
arbours creepers twined their tendrils, whilst overhead 
palms and umbrageous trees gave grateful shiide, and 
tiowers — dahlia, jasmine, and rose — lent their beauty 
to the scene. Pleasant it was in the cool evening to 
watch them bathed in the moonlight and to listen to 
the sound of music, for here open-air concerts were 
not uncommon. Still more interesting to the stu- 
dent of human nature were the Senoritas and their 
CahaUeros, who chose this little covert as the place 
for conversation upon polities — and other interesting 
subjects. One of the chief attractions was its ices ; 
flavoured with riiion, ehirimoya, vanilla, and other 
native-grown fiiiits, 

One day, whilst riding on horseback in the vicinity 
of CardciiH, I eanic ticross an old aequaiutJince who waa 



I 
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making a round ci-uise through the West Indies in the 
" Australian/' s.s. He had heard at La Guayra of a 
Mr. Spence at Caracas, and had come up on the chance 
of my being the real " Simon Pure." I was naturally 
much astonished to meet in these far-away clear tro- 
pical altitudes, one whom I had last seen years l^efore 
in the largest of the low grimy valleys of Lancashire. 
Although he appeared to be in perfect health and full 
of vigour, he never saw England again, but died on the 
passage home, a victim to that scourge of the Antilles, 
the yellow-fever. 

I was anxious to gain all the information possible 
of the agriculture and industry of the country, and 
therefore gladly accepted an invitation to inspect the 
coffee plantation and farm of Blandin, the property of 
the Brothers Rodriguez. There I was initiated into 
all the mysteries of the preparation of the coffee berry 
through its various stages till ready for household 
consumption. My hosts showed their English tastes 
by keeping plenty of dogs for indulgence in an occa- 
sional day's hunting, and also by their willingness to 
receive any strangers and to show them the interesting 
processes of coffee-growing. The Brothers Rodriguez 
have suffered but little from civil war, having had the 
good sense to keep to their agricultural pursuits by re- 
siding on their estate, instead of following the example 
of the majority of the landed proprietors, who live in 
Caracas, and seldom or ever even visit their haciendas. 
Blandin is one of the " show places " of the capital ; 
situated not very far from town, it is a pleasant drive 
for an excursion, and its t^asteful and picturesque 
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appearance, and the well-known hospitality of its 
owners, attract many visitors. The extensive flower 
gardens, artificial ponds, orange groves, and similar 
accessories, by no means detract from the charms of 
the locality. This was my first experience of coffee 
culture, though many opportunities of studying it 
afterwards occurred. 

At the end of March, in company with Mr. Middle- 
ton, I visited the Grovemment House to be presented 
to His Excellency Sefior Antonio Leocadio Guzman, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and father of the 
President. He is still, although advanced in years, a 
sound hale man, in the full vigour of his intellect. 
Ho had the honour to serve as private secretary to 
Bolivjir, and no man now living has played so active 
and imj>ortant a i^h in the varied drama of South 
Amorican IndeiK^ndenee. He may be regarded as the 
father and founder of the now dominant party in 
Vouozuohu 

In the cH>urso of a long wnversation on the past 
history ami |H>Iitii^ of the Republic, this liberal 
votoran narnUod an aiunxloto of a man who had 
Winked hanl tA> n>Uv^o publio ;^Mitimont in favour of 
lilvnvl i>piuion8, and who. in t>>!U^H|Uonci\ was elected 
PiVvsidont of tho KojmbHo l>y au owrwhohuing majo- 
rity: but he uovor oxoms^^l <ho fuuotions of the 
kAX\k\\ as tho jvuiy in |v>\xvr ,invst<\l lorn. t\>udomned 
him (o dortth, iwvX \w \\m\\\ \\\^\m\^s\ tx^ ti\<»(^a{v with 
Ins lifo fnMU tho prif^N^ 'i^Uxn w^io^^ Iv J^Axi Kvu ca^^t, 

*' I Ivliovo, VtNUV KvxvlViKX / K^Vi^ Mv. MiixKlloton, 
*' th;\t you h;uv U<\x\ \\<^ f^w \^\<\s\\\t 'i1^ w^^iv v^x^M lif<^* 
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The Minister acknowledged the correctness of the 
inference, and the incident is a good illustration of 
the romantic element in Venezuelan politics. Our 
conversation waa carried on in English, aa Sefior 
Guzman spoke the language very fluently. 

I varied my residence at the capital by going down 
to La Guayra in company with the Brazilian Minis- 
ter, Dom Joaquin Maria Nascentes de Azambuja, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
who was there to settle the boundary question between 
Brazil and Venezuela. (It could not be to look after 
the interests of his compatriots, as there was only 
one of them known to be in the country.) He came 
by the packet from St. Thomas, wherein, but for my 
escape by the "Amo," I should have been a pas- 
senger. She was loaded with petroleum oil, and the 
glowing colours and energetic English employed 
by the Brazilian Minister and his secretary, Sefior 
Henrique Lisboa, to picture the horrors of that passage 
made me rejoice, even in the remembrance of the 
dreariness of Bridgetown. The Minister was a man 
of extensive information and varied experience, 
possessing also in a high degree the social qualities 
that make a good companion. On our way we had 
an interesting conversation respecting a plan he had 
for connecting the rivers Amazon and Orinoco by 
converting the Brazo del Casiquiare into a canal ; the 
object being presumably to draw the trade of the 
upper waters of the Orinoco into the upper waters 
of the Amazon, thus increasing to a certain extent the 
prosperity of Brazil at the expense of Venezuela. Sefior 
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Azambuja went to La Guayra to meet his " Sobrina " 
(niece) coming £com St. Thomas, and I witli the inten- 
tion of getting a sudorifero, or natural vapour bath. ' 

When the cholera waa raging in Ciinicas and ex- 
terminating its inhabitants, La Guayra escaped un- 
scathed. Rare indeed were the cases of vomtto negro. 
Maiquetia ou the west and Guanape on the east of 
this port are well-known watering places. Here those 
who are in bad health, and those who think "pre- 
vention better, than cure," resort for the benefit of 
fine sea-bathing facilities and fi-esh strong air. 
Guanajw is the more favoured spot of the two, as 
the bracing sea-breeze comes most freely there. 

The exports from La Guayra iudirate a considerable 
am*nnt of commercial activity. Thus in the twelve 
months ending 30th June 1871 she exported 124,832 
quintales of eofiec, 35,413 of cacdo, 30,843 of 
cotton, 8584 of indigo, 6381 of sugar, and 42,189 
hides. The total value would approach $4,000,000. 

Rumour says that a church iu La Guayra was built 
from the proceeds of a fine, imposed by a priest upon 
all who profaned their conversation with the wonl 
Caramba, or its stronger equivalent, which shall 
be nameless. The church is called La Iglesia de la 
Santisima Caramba, but I was not able in my 
peregrinations to localise the edifice I The most 
solemn affinnation a Venezuelan can make as his most 
earnest pledge of faith ia Palahra Ingles* but 
" Caramba ! " is the favourite expletive of the populsiee. 

For example, three jolly monks, sleek faced and 
• "On tilt; wonl ufau EnglUlinmn." 



Chap, h.] *• CARAMBA / " 43 

fat, were returning one day from a city where 
they had been to purchase a donkey-load of crea- 
ture comforts. Ere they had proceeded on their 
journey fiur, their brute turned stupid and would not 
go. All the sermons of Saint Jerome were poured 
into his long ears, but without eflFect — striking elo- 
quence moved him not. A passer-by, who knew how 
many curses were daily heaped upon him by his 
regular driver, told the priests he would not stir un- 
less he heard the great oath of the commonality, 
" Caramba I " The monks were unwilling to profane 
their lips with the unholy word, but, with the casuistry 
of their class, hit upon an expedient. " Ca ! " said the 
first, "Ram!" cried the second, "Ba!" shouted the 
third ; and so, as each uttered his harmless sylla]:)le 
in a concerted trio, the wicked word fell upon the 
donkey's ears and he fled ! 

Although good sons of the Church of Rome, the 
Venezuelans are fond of witticisms directed against 
their spiritual guides. After all, tlie peccadillo of 
fathering stray anecdotes upon "shepherds" is not 
peculiarly Venezuelan ; other countries, not excepting 
"immaculate Britain," indulge in this venial weak- 
ness. There is a divinity which hedges in the priest 
no less than the king, and makes him seem, to profane 
eyes, one of those beings who are not of the earth but 
yet upon it, and this want of sympathy renders him 
not unnaturally the object of jests, good-natured and 
otherwise. According to one of these Cardcanian 
chistes, when a young lady went to confession the 
priest inquired her name. " I shall not tell you," 
she i-eplied ; ** my name is not a sin." 
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My own difficulties in learning Spanish made me 
sympathise with my friends who were struggling with 
our English tongue, for it was a good deal studied, 
and sentences and phrases supposed to be a part of 
the language of "perfidious Albion" often assailed 
me. My progress in Spanish was retarded by being 
looked upon as a proper object for experiment. 

Some of the phrases were curious : " How 
you getting on with your English ? " I asked Mr. 

" Very wrongly," he replied ; " I have no weatl 
for it I " 

On another occasion, whilst admiring the pretty 
rosary of a prettier young lady, she told me that she 
prized it very much. 

"Why?" 1 inquired. 

" Because," said she, feelingly, " the Pope has 
'holyed' it." 

Until better acquainted with the idioms of t] 
language some curious blunders in speaking were- 
inevitably made. A number of anecdotes were cuJM 
rent to illustrate this fact ; some of these tales were 
true and others were only h&i irovato. Without 
Baying to which class the following belongs, I will 
give it as an instance of the pitfalls besetting the 
feet of a foreigner wandering amidst the myriad 
words of a strange tongue :— One of the " hard up " 
warriors who had been engiiged in the Tuy came to 
the rooms of Seiior Spence and said, " Estoy demas- 
iado limpio." Sefior Spence knowing that the first 
part of the sentence signified " I am too," looked into 
his dictionaiy and found that the remaining word 



ling 
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meant " clean I " The warrior wished to express that 
he had reached a crisis in his financial embarrassments 
by having parted with his (what the Yankees call) 
" bottom dollar ! " 

A good plan is to frame your thoughts in bad 
English, and then translate them literally. This 
answers very well on many occasions, but may be the 
cause of awkwardness, as an Englishman found out, 
who, wishing to compliment a Minister at a banquet, 
said in Spanish that he was a " regular brick," and 
" ladrillo regular " was on everybody's lips for days 
after, and became household words. So the phrase, 
" Vamos d tomar lets once'* (We go to take the 
eleven), is a puzzling expression, until it is learned 
that aguardiente (brandy) contains eleven letters.* 

As an example of South American English in an 
early stage of development, take this letter from a 
curiosity dealer ; it was certainly not the least curious 
thing which emerged from his establishment : — " They 
offers to the illustrated judgment of Mr. J. Spence 
that beautiful pitcher, taken in a Indian sacred grave 
in * Capamarca' (Republic of Peru) in the year 15 13, 
as a preciousness of the ancient art in the hemisphere 
of Columbus. — Beauty anciennity, the allegory of the 
Gods in this handsome and unhappy earth. — All is 
found in this monument of the ancient and primitive 
Indian taste :— Mr. Spence will judge on it." 

* A rogue in Venezuela is called vivo; au huuest good-hearted fellow 
not overbunlened with brains is a pendejo; and a man who can only 
fight, and is goo<l for nothing else, is termed muy guapo; the latter 
individual is the curse of the liepuUic ! 



CHAPTER III. 



GEOGRAPHY : NATURAL, PHYSICAL, AND POLITICAL 

HISTORY. 

PART L 

'* Seas of lakes 
Atul hills of forests ! crystal waves that rise 
'Midst mountains all of snow, and mock the sun, 
Returning him his flaming beams more thick 
And radiant than he sent them. — Torrents there 
Are bounding floods ! and there the tempest roams 
At large, in all the terrors of its glory ! " 

Sheridan Knowles. 

Before continuing the narrative of my personal 
experiences, it may be well to give a general sketch 
of the geography, and of the natural, physical, and 
political history of the vast region in which I had 
arrived, and also to warn the reader that he is enter- 
ing upon a chapter of dry details. To those interested 
in the country, however, no apology is necessary, as it 
may perhaps prove to them the most important part 
of this work. 

To Agustin Codazzi, almost solely, are we indebted 
for all the information we are in possession of as to 
the geography of Venezuela. 

Of the rcpul)lics of South America, Venezuela is 
situated farthest north, lying chiefly between i° — 13' 
N. hit., and 61° — 75° W. long. It has British 
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Guiana and the Atlantic Ocean on the east, New 
Granada on the west, Brazil on the south, and the 
Caribbean Sea and Atlantic Ocean on the north. Its 
extent is 426,7 1 2 English square miles. Figures fail to 
convey any idea of geographical dimensions, therefore 
when we say that Venezuela covers the same extent 
of superficial area as France, Belgium, Holland, Den- 
mark, Switzerland, and Portugal, including the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, the reader will 
have formed some just conception of its magnitude. 

It has an immense coast-line, extending over a 
thousand miles, in which are indented thirty-two 
ports, and some fifty creeks and bays, and the gulfs 
of Maracaybo, Paria, Coro, Cariaco, and Santa F^. 
The sea current runs westward at the rate of from 
five to eight miles daily. There are seven capes, 
seven peninsulas, and seven straits, the peninsula of 
Paria, on the Strait Boca de Drdgos, being the point 
where Columbus first landed upon tierra-Jirme, 
Seventy-one islas (jrandes and a great number of small 
islets also belong to Venezuela. The most important 
is that of the island of Nueva Esparta, more familiar 
to European readers under the name of Margarita. 

Three systems of mountiiins cross the country. The 
range of the Andes forms a compact mass, rising in 
the SieiTa Nevada to a height of 15,027 feet, and 
8weej)ing down to the lake of Maracaybo on the north, 
aiid to the plains of Barfnas on the south. NaiguatA, 
commonly supposed to be 9187 feet, is the highest 
peak of the Coast range, which encloses the rich 
valleys of Aragua and Cardcas, and the lake of 
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Valencia, and appears to be connected by a sub- 
merged chain with the islands opposite the coast. The 
Parima range runs from east to west, and rises in I 
peaks often interrupted by levels, attaining its highest I 
altitude, 8228 feet, in Maraguaca. 

Venezuela is bountifully watered. Beside the lake, j 
which might with propriety be termed the sea, of I 
Maracaybo, and the immcuse lake of Valencia, there ( 
are two hundred and four smaller lagunas, and sixty 
rivers, all of considerable size, and eight of them of I 
the first magnitude. The Orinoco, the second grand j 
stream in South America, has its chief source to the | 
south-west of Sierra Parima (3° o' 45° N. lat., and 66° 
o' 30' W. long.), and throws itself into the Atlantic at j 
8° 45' N. and 62° 30' W. Rising in the great State | 
of Guayana (whose capital, Ciudad-Bolivar, is the | 
commercial centre of the surrounding district, of J 
a portion of the neighbouring repubUc of New 
Granada, and of a section of the Brazilian Empire), 
it runs a devious course from E. to W., from S. to N., 
and from W. to E., through nearly the whole of the ! 
central part of Venezuela. Near the village of j 
Esmeralda — 3' N. and eS" 30' W. — the Orinoco 
divides into two streams ; one of these, known under \ 
the name of the Brazo del Casiquiare, runs in a south- ' 
west direction for a hundred and fifty miles, and joins ' 
the Rio-Negro, which, after a further course of five 
hundred raUes falls into the Amazon in Brazil, It I 
is possible to follow this single liody of water four I 
thousand miles. In the preceding cha[)tor a project 
is mentioned for thf eanalisatitm of tiic Casitiuian.'. 
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The climate of Venezuela varies in different parts, 
from the cold of winter to the fiercest summer heat. 
The towns of Maracaybo, Puerto-Cabello, Ciudad- 
Bolivar, and La Guayra are said to be the hottest 
places that the Creator has fashioned, whilst the 
peaks of Merida are reported to be the coldest. The 
average temperature on the coast, from the Penin- 
sula of Goajira to the Gulf of Paria, is 78° ; in places 
near Ictgtinas it rises however to 84°. The country 
has been divided into three zones of temperature, which 
distinguish the tterras frias, teinpladas, y calidas — 
cold, temperate, and warm districts. From the level of 
the sea to a height of 2000 feet the cUmate is tropical, 
from that to ycwo feet it is temperate, whilst above 
that height it is cold, and on the peaks of the grand 
Cordillera of the Andes, snow and ice eternally reign 
triumphant. There are only two seasons — summer 
and winter. In the first come the rains, and in the 
second the drought ; it is not, however, to be supposed 
that the earth is parched and flooded alternately for 
the six months of each division. 

Venezuela haa been divided by Codazzi into three 
zones — agricultural, pastoral, and forest land. As 
the pursuits of the people are in accordance with this 
natural indication, the country offers to the observant 
traveller three of the stages through which nations 
arrive at civilization. 

Thejirst zone includes the Andes and coast range 
of mountains, and extends from the State of Tachira 
to the Gulf of Paria ; on one side it i» washed by the 
Caribbean Sea, whilst its southern pai-ts slope gently 
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to the savannas. This zoue coutaius all the com- 
mei-eial ports, and the greater part of all the land cul- 
tivated in the Republic. It includes cold aud desert 
pdramos, highlands destitute uf vegetation, elevated 
valleys yielding fabulous crops of wheat aud potatoes ; 
lower ones covered with sugar-tane, indigo, coffee, 
cotton, aud coc^o. It embraces also within its area 
virgin forests, and immense tracts of waste lands 
watered by hundreds of streams and Uanuras ; some 
sterile, others clothed with rich pastures. 

ITie second, the pastoral zone, extends from the foot 
of the Cordilleni of Merida to the Delta of the Orinoco, 
and from the base of the mountains of the State of 
Bolivar to the rio Meta. Here are seen the savannas 
— immense plains, some perfectly clear, some covered 
with brushwood, some with oases ; and others, again, 
withoitt a single tree. From these levels rise tables 
of sand and marl, surrounded by streams which inun- 
date, in the rainy season, all the lowlands. When the 
waters subside they become rich pasture-lands. Cattle- 
breeding is caiTied on in these " level tracts." Pasture 
farms, hatos, conucos, and villages, are sparsely dotted 
over this immense district — aud here and there a town 
springs into life. 

The third zone, that of forest laud, extends from 
the savannas to the frontiers of Braadl and of Colom- 
bia, and to the Esequibo. Here are rivers with dark 
waves, and without insects ; rivers of clear water, 
swarming w^ith animal life ; rivers that are rushing 
torrents, bordered by gloomy forests, alive with wild 
beasts. These darksome shades have scarcely ever 
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been trodden by a white man's foot, and the songs 
of their countless birds have fallen only on the 
Indian's ear. 

The vegetable wealth of Venezuela is very great. 
Among the cereals are rice, Indian-corn, and wheat ; 
of farinaceous roots, there are yuca and arrow-root ; 
of farinaceous fruits, banana and bread-fruit ; of dye 
stuffs, there are indigo, Brazil-wood, fustic, dragon's- 
blood, arnotto, and azafran {Carthamus tinctoria) ; 
of oil-producing plants, there are copaiba, aguacate 
[Laurtis persea), cocoa-nut, pinon {Jatropha curcas), 
girasole {Helianthus annuus), ajonjolf {Sesasum orien- 
tale), and sassafras ; for cordage, the aloe, wild cane, 
maguey and chiquichique ; of gums, there are carana, 
copey, cow-tree (Galactodendrum utile), caucho, and 
tnatapalo ; for tanning purposes, dividive and mangle 
bianco ; of medicines, there are Peruvian bark, sarsa- 
parilla, spurge, and Inga pungens; of timber trees, 
there are mahogany, lignum vita, cedar, granadillo, 
and ebony. Coffee, cacdo, indigo, cotton, sugar, and 
tobacco arc grown for exportation, but to an extent 
ridiculously small, when compared with the quantities 
the country is capable of producing. Amongst the 
edible roots are names, apio, capachos, yuca, 
lairenes, mapuey, sweet potatoes, suM, and common 
potatoes. Rice, maize, millet, and wheat are in some 
places extensively produced. Amongst the fruits 
grown to perfection may be named the aguacate, 
chirimoya, guamo, leckoso, mango, parcha, pine- 
apple, and nispei'os. 

The miucnil riches are varied and abundant. Cop- 



THE LAND OF BOLIVAR. 



[Chap, iii ' 



per, silver, lead, iron, coal, sulphur, mercury, granite 
marble, and many other valuable ores and minerals 
exist in her soU : whilst the ricli and productive gold 
mines of Guayana show that the dream of the early 
Spanish conquerors of El Dorado, the land of gold, 
was not an altogether baseless fabric. Mineral phos- 
phates are found in abundance on many of the 
islands. There are also thermal springs, and the fact 
of the existence of petroleum in several of the States 
has lately been brought to light. 

Cattle-breeding forms an important source of wealth. 
Immense herds of black-cattle roam the llanos, or 
plains of the Apure. The number for the country 
at large {chiefly in that district) was estimated, 
before the long civil war, at 2,000,000 head. Nearly 
2,000,000 goata and sheep, and 500,000 horses, mules, 
and asses, figured in the returns of that period. 

As might be expected from the wide extent of 
territory, and the varieties of climate, the natural 
history of Venezuela embraces a wide diversity of 
. fauna. Monkeys, panthers, pumas, and wild-cats 
offer sport to those who like a dash of danger thrown 
in as a seasoning to their pleasures. The dog, sloth, 
chigiiire, stag, and a thousand more mjimmals, quad- 
rupeds, and stmnge beasta of field, forest, mountain, 
and plain also exist. The birds, of which there are 
at least 500 species, range from the eagle to the 
humming-bird. Many of these are notable for their 
beauty of form, brilliancy of colour, and powers of 
song. In the watt-rs swim the halibut, the pargo, 
the sliiiil, the Icbmnche, and the carite, together 
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with those dangerous piscatory marauders, the carihe 
(which, being interpreted, is the man-eater), the ray- 
fish, the peZ'Sierray and the shark. Other inhabitants 
of the waters are the turtle, terecai caiman, and 
baba. Of moUusca, there are the almeja, calamaVy 
barnacle, and the oyster. The varieties of serpents 
include the boa constrictor, the mapanarey and the 
tigre, besides smaller kinds. The insects are many and 
varied in their character ; beautiful inaHposaSy tan- 
talising mosquitoSy and loathsome pvlga^y mingle with 
more useful creatures, such as the bee, the cochineal, 
the cantharis, &c. The niguas are living- things of 
insinuating manners, which deposit their eggs between 
the skin and flesh of the extremities of the individuals 
whom they choose to favour. 

The population of Venezuela was roughly estimated 
at 1,500,000 to 1,750,000 in 1870, it is now probably 
2,000,000.* The race is calculated to double itself in 
thirty-six years, but the advantages expected from 
this rapid increase have been checked by the deadly 
struggles of internecine strife. Without counting 
those slain in the war of the Federation, it is estimated 
that 260,000 have died by the sword, and 62,000 by 
earthquake and pestilence. Respecting the future 

* The census (of the population of Venezuela) taken in 1873 gave 

the following result : — 

Population. 
Twenty States, \ 

Federal District, } 1,725,178 

Amazonian Territory, 23,048 

Marine do., 6,705 

Goajira do., 29,263 

1,784,194 



aitgmentation of its population, we may recall Hum- 
lioldt's words : — " If Venezuela enjoys good govern- 
ment, national, and municipal, in a century and a half 
she will have six millions of people." 

To the anthropologist, Venezuela ia a highly inter- 
esting field of observation. Its inhabitants are the 
descendants, in varying degrees of purity, of the 
C'aupjuiian, the African, and the aboriginal Indian — 
n']iv).'Hcutative races of three ci^ntinents wliii^h have 
iiiHiic(nTd the present population of South AmoricA, 
InfuniiiiiTiago was not uiKXjmmon between the con- 
(luistadores and the daughters of the brave and hardy 
Indian nieea who inhabited Venezuela before the 
advent of the white man, and although at a later 
period the natives were congregated in separate villages 
under special government, yet in many cases these arti- 
ficial restraints have disiippeared, and the " mission " 
villagers have mixed with the lower classes of the 
population. At the commencement of the last cen- 
tury, over 20,cxX) African slaves are said to have 
been introduced into the country. The varieties 
of race beyond those of pure European extraction 
may be chiased as mulatto, the offspring of white and 
bla(;k ; mestizo, offspring of white and Indian ; and 
zambo, the offspring of Indian and negro. There are, 
of course, minor varieties, arising from the marriage 
of some of the individuals belonging to the above- 
named classes. The " upper orders" have kept them- 
selves remarkably free from this miscegenation.' 

• In Vi'neiiiielu, s iwnwn who liM mllier more of iierto Hia" of wliil* 
blooil is Mid lu be taji am fioco Ucht—" colTve with a little milk." 
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The slaves were freed in 1854, under the Presi- 
dency of General Jond Gregorio Monicas. The law 
now makes uo distinction lietween races ; they are 
equally endowed with the privileges of citizenship, 
and are ec^uaJly eligible for all the offices of the State. 
There are still some tribes of the originsd owners of 
the soil, hut they have fallen from their high estate, 
and are few and comparatively unimportant. They 
are rapidly disappearing from the continent — root 
and branch. 

The government of Venezuela is on the system 
of a federal republic. The separate States of the 
Union have joined together to form a nation, but 
they retain all sovereign powers not expressly dele- 
gated to the general executive. They are bound to 
defend the integrity and independence of the Union, 
to organise themselves on a democratic basis, and to 
submit to the ruling of the Congress, or other fedei-al 
authority, in cases of dispute. The same code of civil 
and criminal law has currency throughout the Repub- 
lic. The national legislature contains two chambers, 
the members of which are both elected by popular 
vote. A deputy is assigned to each 25,000 inhabi- 
tants, and an additional meml>er to each i 2,000 in 
excess of that number. 

The executive power is lodged in the hands of 
a president, who is also commander-in-chief of the 
national forces. This chief magistrate is elected by 
the direct vote of the people, exercised by the ballot, 
a majority of votes in each Stat* being rei^uisitc. 
Very considerable powers are intrusted to him. He 
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is iissistej by two vice-presidents, annually elected 
by Congress to fulfil his duties when absent, and also 
by responsible mimsters, whose concurrencie and sig- 
nature is necessary to give legality to his decrees. 

The third part of the national executive is the Alia 
Corte Federal, a tribunal consisting of five persons 
nominated by the Legislatures of the difl'erent States. 
Its duties are to try civil or criminal cases connected 
with the diplomatic officers, native or foreign, and 
generally to act as a court of apjical in all eases of 
dispute as to the operation of the laws, contracts, 
negotiations, &c. 

The revenues of the State are cliietly derived from 
import and export duties. The annual revenue of 
the custom-houses is estimated at $4,550,000; other 
sourees yield about $ i ,000,000. 

There is full liberty of religion in Venezuela, but 
the prevailing cuUe, and the only one joining in State 
ceremoniala, is that of the Roman Catholic Church. 
An archbishop, with four bishops, have the spiritual 
oversight of this immense territory.* 

The military system of the country is composed of 
a national militia, to which each State is bound to 
furnish a contingent, though the long coiust line, with 
its many ports and fair sea, would be impossible to 
protect had not nature traced out three lines of 



* The Ifite Atchbisliop, owing to dinputee witii llie Government, was 
ahgent from liis post A vicar apostolic for some ti:iie exercised Lis 
fnnctioiifr, hut later the CougresB appointed hie Huccessor. This waa an 
innovatiin worthy of Bismarck. On precioiiB occasions the vacancies 
ii».i Wtu fillcsl up liy llii^ Vuiicari, but in ihiscaae the iinnie was merely 
aiiUnilCe.1 to His Ho'liin-B*. 5k Apit-iiUix T. 
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defence presenting insuperable difficulties in the way 
of an invader. The three zones of mountains, Uanos, 
and forests, offer three stages of resistance, scarcely to 
l>e overcome. The Jirst contains nearly all the prin- 
cipal towns and military fortresses, which, in aU their 
extent, an enemy could not possibly occupy. The 
second produces horses and men, unrivalled for 
cavalry and guerilla bands. The third is the refuge 
afforded by dense woods, now inhabited only by 
friendly Indians. There is happily not the slightest 
chance of Venezuela ever being invaded, but should 
such a thought ever enter into the head of emperor, 
king, or president, the consideration of these natural 
features, and the invincible valour of her sons, exhi- 
bited not only in the glorious war of independence, 
but in a generation of unhappy civil strife, would 
show the madness of the dream, for 

" Who is ihe coward that would not dare 
To fi};ht for Buch a land ) " 

Education is not in a very forward state, but the 
legislation, like our own, has been taking steps for 
the advancement of popular instruction. There are 
two universities, one at Caracas, and the other at 
Mcrida, eleven national colleges, a clerical seminary," 
a military academy, and many private establishments. 
In some of the States there arc pubUc elementary 
schools. At Cardcaa there is a national library freely 
open to the public. 

The commerce of Venezuela is estimated to have 

* This has lieen siipprcMed, and the candidates for ihe priesthood 
iiiUKt now be educated at the national universities. Aiiutlier step iu 
the ri),-ht direction ! 
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a yearly value of about $27,00x3,000. The imports 
are estimated at $12,000,000, and the exports at' 
$15,000,000. In 1830-31 the annual export was onlyi 
$2,169,000. The inereaae, therefore, during the ] 
forty-five years, taking into account a period 
twenty-five to thirty years' civil war, is extraordinary, 
and proves conclusively the great natural wealth 
the country. In past years contraband goods are 
supposed to have defi-auded the Treasury of aboafel 
$600,000 annually, but these nefarious proeeedingsi 
are now very rare, owing to the laws being more 
stringently enforced against smuggling. 

The public debt is $80,000,000. About $45,000,000 
of that amount is owing to foreign ereditoiB, a cir- 
cumstance by which the Republic is best known iit 
Europe. 

The United Stafj?s of Venezuela consist of twenty; 
independent States. 

El EsUtdo de Bolivar, termed one of the " central 
states," has 1 30 miles of coast line, its principal port 
being La Guayra. The islands of Tortuga, valuable for 
its salt-pans, or sa/i'nas, Orehila famous for the "Orchila 
weed," and El Gran Roque, which is eiiriched by 
numerous beds of mineral phosphates, were also 
reckoned as part of this State, but have recently been 
formed into a separate jurisdiction under the name of 
the "Territory of Colon."* The mainland is divided 
into districts of mountains and fert-ile vallej's. In 
this State the coast chain of mountains, in the peak of 
NaiguatS (alreaily mentioned), reaches its highest 

* A iii>]iy of tiiu Qovcmment ilevree, cniiBtitiitin^' the iskiiils af 
Rcpubliu into a territory, will be fnuiid in AppuiiUix M, 
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point, whilst the cordillera, running inland, has two 
lofty mountains in the Platilla, 6089 feet, and in the 
Cerro Azul, 5695 feet. The Tuy, which runs for 120 
miles, is the principal river, but there are 39 of lesser 
degree, and a multitude of rivulets, from Araguita 
to the sea, a distance of 75 miles, the Tuy is navi- 
gable. The climate is generally considered healthy, 
but owing to the very disparate physical conditions of 
different parts of the State, it is, of course, variable. 
On the low levels it is hot and unhealthy, in the 
mountains fresh and invigorating, and in the valleys 
of the Tuy warm but salubrious. Card,cas, the 
capital of the Republic, was formerly the capital also 
of the State, but lately it has been formed, with a few 
of the surrounding towns and villages, into a federal 
district and separated from it.^"^ Petare is now the 
State capital. Amongst the specially notable sights 
in the State of Bolivar are the valleys of the Tuy, 
Card,cas, Guarenas, and Guatire ; the pass of El 
Boqueron in the mountains of Cardx^as, the caves of 
El Encantado near Petare, Los Teques, rich in pre- 
historic interest, the Colonia Tovar, and the richly 
productive coffee district of the Mariches. [Some of 
these will hereafter be more fully described.] 

El Estado de Aragua {6 Gvzman Blanco) has a 
population of 94,151 ; its capital, Victoria, contains 
6523 inhabitants. [In a subsequent chapter a more 
detailed account of this State will be given.] 

El Estado de GuaricOy one of the " middle states," 

* The population of the federal district is 60,000, and that of the 
State of Bolivar 129,143. 
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has a larger population (191,000) than any other! 
State in the Union, Through it runs the river of the 
same name, emptying itself into tho Orinoco near the 
mouth of the Apure, and having a course, with its , 
windings, of over 250 miles, of which 100 are navi-l 
gable. The Oritueo has an extent of 1 20 miles, and I 
the Manapire runs for 150 miles. There are also 
many others of lesser importance in this State. The 
physical aspect of Guarico is that of a aeries of vast 
level tracts, watered by navigable rivers, and covered 
by paj'onales and verdant lands, where herds of black- 
cattle and horses are pastured. In tho winter season j 
these plains, by the overflowing of the rain-charged J 
rivers, are eonvci-ted into a great expansive sea of I 
water, navigable by canoes or piraguas. In this [ 
flood season many animals are drowned, I)Ut the ■ 
majority of them find safety in the elevated table- 
lands, which rise like islands of refuge above the sur- 
face of the temporary deluge. There is abundance of 
animal life, some of it very disagreeable. The rivers and 
streamlets are peopled by creatures often as vivacious 
as they are vicious, The most cui'ious is the electrical 
eel, which turns its fierce current against travellers 
or animals seeking to ford its waters. The method of ] 
fishing for it is peculiar. Strings of horses being ' 
driven through the streamlets, the gimnotos at once ' 
attack their feet. Maddened by the electric shocks, i 
the horses plunge, reai-, and struggle desperately till 
the opposite bank is reached. But the onslaught 
exhausts the electricity of the eels, and they are then 
easily taken up and killed l>y the fishermen or llaneros. 
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El Estado de Caraboho^ one of the " central states," 
containing a population of 117,605, is very rich in 
good lands, and its capability for coflfee and sugar 
production, on a large scale, is unsurpassed by any 
other State in the Union. It is jfrom north to south 
150 miles, and jfrom east to west 50 miles; having 
45 miles of coast line, the harbour of Puerto-Cabello, 
and several of the islands off the coast. It is watered 
by 75 rivers, 100 streamlets, and the large lake of 
Valencia. Except in the low woodlands of the coast, 
the climate is healthy. 

* The southern portion of the State of Carabobo has lately been formed 
into a separate State bearing the name of Cqjedes. The last returns gave 
a population of 85,678 to it. Its capital, San Carlos, contains 10420 
inhabitants. 



CHAPTER IV. 



GEOGRAPHY : NATURAL, PHYSICAL, AND POLITICAL 

HISTORY.* 

PART IL 

" Wherein of antres vast, and deserts idle, 
Rough quarries, rocks, and hills whose heads touch heaven, 
It was my hint to speak/' — Shakespeare. 

It is necessary to warn off from this chapter, no 
less than from the last, aU those who are afraid of the 
dry details inseparable from a bird's-eye view of a 
country like Venezuela. This preliminary duty ac- 
complished, we proceed with our sketch of the re- 
maining States of the Union. 

El Estado de Nueva Barcelona (one of the 
** eastern states"), is from north to south about 150 
miles, and from east to west 200 miles. It has 75 
miles of coast, with the islands Ipng off it — Las 
Picudas, Plritu, Las Chimanas, La Borracha, and 
Los Borrachitos. The serrania of Bcrgantin reaches 
its highest point in El Pioni, 6719 feet. In this 
State is the Mesa de Urica (an extension of that of 
Guauipa), forming with others a great system of 
table-lands, extending through Cumand and Guarico. 

* For some of the data contained in tins chapter and the preceding 
one, I am indebted to the following works: — Prin.er Lihro de Geograjia 
de Venezuela^ by Aristides R6jas ; Resfimeii de In Gcografia de Venezuela, 
by Aguslin Codazzi. 
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These immense elevated plateaus conserve the rain- 
water, and thus give rise to a hundred streams, irri- 
gating in the dry season a district that would other- 
wise be a desert. There are also the lakes of Mamo, 
Carapa, Guariaparo, and Anache. New Barcelona has 
several medicinal waters, both cold and warm ; and, 
in addition to agricultural wealth, is possessed of 
beds of coal. [Further particulars of this State will be 
found in the following chapter, which concerns my 
own experiences therein.] 

El Esiado de Cumand (one of the "eastern states "), 
known originally by the name of Nueva Andalusia, 
of which it formed the greater part, has a population 
of 55,000. It has an inunense coast line of over 300 
miles, including in this estimate the gulfs of Paria, 
Cariaco and Santa F^. There are good ports at 
Cumand, Canipano, Rio Caribe, and Guiria. The 
port of Canipano is considered second in the State 
in conunercial importance. It has a good open 
roadstead, and is pleasantly situated at the foot of a 
great range of hills. There are in this State the 
mountain ranges of Bergantin, of the coast of Paria, 
and of the peninsula of Araya. The highest point 
is in the first-named, where Turimiquire attains an 
altitude of 6722 feet. More than 1 70 rivers and many 
smaller streams run from the mountains and the 
mesas. The lakes of Buenavista, Cariaco, Putucual, 
Guarapiche, Laguna-Grande, Macuare, and Guasa- 
conica are also in this State. The climate varies 
greatly — in many parts it is warm and healthy, 
whilst in others it is decidedly insalubrious. Cumand 
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has been divided iuto four zones : the ,/7rsi, that of 
the mountaina, bathed by a multitude of streams, and 
variegated by fertile valleys, in which the usual pro- 
ducts of Venezuelan agriculture are grown ; the second, 
that of the table-lauds, whose waters nearly all flow 
to the delta of the Orinoco ; the third, that of the fair 
savannas, devoted to stock-raising ; and the fourth, 
that of the swamps and woods, the habitat of savage 
beasts, and combative insects. 

The pine-applea and grapes of this State are noted 
for their large size and rich flavour. Cumani, the 
capital, was founded in 1520, and has now 9500 in- 
habitants. In 1530, and again in 1766, 1797, and 
1853, it was visited by violent earthquakes which 
ruined its edifices. 

There are many natural curiosities in this State ; 
amongst them the fiimous cave of the guilcharos. The 
" Grotto of the Gu^haros " is entered ijy an immense 
arch, 70 feet high, and covered with gigantic trees. 
The cave may be said to consist of three great parts. 

The Jirst is stated to be 2674 ^^^^ ^^ extent, and 
inhabited by the nocturnal bird from which the cave 
derives its name. From the ceiling hang stalactites 
graceful in form, and sometimes 14 feet in length, 
and from three to four in width. So beautiful are 
these festoons and ornaments, that they seem, says 
Codazzi, to be rather works of art than caprices of 
Nature. When this famous geographer visited the 
caves, a single torch sufficed for light, until the i)arty 
had advanced 1 56 yards, but at this point the dark- 
ness became so great that five lights were found neces- 
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Rary. Here, in this grim cavern, the Aragonese 
Capuchins were forced to take refuge for a month 
from the anger of a warlike chief of the Tuapocanoa, 
By torchlight, and accompanied hy the dismal shriek- 
ings of the gudcharos, they eek'brated mass in this 
primeval fastness. What, a subject for some native 
painter I 

The second division of the cave, 6i6 feet long, is 
composed of a hardened ai'gillaceous marl, constantly 
bathed by the rivulet running through it, and desti- 
tute alike of birds or other living inhabitant. 

The third part, inhabited by great numbers of lapas, 
is 367 feet long, and is the most beautiful part of 
the cave. The roof appears a great crystal arch. 
The floor is carpeted with lovely petrifactions. The 
stalagmites assume the form of pyramids, obelisks, and 
columns, sometimes white and sometimes coloured. 
In the middle of this magic scene rises a species of 
tabernacle, white as alabaster, and shining Uke silver.** 
Humboldt and Codazzi have both visited these 
caverns, and spoken with enthusiasm of their beauty 
and grandeur.t NciU- the entrance to the cave 
tobacco cultivation is carried on, jmd the plant is 
said to have an exceedingly rich flavour. Its excel- 
lence ia attributed to the use of the guiicharo guano. 

■ "A RLibterranean tem]ile oiigitiated hj ihe convulsions of tlie 
f>Iolje, ta\d embellished Ly the hntitl uf th« Crentor : Gotliic roof, Iljxnti- 
tilie uch, Oreek column, capital of cn|iriciuiu fmrm, all here is Ilin 
\roTk; Hi* chisel, corrodin); lime; Hiainnrlj|e,llie <lro]iit of water wliitli 
filler from alHive." — N. B. Prrata, 

t UunilHjUlt'a (iescriiition is well known. Codnizi's nccount of his 
Tisit ia not in his geoj.-rai'liy. It was written in 1835, and is printed 
ill Ei Diario d« Cardeat, Ulh July 1871. 

VOL. I. B 
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Several iutereatiiig caves were discoveretl by Mr. Anton J 
GoeriDg in this State, which have been fully described ] 
by him, under the name of the "New Qivea of the I 
Gudcharos/'inthe" Vargasia,"No. 5, foriSCg." There i 
are also the grotto of Cuehivano, from whose subter- 
rmefui depths at times issue great flaraes, and the ' 
submai'iue thermal sjiruigs of the Gulf of Cariaco. 
Of tliL' many places in the eastern part of Venezuela ; 
possessing ag%ias temmles (hot-water springs), those 
of Giri^pano have escited most interest. Beds of 
sulphur, and veins of lead ore containing silver, have 
iK-eu found in tlie Stjite of CumanA. 

El Estudo de Malia'in (one of the " eastern states "), 
was formerly part of Nueva Andalusfa ; its genera! 
rharaeteristics are similiir to those of the adjoining 
departmenta of Nueva Barcelona and Curaanfi. It 
has a popidation of 48,000. Maturin. the eapit;il, 
has 13,000 inhabitants. 

El Estado de Nueva Esparta, is composed of j 
several grouj)s of islands, that of Margarita being the 
only one of any importance. The now almost aban- 
doned pearl-fishery first attracted the Spanish settlers 
to this quarter, Margai'ita measures 41 miles from 
E. to \V. and 20 mites from N. to S., and has a coast 
line of 100 miles, with two important ports, Pam- 
patar and Jujm Griego. The capital, Asuncion, 
coutaina only 2758 inhabitantf*. It possesses two 
mountains of considerable altitude ; the first, Copei, 
4173 feet, is cultivated, and the second, Macanao, 
4500 feet, is all waste land. The smaller islands are 
• A|>|H-iHli3[ p., N... 235. 
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Coclie, Cubagua, Blanquilla, La Sola, Los Testigos, Los 
Fraylcs, and Los Hennanos. The climate is con- 
sidered to be very healthy, in spite of the extreme 
heat. It will be understood, however, that on or 
near the summits of the highest elevations a perfectly 
agreeable temperature can be obtained. The satellite 
islands are, for the most part, desert ; but Margarita 
itself has no lack of fertile land, devoted to the cul- 
tivation of coffee, maize, yuca, beans, and rich tropical 
fruits, less attention than usual being given to cac&o. 
Margarita is notable in Venezuelan history as the 
scene of the bloody vagaries of that human monster 
known as "The Tyrant Aguirre,"* and for the gallant 
defence made by its people against Morillo, the 
Spanish general, who landed with a force of 3CXX) 
men, but, after a month of continuous fighting, was 
obliged to give up the thought of its subjugation. 
Nueva Esparta gave many famous citizens to the 
Republic, amongst whom were Sucre, Mondgas, Ber- 
miidez, Cajigal, Marino, and Arismendi. Its popula- 
tion is 31,000. 

El Estado de Yaracuy (one of the " central states "), 
has a climate, generally speaking, healthy, except in 
the lowlands and marshes bordering the sea. Its 
extent of coast is very small, being a narrow strip at 
the mouth of the River Yaracuy. The land produces 
coffee, cacdrO, maize, indigo, and cotton ; and a large 
variety of fruits, plants, and valuable timber trees. 
Its mineral wealth consists of the famous copper 

• An account of Aguirre is given in the " Ancient History of Vene- 
zuela," Appendix A. 
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mines of the mountains of Area, now the property 
of an English eompcany, though fonnerly owned by ' 
Simon Bolivar. [These mines are described in a sub- 
sequent chapter. 'J The capital of the State, contain- 
ing 6320 inhabitants, is San Felipe, a pretty town, 
the centre of considerable trade. Population of ' 
Yaracuy, 71,689. 

El Eslado de Barqummeto) one of the " middle 
states "), hits the serranias of Tocuyo traversing it, tlie 
highest mountain peak being Cabimbi!i, 11,739 f^^^''- 
The chief river is the Tocuyo, which empties itself 
near the port of that name, in the adjoining State of 
Coro. Its principal lake, Cabra, is suggestively called 
La Cihiaga (the marsh). Exeept in the vicinity of 
this water, and some other swampy low-lying spots, the 
climate is not unhealthy. Sugar-caue, coffee, cereals, 
and iVuita, are abundantly cultivated. Barquisi- 
meto has warm, cold, and temperate districts, smiling 
valleys, wild mountains, bare and arid hills, plains 
almost sterile, and lands well fitted for agriculture and 
stock -farming. The rearing of goats is an impoitant 
part of the industry of its people. The oapitid, bearing 
the same name as the State, was founded in 1 552, and 
has now 25,664 inhabiUints. In 1 8 1 2 it was destroyed 
by an earthquake. In this State is the picturesque 
Quehrada de Humttcaros, with its pretty waterfall. 
With the exception of that of Guarico, the State of Bar- 
quisimeto contains a larger population than any otlier 
in the Union.t 

ElEstadode Coro (one of the "westemstates"), now 

• See clini>. li. vnl. ii. | The ksl .-I'limis •rnvr n ti.ljil of i J3,8i i. 
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called " Falcon," in honour of £1 Gran Mariscal, 
has a population of 100,000. It is 213 milea in 
length from east to west, and 144 miles from north 
to south, and haa about 350 milea of coast, containing 
many anchoring places and ports, the principal being 
La Vela de Coro. The peninsula of Paitiguand forms 
the little Gulf of Coro, The State may be divided 
into two districts — the one populated and healthy, 
containing rich valleys, hills, and plains, covered with 
a plentiful vegetatiou ; the other unhealthy, covered 
with woodlands, hot and bare hills, lands dry and 
arid, and set off only by plentiful crops of thorns. 
The capital, Coro {founded in 1527), is a town of 
8172 inhabitants. It was the place where the cere- 
mony of High Mass was first performed in Venezuela. 
Until 1578 it was the capital of the new colony, and 
from it sallied forth the numerous expeditions to find 
El Dorado. The peninsula of Paraguanii is renowned 
in the Republic for its beautiful shells. These are in 
great request for artificial flower-making, which is one 
of the fine arts of Venezuela. The thermal springs of 
La Cuiva are noticeable for the varying colour of 
their waters, theii- strange taste, and violent chang- 
ing temperature. Amongst its mineral ]»roductions 
are coal, argentiferous galena, jet, and asphaltiim. 
The water-works of Coro, designed by General L. 
Urdaneta, are considered to have been excellently 
well engineered.* 

* It waa iu ihu State thnt an attcmpteil Tevoluliou uiiiler (IciutiiI 
Leon Colino took place in 1874. It originated in Cunzuo, aii<l proved 
a complete failure. The Venezuelans jiutly blame ihe Dutvh Oovcm- 
liieiiL liir not liavinj,' taken sl*ps to prevent the ojii-n fliipnjcnl of uriiis, 
iimmujiitioii, ic., from t!ie idiuid for tin.- iiiaur^fiiia. 
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El Estado de ZuUa {one of the " western states "), 
from cast to west is i8o miles, and 300 miles fi-om 1 
uorth to south, and has 170 miles of coast, and a| 
population (by the last census), numbering 59,235. | 
Its capital and chief port, Maracaj'-bo, stands within I 
the lake which empties itself into the Gulf of Vene- 1 
zuela or Maraeaybo, formed between the peninsulas of 1 
Goajira and Paraguantl At the entrance to the lake! 
of Maraeaybo are the islands of San Carlos, Bajo-Seco, ; 
and Z!ii)ai'a, the two last having abandoned fortresseSj ' 
though the first is still defended by a castle. The \ 
lake itself is an expanse of ft^sh water, measuring 
414 miles in circumference. Its extreme points are 
157 miles from north to south, and 75 miles icom. ] 
cast to west. There are various small islands on the | 
lake ; that called Burro — the donkey — bears a hzct- 1 
reto, whilst another — Toas — rejoices in a coal mine. 

The accompanying view of the Lake of Maraeaybo 
conveys a good idea of its glory and beauty. In the 
foreground is the dark, swampy soil, with the (jansas, 
blue, white, and red, playing upon its banks, and the 
calm waters of the lake stretching away until they 
reach " the sunken sun," whose radiance still lingei-s 
in the heavens above. Dense, silent, and motionleasJ 
forests creep up to the unruffled margin of this ])lacidl 
lake. Far back to the foot-hills of the tall sierras, in | 
unbroken grandeur, stretch the primeval woods, soli- 
tudes undisturbed save by the savage Indian, fighting 
alike against wild animals and the almost impene- 
trable barriers that Nature has placed around liis 
tortuous path. To the left and right here and there , 
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rise lofty trees, thcii- dark foliage already reminding 
one of the coming of the night. In the far distance, 
on the left, come sloping down a ehain of hills, to 
complete a picture wherein there is bh^nded the love- 
liness of earth and sky. 

The northern part of the lake is wium and healthy, 
the southern humid and insalubrious. Besides this 
gi-eat lake there are several smaller ones, and an 
innumerable array of large lagunas and niiU'ahes. 

The physical aspect of the country presents varied 
features. Some portions of the land arc dry and 
rugged, others have the soil well u-rigated by rivers, 
which at certain seasons overflow their banks ; there 
arc savannas, low mountain ranges quite desert, and 
immense forests and waste tracks dotted with lakes 
and marshes. The timber of Maracaybo is noted for 
its large size, good quality, and variety of species ; a 
considerable revenue might be derived by the State 
from its export, as the quantity existing on the banks 
of the lake is practically inexhaustible. Maracaybo, 
the capital of Zulia, was founded in 1571, and has 
now 21,954 inhabitants. It is a rich ami flourishing 
town, and docs an enormous business with the Stiitcs of 
the Cortlilleru, most of the coffee grown there finding its 
way to the portof Miu-acayliofur shipment. In the War 
of ludependeuco the hike was notable for the naval vic- 
tory gained by the patriots over Laborde, who entered 
it in 1833. To the natural philosopher, it is interest- 
ing from tlie curious jtheuomenon known as the Parol 
dt Maraatyho, a. luminous meteor, resembling Hght- 
ning, souK'timcH visil)|c Mt one cud of tin- lake. 
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El Estado de TrujUlo (one of the " middle stuteB "), 
ia 70 miles from oast to west, and 80 miles from north 
to south. It has two porta ou the Ittke of Maracaybo. 
Part of the cordillera of the Andes runs through this 
State, the highest point being the piiramo of Csildera, 
1 2,464 feet. Its principal rivers are the Motatan and 
the Boconii, respectively of the second and third 
class, hut there are altogether thirty streams. One of 
these, the Momboi, takes its rise in the lake of the 
siime name. The State contains land fit for the culti- 
vation of aU fruits generally found in warm and tem- 
perate regions. It has also localities adapted for 
cattle-breeding, and, with the exception of some places 
near tlie lake, tlie climate, if variable, is healthy. 
Tile quality of the wheat grown in tliis State is con- 
sidered to be unsurpassed, and received the first prize 
at the Paris Exhibition. Though the State itself has 
a liirge population (108,672), the capital, TrujUlo 
(foimded in 1556), haa only 269S inhabitants. In 
1668 the city waa sacked by Gramniont, the buc- 
caneer. Here, on the 15th of July 1813, Bolivar, as 
a reprisal, and in retaliation for the butchery of Re- 
publican prisonera, issued his famous decree of " La 
yxicrra d vuia'te." Here also, in 1820, he concluded 
the treaty with Morillo, placing the war upon a more 
regular and humane footing. 

El EsUido de Mcrida haa lately had its name 
changed to Guzman, by which novi de fjuerre it will 
liave to be known hereafter. The snow-peaks of the 
State of Mcrida are the highest in Venezuela. This 
bran'jli of the Andes constitutes the true Aljiine dis- 
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trjct of the Republic, and reaches its extreme height 
iu the Picacho de hv Sierra Nevada, 15,027 feet. ITie 
tropical vegetation on the lower ranges of these 
mighty mountains stautU out in pictui-esque contrast 
to the surrounding eternal white snow-peaks. The 
rivera, for the most part, are not very important ; the 
lakes Jirc those of Urao, and of the pdramo of Santo 
Domingo. In the first-named ])laco is found the 
muicral urao. The climate vtiries aeeording to the 
altitude, hut is chiefly cold or temjterate. The valleys 
are cultivated in the usual Venezuelan style, and 
alternate with snow-capped mountains, wild deserts, 
great hills covered with wood or grain, waste lauds, 
villages, and immense forests with wonderful vegeta- 
tion. Wlieat is grown to great perfection in this 
State. Merida, the capital, founded iu 155S, has 
9727 inhabitants, and is the seat of a bishopric, **^ 
Mueuehfes is the highest town in Venezuela, and 
HtiUids 7743 feet above the level of the sea. 

Et Eatadode Tachiiu {one of the "western states"), 
is composed entirely of mountain ranges, containing 
&"uitful valleys and rich woodlands ; Zumbador, 9049 
feet is the highest mountain. The climate is of 
course cold in the Alpine heights, but warm in the 
low-lying vales, Its chief ports are Tiichira on the 
Zulia, leading to the Lake of Maraeayix), and Teteo 
on the Uribante, leading to the Apm-e and to the 
Orinoco, Coffee, wheat, sugar-cane, and eaeio ai-e 
cultivated. This State is of considerable iraj)ortance, 

' llie State ot Muriilu lioe u ^ipulntiuii of 67,34t), aa skuwii \iy Uiu 

f.msUBi>ri873. 
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as its capital, San Crist6bal,* standing at an elevation I 
of 2998 feet, is the commercial centre of the transae- | 
tioDS between Venezuela and the neighbouring repub- 
lic of Colombia. Tachira has some hot-water springs, 
and, wliat may prove of more importance, coal and I 
petroleum. Its population by the last return was j 
68,619. 

JSlEsCado de Zamora (one of the " middle states "), 
boasts of two very high mountains — Santo Domingo, ( 
being 13,137 feet, and Granate, 12,930 feet; the 1 
ranges are chiefly the southern slopes of the sieiras of j 
Merida and Trujillo. The principal rivers are the 
Bocon6, the Maspan'o, the Uribante, and the Caparro, 
and some other tributaries of the Apure, which are 
navigable for long distances. There are many small 
lakes in the savannas, but none of very great extent. 
The climate is cold or temperate in the mountains, I 
but hot in the plains, whore there are spots well- 
calculated to give fevers to foreigners. The greater 1 
part of Zamora is composed of beautiful savannas, 
intersected by rivei-s, whose banks are capable of cul- 
tivation. The mountains, enclosing lovely valleys, 
are covered for long spaces by virgin forests. Bnrinas, 
the capital, was founded in 1576, and has now 3950 
inhabitants. In 1814 it was sacked and bui-ned by 
Si>auish troops. Zamora has capabilities alike for 
agriculture, commerce, and cattle-breeding. Though 
the State is large, the population is small, the hist 
count having shown only 59,449. 

* The Slate of Tuchirii sulTereil aevcrKly from ii terrible earlliqiuike 
in 187s, Sail Cri«l61nil Wing ii1miM>t t'nliroly dealrojtd, miJ ils jinjni- 
lutiuii, nuiiiburiiiy 3345i tvntlertiU liciuvleas. 
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El Esiado de Portugueza (one of the "middle 
states"), much resembles that of Zamora; its moun- 
tains are the eastern declivities of the Andes of Tru- 
jillo ; its lands consist of well- watered savannas and 
dense forests, and the same class of fruits and food 
staples are cultivated therein. Guanare, the capital, 
was founded in 1593, by Juan Fernandez de Leon. 
Its present population is 4674, whilst that of the 
whole State is 79,934. 

El Estado 6 Provincia de Apure is a fair specimen 
of the llano country. It is an immense horse and 
cattle-breeding savanna, abounding in small woods, 
and watered by springs and streams traversing it in 
every direction. The only mountains it possesses are 
those situated in a small section of the State on the 
borders of Colombia. Next to Guayana it is one of 
the three largest States in the Union, from east to west 
extending 350 miles, and from north to south 1 24 miles. 
The increase of the population during the last forty 
years is set down at 3000. The total for the whole 
State has been estimated at only 1 8,635. The poorest 
portion of the people are the holders of the little 
conucos (cottage farms), on wliich are cultivated maize 
and other kinds of food necessary for their existence. 
The agriculture of the Apure is indeed very meagre. 
The country is evidently destined for stock-breeding ; 
the soil, however, has been found to be favourable to 
the culture of tobacco, and that grown in Apure is 
said to have superior quality and flavour ; but this 
I could not accord to it. During part of the year 
there is a good deal of fishing in the State, and the 
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flesh of tlie cliigiiire is made an article of trade with 
other provinces. Animal life ia ao abundant that 
families may easily be maintained without touching 
their herds. Among the birds of the Apure ia a 
small owl, whose unearthly cry of Ya-acaho .' — It is 
finished— ia thought to presage sorrow and death ; a 
cross is usually made of hot ashes in front of the 
house to drive away the prophet of evil.* The 
jaguar and puma are found in this State, and their 
ravages form the stock subject of the guides' and 
llanci-os' legendary narratives. 

The most famous fish of the Apure is the dreaded 
carihe, a marine cannibal, whose tjiste for blood ia 
greatly feared by the fisherman. It ia armed with 
teeth strong enough to pierce steel. A spur-wounded 
horse is soon reduced to a skeleton in attempting to 
ford a stream frequented by these terrible creatures. 

It is said that Bolivar's nervous temperament was 
greatly tried when crossing one of the savannas in 
the rainy season in company with Paez. 

The leaping of the caribcs into the boat, aided, 
perhaps, by the Apure chieftain, fretted the anxious 
spirit of the Liberator, until at length he exclaimed ; 
" Put back the boat, for even the fish are stivage 
in this country I " 

The district is not so well wooded as other [)art3 of 
tlie Republic, but is rich in those kinds of wood used 
for funei'al purposes, such as mulberry, laurel, &c. 
Balsam copaiba is obtained by cutting the accitc 

* Bon Ratitnn Pacz lins given i<mie curiuux ]>articulim of VeneKiieluii 
birds of ill amen in Iju " Life on tlic Llanoe," Ap])C]i<lii Q., No, 171. 
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tree. India-rubber and some other gums can also be 
extracted from trees of this province. 

The capital, called San Fernando del Apure,* 
standing on the right bank of the river Apure, ha3 
a population of 3000, and is a place of great commer- 
cial importance, as it does a considerable trade with 
the frontier States; it is also a dep6t for receiving 
and forwarding merchandise to all parts of the 
interior, and produce to Ciudad - Bolivar. The 
llaneros of Apure were amongst the most famous 
soldiers of the War of Independence. 

Life in the llanos is a rude warfare with nature, 
and well calculated to develop those qualities of 
bravery and dashing ingenuity, displayed in so 
remarkable a degree, by the soldiers of Paez, in 
their struggles with the Spaniards. 

M JEstado 6 Provincia de Guayana is the largest 
in the Union, in fact, larger than the whole of the 
others collectively. It has Brazil on the south ; the 
States of Apure, Guarico, Barcelona, and Maturin, 
and the Atlantic Ocean on the north ; the Kepublic of 
Colombia on the west ; and British Guiana and the 
Atlantic Ocean on the east. It is over 650 miles in 
extent from north to south, and 700 from e/ist to 
west. The population of Guayana has been estimated 
at 57,000, or one inhabitant to four square miles. 
It has 300 miles of coast line, and its chief port, 
Ciudad-Bolivar, stands on the right bank of the 

• San Fernando del Apure waa the place in which the "Blue" party 
was finally overthrown, by General Guzman Blanco, in the campaign of 
1872. 



Orinoco, 287 milea from its mouth. The islands of 1 
Caugrcjos and Coroeuro belong to this State. The | 
Delta of the Orinoco ia of immenae size, containing ] 
13,430 square nules, and divided into islets by the j 
thirty-six channels through which the Orinoco empties. I 
itself into the sea. The waters at Ciudail-Bohvar rise ] 
80 feet when the melted snow from the Andes cornea 
down. The mountains of Guayaua foim a separate 
system, known aa the Sierra Pai-lma. The highest i 
point is the Penon Maraguaca, 8228 feet, mentioned I 
in the previous chapter. 

Guayana has 286 rivers, and nearly 800 smaller I 
streams. The cAte/" rivers are the Orinoco, Guaviare, 
Meta, Caroni, Cuyuni, and Eio-Negro ; next in im- J 
portance are the Inirida, Vichada, Caura, Paragua, J 
Veutuari, Siapa, Sipapo, Padamo, Chucbivei-o, Aro, 
Cunucunuma, Mazaruni, Yuruari, aud Brazo del 1 
Casiquiare ; followed by the Ocamo, Atabapo, Paci- 
moni, Suapure, Icavaro, Aguirre, Mavaca, Imataca, J 
and Puruni, which are considered rivers of third-Tfite i 
importance. Many of these streams are navigable I 
for long distances, but they have all raudales (rapids), 
some of which are difficult to pass. The rapids of the j 
Orinoco have been rendered famous by Humboldt. 

The climate of Guayana is generally hot and un- 
healthy, and is considered entirely unsuitable for Euro- 
peans. Near the great swamps and forests, subject to 1 
continual rain and flood, and where the sunlight can f 
rarely penetrate through the dense vegetation, the I 
moisture and heat are alike uubearalile, 

Guayana is physically separated into three great 1 
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divisions, corresponding to the coui'se of the river 
Orinoco. "Za primera direccion del Orinoco y 
separacion del Casiquiare" is the region of wood- 
lands, crossed by white and black rivers, and where 
the rainfall is almost continuous. Here is very little 
of civilised life ; the Indians of the missions live on 
the banks of the Orinoco, the Casiquiare, and Kio- 
Negro, whilst their untamed brethren disport them- 
selves on the margin of many others, as well as in the 
interior of the forests. To the second division has 
been given the name "Za primera inflexion del 
Orinoco" which is the region of the Great Rapids. 
Here are forests tenanted by savages, and savannas 
where docile Indians traffic with the few white resi- 
dents. At the cataracts is a region of calm, but 
lower down there is a district where truly "the 
stormy winds do blow." The third portion, "Za 
segunda inflexion del Orinoco,'' is the most populated, 
and has some commerce with the llanos. Whilst the 
Christianised Indians live in the settlements, the 
nomades roam in the great forests ending in the 
sierra of Pacaraima, where storm and calm alternate, 
and where it rains all the year round. 

Guayana has many natural curiosities, the greatest 
of them, literally and metaphorically, being the rau- 
dales of the Atiires and Maipiires.* Worthy of notice 

* "Late intelligence from Venezuela announces the discovery of a 
waterfall from a height higher than the highest previously known. A 
tributary of the Orinoco, descending bodily from a cliff 2000 feet high, 
and afterwards rushing down 3000 feet at an angle of 45 degrees, is, 
according to the account of Mr. Charles Brown, a sight which will yet 
attract the attention of geographers. No mention is made by Hum- 



titso are the painted rocks of La Encaramada and 
C^iieara, the ljlax.-k watt>rs of the Upper Orinoco, the 
rich forests of Infrida, and the caverns of the Rio- 
Ncgro. At the last-named spot is a narrow rift in 
the mountain, and at the top is a grotto, wheiwa 
Indian skeletons and unis have been discovered. As 
the Atiirea are believed to have been destroyed by 
constant warfare, some centuries ago, the objects 
found by M. Thirion have considerable antiquit)-. 
A skull which he brought away is remarkable for ita 
prognathism, and its approach to the dollcepbalie 
form. 

The poisoned arrows of the Indians have been a 
matter of wonder. The ourari or wourall, as the 
deadly liquid is called, is supposed to owe its toxic 
effects to the Strychnos toan/era, although the Indians 
pretend that it is mtvde of the fangs of the most 
venomous snakes. This statement is probably due, 
partly to their love of lying, and partly to the fact 
that the symptoms caused by it are not unlike those 
following snake bites. It may be taken without 
danger into the stomach, but when it is injected into 
the blood, it acts upon the nervous system, and leads 
to paralysis, and ends in death by asphyxia. In 

IjftlJt nf BHch n phcnonieiioii, Imt in a country bo eilenBive us Venc- 
ziieln, 1VI! need noL aupjiuse tbut it Joes nut exiHt because not discoveieij 
or heard of Ity tbe great eiplorer in his inenioraLle expedition inio 
the remotegt pnrU of tbe Bcpublic, wbcrc the Oriooco lends the charm 
of majj'nitudti to its BurTouiidiii^js. An earlier exi«ditiun of Mr. 
Brown's wns the nienna of discovering b, full in Gunyann four times the 
lieight of Ningara, and the undoiibteil truth of this first discovery 
hitvitig 1>een proved by mote tbnn uue Etii'lishniiin, we may reasonably 
conclude that this greater discovery on tlie part of Mr, Brown is not 
less true." — Venetwla : itt Ptople and iis Prmliiclii. 
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sLjoting theae arrows, the Indians do not employ 
bows, but long tubes of sabracane, from which they 
can blow them with such precision as to strike even 
small birds in the highest trees. When the intention 
is not to kill, but to capture, they admiulgter an anti- 
dote to the animal stupified by its wourali wound. 
The antidote is said to be simply common salt." 

When an Indian of the Rio-Negro is smitten by 
the charms of some dusky belle, and has secured the 
good-will of her parents, they give him a bit of quartz, 
chosen for its luirdness and transparency. This raw 
material he is expected to transform into a neat, 
cylindrical-shaped ornament. At one end he per- 
forates a hole, through which he passes a riblaou, 
decorated with the plumage of the paroquet. This 
gay-looking gaga damouv he then hangs upon his 
lady's neck in token of hetrothal.f The preparation 
of the Piedra de los Soltci-os requii-ea so much labour 
that there is little danger of the Indian niarrj-ing in 
haste, however much lie may repent at leisure. It is 
evident, fi-om this custom, that quartz jewellery was 
known long before the Cidifornians made it. 

The capitid of Guayana Wiis commenced in 1575, 
when it was called Santo Tomas de Guayana ; in 
1 59 1 it wa3 tr.vnslated, and in 1 764 again removed, 
this time to the locality it now occupies, under the 
name of Ciudad-Bolivar, or Angostura.! It is remark- 

• " Exp. Univ. lie 186?, VenuiueLi Notice," Pnria, iS67,p.3i. 

t One uf tlivsK atouea waa cxliil>itvil in Uie Parin Exliilntion, 1S67. 

X An original MS, lusi) of Uie city, wiili iIh Tortiiicutiuns, unilcr ihe 
8]iaiiiBli n\v, huints in thi- inaji-nioMi of Uio Royitl Geo-nTapiiital Sneieiv. 
Tlie Ulillioi- sucuie.! it ill Ci.nlcn^ 

VOL. I. r 
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able in history for its capture by the patriots in 1817, 
and for the declaration of the independence of Ven- 
czuehi, made here in November 1818. The second 
Congress, which led to the formation of the expedition 
for the liberation of Nueva Granada, was held in this 
town. This expedition secured the liberty of Colom- 
biii, the great republic that fell to pieces with the 
death of its founder, Bolivar, and is now divided into 
three sovereign republics, Ecuador, Colombia (Nueva 
Granada), and Venezuela. The population of the 
capitid is 8486. Finally, Ciudad-Bolivar, is famous 
for its Angostura bitters — Amargo de Siegert. 
About 7000 cases yearly pass through the custom- 
house. 



CHAPTER Y. 

EXCURSION TO THE COAL DlSTllICT OF NUEVA BARCELONA. 

" Yet simple Nature to liis hope lias given, 
Behind the cloiul-topped hill, a huinhler heaven ; 
Some safer world in depth of woods emhraced, 
Some happier island in the watery waste, 
Where slaves once more their native land hehold, 
No fiends torment, nor Christians thirst fur gold/* — Pope. 

The importance of a good supply of coal to a young 
and rising country cannot be over-estimated. As 
there was a general impression in Cardcas that ver}^ 
extensive beds of this mineral existed in Nueva Bar- 
celona, I determined to pay a visit to that State, to 
learn whether '* black diamonds" could be obtained 
in anything like paying quantities. Other persons 
had visited this carboniferous district before, but no 
very definite idea as to the extent of it had been 
formed. Captains of steamers and engineers, who 
had used the " Mundo Nuevo " coal, had reported it 
to be of first-rate quality. 

On the 1st of April (certainly not an auspicious 
day), accompanied by Generals Nicanor Bolet Peraza 
and Leopoldo Terrero, I started from La Guayra. The 
*' Dudley Buck," a wretched, miserable vessel, dignified 
by the name of a steamer, but in reality half a lighter 
and half a hulk, took us on board, and having got up 
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steam, proceeded at full speed, something less than the 
pace of .a metropolitan four-wheeler, to our destination, 
the port of Nueva Barcelona. After some hours' sail, 
Cabo Codera was conspicuous iu %'iew. This pro- 
montory forms an important landmark, as it termin- 
ates the coast chain of mountains. It is reported to 
lie the stormiest point on the Caribbean Sea. 

We met on Ifoard an old military officer who had 
taken an active part in the War of Independence. 
He deplored, in touching accents, the present state of 
the country, and the disasters to her industry involved 
by a long-continued series of civil wars. Another 
passenger — a young general — seemed to think intes- 
tine broils rather good things I He was an honest 
good-hearted joven, and we had some strong argu- 
ments on the subject, in which I felt at a disadvan- 
tage, not having sufficient Spanish to convey my 
eloquence, and so was obliged to explain my views 
physically or get them translated. 

Thus commenced a campaign against civil war, 
which lasted throughout my residence in Venezuela, 
and was carried on morning, noon, and night, iu 
season and " out of season," with high and low, rich 
and poor, political and nnn-politic^nl, amarillo y azul, 
from the President down to the humblest ohrey-o with 
whom I came in contact. 

The port of Barcelona is nothing but an open road- 
stead, very shallow along shore, with a shifting sandy 
bottom, that will always defy improvement ; nor arc 
there any natural advantages in the conformation of 
the land necessary to make a good port. Here cargo 
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must be disembarked in a small boat, which ia fatal to 
auj-thing like extensive eommei-ee. No vessel can get 
nearer than three-quarters of a mile to the shore. 

On the mornLng of the 3d we landed, and rode up 
to the city of Nueva Barceloua, the capital of the 
State, 3^ miles from the beach. We were hospitably 
received by General Jos^ Gregorio Monagas, President 
of the State. To him and to his brothers, General 
Domingo and Seiior Cruz, my thanks are due for 
marked attentions received during the whole of my 
visit. The family of Mon^aa is one of the oldest 
and beat in the country, and has provided tlirec presi- 
dents for the Republic ; whilst other members of it 
have attained high political positions, both in the 
service of the federation and in the State of Barcelona, 
where they wield great influence and own large por- 
tions of the land. A peaceful state of things would 
ensure them a princely income. 

On our way to the city we passed the ruins of La 
Casa Fueiie, the scene of one of the bloodiest epi- 
sodes in the War of Independence. In the year 1817, 
Aldama, commander of the Spanish armed forces, 
taking advantage of the fact that Nueva Barcelona 
was not well guarded, made an attack on the Plaza. 
The patriot troops and the inhabitants took refuge in 
the old Franciscan convent of the Hospicio, called 
also La Casa Fuerte. 

After two or three days' siege, a priest under the 
pretext of looking for water, went to the Spanish 
camp and said to Aldama, " I will show you the only 
place where you can make an entrance." 
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Aldama directed his atttick to this jjtjuit, and, 
having made a breach in the walls, entered, and all 
its brave defenders were maaaacrod without mercy. 

Tliere was a second bastion guarded by Valez, but 
it was too weak to afford any security. He defended 
it, however, with desperate bravery, and then cut liis 
way out, sword in hand, and so enabled a few of the 
giirrison to escape. Aldama, who seems to have been 
impressed by his heroism, cried out, " Save this young 
man I Save this brave officer at any coat ! " * Valez, 
however, saved himself. Two other well-known cha- 
racters, Friates and Rivas, also escaped, but, being 
badly wounded, they were soon afterwards taken 
prisoners, sent on to Car6.cji.s and shot on the Plaza. 

One of the chiefs of the patriot party, an Engliah- 
man named Chamberlain, was lying wounded in a 
rell of La Casa Fuerte, attended by his wife, and 
during the slaughter, a Spanish official entered and 
said to the woman, " If you will come %vith me I will 
save your husband." 

Two pistols were lying upon the table, and she re- 
plied by taking one of them and shooting the man 
dead. Offering the other to her husband she said, " 1 
prefer death at the hands of ray husband to dishonour 
from a Spaniard." 

Chamberlain could not bring himself to so dreadful 
a sacrifice, and whilst they were conversing, the 
adjutant of Aldnma entered the room and asked, 
"Who is that man on the bed?" "My husband," 

■ "Sairen A ttejofrlt ! oalven & twlo lOfta if r»lc vaHeiilc ojieial." 



Chap, v.] SPAN/SI/ CIUl'ALRY. 87 

she replied. The wretoh immeiUately pistolled the 
wounded man. 

The latly, maddened by the sight of her dead hus- 
band, seized the cUscarded weapon, and with it made 
the arch-fiend bite the dust. Aldama, who had missed 
his adjutant, came to seek him, but found only hi.s 
dead body. 

The heroic woman, who had thus bravely defended 
her own honour and avenged the murder of her hu«- 
itand, was, by order of the ehivah-ous Spanish general, 
passed on horseback before all his troops, and then 
shot in fi'ont of La, Casa FueHe. 

Amongst those who had sought shelter in the jilace 
wiis a young and beautiful girl, daughter of one of the 
leading citizens of Biircelona. She had taken refuge 
on tlie roof, but finding that the Spaniards were 
endeavouring to secur*-. her person, she, fearing out- 
rage from tlie soldiers, tlii*ew herself off the ti>p of the 
building and wiis instimtly dashed to pieces. Four 
women, less happy in their fate than slie, were given 
up to the brutality of the Royalists. 

Looking upon the blood-stained ruins of La Casa 
-f'tterte, no one can wonder at the intense hatred with 
which Spain is regarded by the present generation. 

The wretched priest, whose treachery had caused 
this slaughter and bloodshed, left Barcelona and hid 
himself in Carfieas, where he Wiis known for long 
years after by the sobriquet of " Corona de Sangre " 
(erown of blood). 

La Opimon Nacional (February 3. 1871) pub- 
lishes the original deapntch of Aldama, in whidi lie 



announces the taking of La Casa Fuerte. He is, of! 
course, judiciously silent about " Corona de Sangre," 
but his testimony is sufficient to show that the I 
patriots have not exaggerated the hoiTors which the I 
SpiUiiards perpetrated in the War of Independence. I 
" Ma^ de mtl cadaveres" says Aldama, " de la guarni-\ 
cxon y particulares adictos d la rehelion encerrados I 
en la casa fuerte, mordieron el polvo, y pagaron su\ 
loco frenesi." ^ Further on, he says that when he 
learned there were many private individuals who had 
taken refuge, he called upon them to surrender, and 
promised that their lives should be spared. " My ■ 
desire was to avoid tliat effusion of blood which l| 
saw was otherwise inevitable." t 

After this dismal tale, noticing some plantains, II 
was told a story of an Italian quack doctor of Barce- 1 
lona, who was called upon to attend an Englishman ■! 
who had fever. He knew nothing of the disease, and I 
trusted to the chapter of accidents to bring the patient I 
safe through. In the course of the night the sick man 4 
ate a large bunch of plantains, and in the morning 
was so much better that the doctor inquired what he 
had taken, and on being informed, made a note in his 
memorandum book that the fruit of the plantain tree i 
was a sure remedy for fevers. (It is proverbially the J 
worst thing a person in a fever can take.) Some J 
time after he was called upon to cure a Frenchman 1 

* " Mnre than a thouBontl peieonH of the gari'iaon and of c\ 
iinplicated in the rebellion, ivho were in Tht Slromj Hovte, bit the diut 1 
ftnil puid for their nmdnesa." 

t "Xi emimo file tt rf« tritar la ef anion ilt lanijre, que en 
miraia como itieviuMe," 
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who was ill of the same disease, but in spite of the 
doctor s liberal dose of plantains, the Frenchman died. 
The quack, therefore, added to his former note " that 
plantains, although a sure remedy for fever-stricken 
patients, had no eflScacy upon the French conBtitu- 
tion." 

New Barcelona was founded in 1637, and now, with 
its 8cxxD inhabitants, is a thriving, bustling, little 
town.* Although it has suffered somewhat from the 
War of Independence and civil war, the energies of itij 
people have not been impaired. The business of the 
place is chiefly in the hands of about six firms of good 
commercial standing and reputation* They import all 
the foreign goods the State requires, prindfially dry 
goods, flour, hardware, &c., and in return exjxirt the 
greater portion of its produce of cotton, coffee, cauA), 
hides, fine timber, and the valuable dyewrxKU whir^li 
abound here. 

The State itself has an area of 1 155 Bpanmh f^juxtre 
leagues, equal to about 10,000 English m\\mrit niihrn. 
The population amounts to 1 00,000, t the f^rcjiUtr 
portion finding profitable occupation in the brei*^ling 
of cattle and the cultivation of cotton, for which the 
extensive plains in the interior — district of Amgua — 
are peculiarly adapted. The valleys near the mm an? 
devoted to agriculture, the produce lacing of a iroputul 
character. On the coast are many salt marshes — Imt 
few of these have been utilised. 



* Humboldt estimated the population in 1800 at i6fioo, 

t The last census gave the State of Nueva Barcelona 101,393 irihalii- 

tants. 



The State is well watered ; no less than eighty-eight , 
rivei-s run through it. many of them being navigable. 
Nueva Barcelona only wants a railway and a good 
harljour to enable it to develop itself. A line might 
be eeonomically ronatructed from the capital to 
Soledad, near ttudad- Bolivar. The i-oad ia perfectly 
level. The tliflieult navigation of the river Orinoco 
in this way would be avoided. This project ia 
brought forward more prominently in a subsequent 
i-haptcr. 

In this part of the Republic there ju-e some tribes 
i)f Cariltes, now a mild inoffensive people, veiy imlike 
their warlike ancestors. A family of this genus was 
introduced to me by the President of the State. In 
the matter of costume they would not have passed 
muster in an English drawing-room 1 In one respect, 
however, they were as civilised as English aldermen, 
for they presented me with an address couched in 
most flowery langtuige, and which gave mc moro 
pleasui-e than those who are accustomed to receive 
such-like attentions usually experience ; nor was my 
gratification less from not understanding a word of it. 
The spokesmen of the tribe — the only professional 
<daas they have — exercise the funcrtions of priests, 
jugglers, and physieituis, a eombinatiuu that might 
seem to have an element of the sarcastic, if wc did 
not know how destitute of humour the Indians aiv. 
They reminded mo of some n-d-skins whom 1 met in 
the vicinity of the river Colnmdo, in Arizona. On one 
tK-eaiiion, surely an ep<Kli in their history, they saw 
rh'' point of ii jiike. A bmve mid \m squ.iw Iirought 
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some firewood to my camp, and aa they wanted to 
charge twice its value, the purchase was declined. 
They were greatly enraged, and after loud maledic- 
tions, deliberately bunii'd it. Some days after, they 
apiM'ftred again, this time with a Inindle of hny fur 




I Bale. To convince them of the eiTor of their ways, 

, about half its value was ofi'ered. On their declining 

this abatement, I took a match from my pmiket, and 

suggested that they should make a bonfire of the liay 

also. A roar of " hiughter inextingilislmble " bursL 



from the pair as the fun penetrated their hard heads. 
It was with difficidty they were induced to take any 
payment at all for the hay 1 

Like most other native tribes on the weatem con- 
tinent, the Caribes are gradually disappearing before 
the influences of the " white man." Bowing before 
the irresistible power of the " spirituous " sword of 
annihilation, falsely termed, in too many instances, 
civilization, they become less barbarous as their num- 
bers diminish. According to their own accounts, 
however, they are still the largest of all the Orinoco 
tribes. 

The rapacity and cruelty of the early Spanish 
adventurers fills us with horror. Our highly sensitive 
modem feelings are shocked at their blood-guiltiness. 
We shudder at the narrative of the tortures they* 
inflicted upon the Indians in their search for the lai 
of El Dorado, until the poor savages, like 

" EihanBted travcllere, that hnve undergone 
The scorching tienta of Life's intem]>erute xoue, 
Hait« for refregliiiient to their beds beneath. 
And fltrctch tbeniselves in the cool ehodes of deatb." 

And yet how heedlessly we pass by the deadliei 
destruction carried on amongst primitive races in oia 
own day. The old conquistador slew the savage ; 
modem settler places a weapon in his hands where-l 
with he slays himself. The rum-bottle is morel 
clfcctivc than the sword. The one now and then held! 
bloody carnival, the other works in detail unceasingly I 
and apparently imseen. The occasional massacre- 
thc wholesale blood-letting— with its piled-up victims, 
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was a mere molehill beside the mammoth mountain 
of misery and death wrought by the " fire-water " the 
white man Isrings from beyond the sea. 

The Caribes, like .some other Indians, attribute to 
themselves a serpent origin, or have it attributed to 
them. One legend, in which the "fine Roman hand" 
of the Jesuitical padre is easily discernible, was cur- 
rent among the Salinas, who were often at war with 
the Caribes, Acconling to tliia most reliable history, 
Puru sent his son from heaven to kiU a terrible serpent 
devastating the Orinoco, and, when the animal was 
slain, said to it, "Vete al injierno 'iiutldito ! " which, 
mildly translated into English, means, " Take yourself 
off to the principality of perpetuid perdition, you 
personification of profound and preternatural per- 
fidity 1 " This hapjiy state of aflairs did not last long, 
for, as the beast putrified, there bred in its carcase 
great worms, from each of which stepped forth a 
C^aribe and his wife. It would lead ua out of our 
way to discuss here the besirings of this mythologicitl 
legend — certainly a curious one. 

Caribe Indiana have always been credited with a 
fierceness that at present they do not possess. Civi- 
lization, chiefly in an alcoholic form, has softened 
their manners, and in some things they now greatly 
resemble their white brethren. In the matter of 
company dress, for instance, the liwlies of the tribe, 
like their fairer sisters, display much more of their 
personal charms than do their lords and masters. 
They have, however, a supreme contempt for the 
amenities of life. On their feast days, both men and 
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women dresB themselves in the costume of the white 
not for the purpose of vanity, but of ridicule. It do< 
not much matter what the garments are, or wheth^ 
they are put to their original use. When the feast w 1 
over, these trappings are east into the fire, round 
which the whole frantic crowd dance, in that condition 
— the state of extreme nature — in which we all cute 
the world. 

The women are, of course, the beasts of burden, 
and it is painfully amusing to see the " weaker vessel " 
staggering along under the weight of the household 
gods, while the " head of the house," in fine fcathei 
with martial tread, stalks on in all the glory of 1 
manhood in the rear. The woman transports tha 
in a caramvU — a eonieid-shaped basket held by i 
band ^Missing over her forehead ; and if there arc chi 
drou too young to walk, she canies them in a sccoa 
basket, slung over her back in the same way. 

The " young swell " of the tribe, before he is du] 
qualified for the maiTiage state, has to undergo i 
course of physic, fasts, and penance. The girls marry " 
at the age of ten and twelve. The iintc-hymenea! 
proceedings arc at least peculiar. The friends of the 
bride-elect collect together, and with much ceremony 
put her into a hammock, :md give her as company, for 
a certain time, a quantity of live ants, wa-sps, ecnti- 
pedes, &c. If she bears this infliction c!ilmly,she is con- 
sidered fit for the ills, trouljles, tuid petty annoyances of 
matrimonial life, and the nuptuils are at once lilessed 
i)V the priest. What hajipcns if her equanimity fails 
I could not Icai'n. The thought of remjiining unmar- 
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ried, and degenerating into an aged spinster, is no 
doubt aa terrible to the dusky belle of the Orinoco as 
it is to her blonde sister. 

Churches are sometimes Imilt in a very leisurely 
fashion in Venezuela. The parish ehui-ch of Bareelona, 
under the special prote(^tioii of San Cri8t61j!U — aa gootl 
a patron as could be desired in a wai'like country- 
was comnmnced in 1748, imt not finished untU 1773. 
It is the only parish chiu'ch in the State enjoying the 
high privilege of having been consecrated. 

Amongst its furniture is the extraordinary image 
of Succour — Xa Proditjiosa Imdytni del Socoito. 
It stands on an altar of stone, and is so highly vene- 
rated that it can only be carried in procession under 
a canopy. When the eight double joists supporting 
the roof were being raised to their present position, 
the entire neighbourhood was called in to help, and 
whilst the work was going on the miraeuluua image 
was uncovered and lit up. At the beginning its aid 
WHS invoked, and at the conclusion thanks were 
offered for the happy termination. If the image had 
allowed the devotees, who were rooting it in from the 
rain, to be killed, its most Jtrdent ailmirera could 
hardly have vindicated it from a charge of mau- 
idaughter. But the church was buUt in the golden 
age of faith — a hundred years ago — when men were 
thankful for small mercies. The Iglesia dc Sun 
Crist6hul has much to interest the pious pilgrim. 
Besides the figure already mentioned, there are im- 
mense statues of the pati-on saint and of Santa 
Eulalin. There are also the fullowiiip relii-s, wliicli 



96 THE LAND OF BOIIVAK. [Cliap. v. 

c-unnot fail to excite the liveliest feelings of devotion 
in the breasts of those who realise how near they am 
to those precioiia fragments of the sainted dead : — A 
hone of San Severiano, another of San Juato, another 
of Santa Beuigna, another of Santa Victoria, another 
of San Eustachio, another of San Facundo, another of 
San Pedro de Alcilntai-a, another of San Pascnal 
Bailon, another of San PjicLfico, and another of Santa 
Anastacia I This preeiuua collection of holy curiosities 
is deposited in a crystal vase, enclosed in a covering 
of tin, and buried in a little sepulchre beneath the 
altar-stone. It may be well to add, for the sceptical, 
that the documents to authenticate these saintly orts 
were deposited with them, for even in the golden age 
there were whispers of forged relics I The church had 
foraierly the jn'ivilege of sanctuary, and has been dis- 
tinguished by various other favours. In the interior 
it has a fine apj)earance, although it is studiously 
plain. With the exception of the space behind the 
high altar, where there iu-e five statues in niches, the 
effect is produced not by a profusion of ornament, 
but by the general impressive massiveness of the 
structure. 

Senor Tomas Potentini has discovered near the 
city a spring of mineral water, which enjoys consider- 
iil)le reputation in the Rejiubhc as a tonic. There is a 
natural spring of tliis description at La Plnzoleta, and 
a consideration of the probabilities of the case led 
Seiiur Potentini to believe that the hidden stream 
|)assed under his own habitation. He constructed an 
artesian well, iUid at a depth of fifteen yards came 
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upon the medicinal water. The name he haa given 
to it — "Agua Providencial de Potentini " — ought to 
make his fortune. 

On the 4th of April we etiirted on hoi-seliack from 
the city for the coal mines of Naricual. Crossing 
a fine bridge over the Neveri at Barcelona, we fol- 
lowed the right bank of the river for some distance, 
and met troops of peasantry toiling along with their 
produce to the city ; one of these, a mounted water- 
carrier, proved an interesting study. 

Cotton plantations, with trees all bearing good 
crops, dotted the plains here and there. This fruitful- 
ness surprised me not a little, after learning the rude 
and primitive process of cultivation of that all-impor- 
tant fibre. It may be briefly described as follows : 
The labourer (peon), armed with the long-bladcd 
machete, the indispensable companion of the indus- 
trial class, clears the ground, and, having burnt the 
weeds and brushwood, takes a sharp-pointed stick, 
and makes a hole fi'ora four to six inches deep in the 
earth, and drops into it a few cotton seeds. These he 
then covers by pressing the hole with his heel, and 
thus the crop is sown. It should, however, Imb added, 
tiiat in every alternate one Indian com is planted, 
distance apart being about two yards. Fi-om 
-Seed-time till harvest only one cleaning of the ground 
takes place. Not a great amount of extra latwur, 
judiciously ai)plied, would be requisite to enable the 
planter to seize upon all the advantages offei-ed by 
nature for Ids acceittauce in her lavish endowment of 
this diHtrict, ami thus secure fur him.self a handsome 
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profit on his cotton venture. Uufortunately, however, 
he considers his mniza crop as his staple, and the 
cotton a by-product. The maize furnishes his daily 
bread, the cotton goes to his merchant — in some caaea 
to pay delits previously contracted. 

Barcelona has about 7000 square miles of territory 
suitable for cotton. Now, as an acre can produce 
about 200 lbs., it follows that the 4,480,000 aerea 
available would yield 896,000,000 lbs., o 
3,000,000 bales per annum, an amount nearly equal 
to half the production of the United States. The 
climate for cotton-growiug is perfect, and there would 
be no danger of losing the crop, as sometimes happens 
in North America. In Aragua cotton is properly culti- 
vated, and, as a natural consequence, the product is 
more satisfactory both in quality and quantity. The 
establishment of a press for the extraction of the oil 
from the cotton seeds would be advantageous, as a 
considerable quantity is obtainable. 

We again crossed the river Neveri, and passed over 
much rich land (but very little of it under tillage), 
untO we approached the Naricual, a branch of the 
former. This river passes through goi^es in the con- 
tinuation of the chain of hills separating tlie valley 
of Aragilita fix>m the valley of Naricual. We had now 
to do some rough riding over tall hills and through 
dense ravines till we struck the coal district. From 
one of these heights we had a fair few of the llanos 
of Barcelona, said to very much resemble those of 
Apure and Guariro, although on a smaller scale. At 
about three in the afternoon, tii-ed with our journey. 
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and oppressed with the intense heat — it waa 90° in 
the shade — we determined to rest for the night, to 
prepare for the hard day's work in anticipation on 
the morrow. Our rendezvous was a hand-power 
sugar-mill on a small augiir-cane estate,* some dis- 
tance from the veins of coal, but to which we sent 
an Indian, who brought back enough samples for a 
trial. The result proved very satisfactory. 

Before daybreak we slipped out of our hanunoeks, 
and just aa morning dawned we were an train for 
the coal mines. After hulf-an-hour's ride, two small 
coal veins were visible, stretching across the face of a 
bluff. These scams, broken up and not well defined, 
appeared to dip into the hill, the one at an angle of 
45°, and the other at about 15°. Higher up the river 
we came upon many more exposures of coal ; one bed 
iu particular attained a maximum thickness of five 
fuet. When we had traced the cai-boniferous district 
for about three miles, I waa taken suddenly ill, and felt 
unable to proceed further, although my companions 
wished to follow the outei-ops near the river for 
another mile or two, and then return by the face of 
the hilb to see some openings from which 100 tons 
of coal hatl been taken, and transported to the coast, 
during the lifetime of the late proprietor. Sufficient, 
however, hod been seen to prove beyond doubt that 

* Tlie cultivation of tiieBii^^-eaiieiniglit 1>e mnJi! vny reriiuncmtii');, 
as th« pknt J.TOWS in nmiiy pUcia, witliout irri^miou, Iwelva feet hti;|[, 
Hiid witli a diaiiiet«T of two incliee. The valli-f uf Nnrivniil, the pruperty 
(villi tliG cmU juinea) of SeSora Monii^>ai% u well atlapteil fur cuiie, nml 
the liiUjr elupes 'rising from it, belonffiiii^ to tlie Mmo nwniir, nlTunl 
an vxcellent upportunity for tie cHtntili-linmnt of ciiffee jiluiitu lions. 
Wlicn n ruiiwny cnlcrs the dirtriet tbe luml* will Iw of -jruat vuliiu. 
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the coal district was one worthy of a thorough explo- 
ration. 

Next morning we started from the sugar-mill on. J 
our return journey to the city of Barcelona, choosing | 
as our route the one best suited for a railroad, the I 
only cheap practieiil manner of transporting the coal | 
to the coast. The rivers Neveri and Naricual can 
never he made useful for the large traffic which would i 
result from working tliese mines ; the falls on the | 
latter, and the seai-eity of water in both, during cer- 
tain seasons of the year, are good grounds on which J 
to base such an assumption. The altitude of the | 
Neveri near the mines is from 150 to 200 feet above | 
the level of the sea, juid the distance to the coast 1 
twenty miles. The ground the whole way appears 
almost level, presenting no natural ilitKculties for the 
economical construction of a railway, with the excep- 
tion of a rise and fall of about fifty feet through the 
picturesque Pass of La Angostura, a natural rift in | 
the mountain separating the valleys of the Naricual 
and Neveri, Its high, steep, and almost precipitous j 
sides are covered with dense vegetation, the trees in ' 
some places embracing across tlie chasm. A bridge 1 
over tlie Neveri at Tavera woidd be needed — the only 
one on the route — which might be constructed of I 
wood from the neighbouring forests. The lands 
bordering the stream from this point down to Bar- 
celona are rich and productive, and, if a line were 
built, would soon be put under cultivation, and 
graduidly increase its traffic. A branch carried from 
a point near to the entrance of the PaNH of La An- 
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gostura to the pud)lo of AragUita, would prove an 
important addition. This town would then become 
the dep6t for collecting the produce of the magnifi- 
cent valley of AragUita. Fafdiities of communication 
would transform the district, and convert it into a 
thriving commercial centre. 

We arrived in Biireelomi in the evening, and the 
next day made a practical trial at a steam-power 
cotton-ginning establishment of the samples I)rought 
from " Muudo Nuevo " as compared with " Old World " 
coals. The result was much in favour of the Vene- 
zuelan article, which lasted longer and got up " higher 
steam." The imported fuel left a cinder, whilst the 
other burnt away to mere aah. Such a result was 
hardly to be expected, as the mineral had been taken 
by U8 from the surface, and appeared to be much 
weathered. 

It was the Holy Week {Semana Santa), and Roman 
Catholicism showed to advantage in the streets. It 
is a picturesque faith, and there is plenty of scope for 
the artist. Through the city marched the procession 
of the Holy One. Bands of music, playing a weird 
and melancholy nir, announced its iurival. Tables, 
draped with blaek cloth, were borne by invisible 
carriers. On one of these was an image representing 
Jesus bearing the cross, and on others were to be seen 
various of the disciples. The first was of the greatest 
importance, and a huge amount of decorative in- 
genuity had been expended ujwn " Nuestro amigo," 
as a bystander called it. Each image was surrounded 
by lighted candles, enclosed in ginss shndes. Tlic 
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general solemnity of the scene was marred by 
tinual fear lest some of the images should be ovei 
thrown by the jolting, ami, falling amongst thef 
glasses, get grievously injured, and so bring discredil 
upon Los Padres Santos for not better securil 
the safety of the patrons upon whose virtues they livi 
and fatten. The holy wwk is their gala, and they 
provide for the interest of the people lioth mid-day 
and evening entertainments. After dark the spec- 
tacle moves through the streets, surrounded by 
guard of torch-bearers, the light of their flai 
liacJias throwing a lurid glare over the eager fi 
lining the streets as the pageant crawls along. 

One of the character of Barcelona was Jesus Mi 
Jostf Juan Dios Domingo Perez,* a negro of an ord( 
now almost indigenous. Like the king's jester of ol 
he vn\3 a privileged pei-son, and could say and 
many things tliat would have been greatly resentf 
from any of hia compeers. Nondescript creatures of 
this stamp exist in most other towns of the Republic 
They hold almost an official position, and Ity mingled 
wit and stupidity contribute to the amusement td 
their neighbours. Perez had been unnoticed among 
the coloured crowd until he had pttssed the prime of] 
life. Some men, wc iire told, attain distinction, but 
Perez literally fell into fame. To most men a fall is a 
misfortune, but it formed his stock-in-trade, and, like 
a judicious merchant, he thi-ove and grew fat upon it ! 
Whilst engaged one day in repairing the church roof, 
he made a/aux pas, and came down to the ground 

• JcMis Miirv Josq.Ii Joliii Gml Siiii.liiy Siuitli ! 
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the nearest way. Had he fallen upon Imfeet, instant 
death must have been his doom, but, fortunately for 
him, he fell upon his head, and it sustained no injury. 
It proved, notwithstanding, a misfortune for the town, 
Perez had been previously a taciturn, hard-working 
nigger, but the shaking loosened hia tongue, and his 
habits likewise I 

The present port of Barcelona is far from possessing 
the advantages necessary for a good coaling station. 
I determined, therefore, in the few days left of my 
stay, to make an examination of the coast, and see if 
a fitter place could be found. On horseback, we 
started for Poauelos, where a boat was obtained, 
manned by a lot of sturdy negroes, and the work of 
sounding commenced. We examined over six miles 
of the coast, and at ta.st hit upon a place which 
seemed to be in every way suitable for the establish- 
ment of a really good port. It was sheltered, had 
smooth water, with sufficient deptli close along shore ; 
it had good anchorage for a thousand vessels, and was 
situated within four and a half miles of the capital. 
This was on the eastern side of a small peninsula, 
named the Mon-o de Barcelona, running north and 
south, and united to the mainland by a small isthmus 
about a mile long. 

On our return to Cardcas, Seuor Ramon Bolet, witli 
that prophetic inspiration which poets and artist.s feel, 
painted a picture of the Port of Guzman Blanco (so 
named in compliment to the President) of the fviture, 
with railways, tflegraphs, and all other appliances 
of modern civilization. This painting, together ivitli 
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an elaborate map of the district, executed by tbe i&indH 
band, I bad the pleasure of submitdiig to the Preai4 

dent and his MisisteTs. I 

This seart-h for a harbour took three days; eadtl 
. morning oar boat pat into shore at tbe village of 1 
\ Poenelos, where Genend Monjigas bad a large fishing I 
eatabliahmcDt. Fish abounds in these waters, and.'! 
oysters are found on the trees ! This is positive truth ; 1 
as the branches by the side of the sea dip into the J 
water, they are grasped by the ogtras in a firm and. I 
friendly fashion. If any are wanted, it is only necea- I 
eary to raise a branch out of the water and gather the 1 
fruit ! The oyster is of a small species, but exceed- I 
ingly good and wholesome. I 

\\Tulst at Posuclos we gave an entertainment to the I 
work-people of the village, it was appreciated ; the I 
talents for mimicry possessed by General Bolet being I 
exerted in a manner which called for thub- enthusi- 1 
astie admiration. The attitudes and movements he I 
disjjlayed with an extemporised fiddle proved a great I 
success, and also his imitations of the guaraffuata, a I 
peculiar species of Indian music. This attempt at m 
a little amusement was only a smiill return for the I 
hospitality and kindness we met with wherever we I 
went. 

Having completed the " coast survey," we returned 
to the capital, and there awaited the arrival of our old 
friend, the " Dudley Buck," from Trinidad, due on 
the 1 2th of April. 

Soon after my departure Biircelona fell into the 
hands of the Blues. The city wns iptite nnprepiu-eil 
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for a siege, and could not offer any effectual resist- 
ance to the enemy. When the place was retaken by 
the Government troops some lives were lost : amongst 
those who fell was a fine young lad who had been my 
servant during my sojourn. He was shot whilst 
wearing a suit of cast-oflF clothes I had given to him ; 
the garments, I hope, did not identify him with the 
class to which by birth he did not belong, as it would 
have made him a target for the enemy 1 Poor boy ! 
but — " las balas no conocen d nadie ! " 



CHAPTER VI. 



RESIDENCE IN CARACAS. 

" Tlieir nmin, their aits, tlieir manners, I tliu-loee, 
Auil liow tliey war, ami whence tlie people rose." 

— Dbvdih. 

The day after my return to Ciuicas from Nueva Bar- I 
celona 1 was presented by the Minister of Public I 
Works, Dr. M. J. Sanavria, to the President of the I 
Kepublic, General Antonio Guzman Blanco, and had ^ 
about an hour of conversation with him. 

The President Wixs a man of commanding presence 
and very attractive manners, uniting the dignity of ] 
the soldier with the suavity of the courtier. His face, 
to a physiognomist, indicated resolution of cliaractcr, 
and fearless determination to carry to a suecessfitl 
end every undertaking in which he had embarked, 
and his long political and military career abundantly 
proved that he possessed these qualities in no common 
degree. His finely-marked and regular featui-ea give 
him the appearance of one born txj rule, whilst his 
natural friinknesa caused him to be everywhere popu- 
lar, and secured to his government the good-will of 
the people. The President's travels in various parts 
of Europe, and especially his residence in England, 
France, and the United States, had afforded him op- 
poitunities of examining and becoming acquainted 
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with the latest results of civilization ; au J, to a person of 
Ms naturitlly amitc |iiTff'|itii)iis, it mu,st have shown tlio 




advantage, nay, the absolute necessity, of stable govern- 
ment for the development of a country's resources- 
He appeared to be most anxious to see the great 
potential riches of Venezuela unfolded, and was 
lUwaya willing, as he said, to give patient attention 
to any plans having that object in view, whether they 
proceeded from a foreigner or from one of his own 
jieople.* His conversation showed that he fully 
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appreciated the gi-avity and extent of the work he ha< 
undertaken, for all knew of his laudalile endeavour! 
to restore peace and public eecurity to this long-dis- 1 
traded country. It was, indeed, a task enough to J 
appal even the bravest heart, as the ravages of a civil \ 
war of twenty-five years' duration must, in the very I 
nature of things, liave produced a demoralisation of | 
political sentiment, and to restoi-e order to this ehaoa f 
promised no bed of rosea, but was indeed a Herculean 
enterprise, requiring the spirit of a Cromwell. This 
being my first reception, it was impossible during it 
to enter into details respecting plans that had already 
occurred to me, but the President very kindly pro- 
mised an audience whenever desired, and at the ter- 
mination of the interview I was impressed with a very 
favourable opinion of hia character, and a conviction 
that, in the history of his country, his name would 
occupy a high position, not only as a good soldier, 
but as a hberal and wise patron of the arts of peace. , 
Undoubted proofs have already been given that the ' 
President had for his object the welfare of the Repub- 
lic, and under his firm guidance she has fairly entered 
upon tlie path of progress. The development of the 
vast natural resources of the land, by means of rail- 
fa eapittU andpropirlij to render it one of tlie nioat flouriBliing countrii.'S 
ill tlie world. I looli back upon tlie fuw weeks I spent there as aim 
the most enjoyable I ever passed ; and if ever any opportmiitj w 
offer of reviiilting tliat delicious country, I iiliould do ao with pleasure. 
Any traveller, wishing t« jtiJj^e for Ijiinself, lias only to ro by the Wert 
Iriilies steamer to St. Thomas, where lie meet* the sailing packet for La 
Ouayra, which he reaches in four or five days, and with a few letters of 
iutroduolion, or even without any. hospitality will nieel him on 
dirlea, and !ie will never feel a moment hang heovy on his hands.' 
"Rnmbtei and Seramblet in A'ortii and Soulh America," by Edward 
Sullivan. London: 1852. 



Chap, vi.] YKLLOW-FEVER. 109 

ways, roads, telegraphs, and immigration, was a leading 
part of the programme of his administration. Many 
important works have already been commenced,* and 
hopes are entertained that Card,cas will soon be as 
noted for the beauty and magnificence of its public 
buildings as it now is for the everlasting spring of 
its climate, and the loveliness of the scenery amidst 
which it stands. 
The poet's boast — 

" Through burning climes I passed unhurt, 
And breathed a tainted air" — 

did not apply to my case, for on the second day after 
returning from Barcelona a severe attack of fever pro- 
strated me. Sleeping in the " spiced Indian air by 
night " soimds pleasant and poetical, but the luxury 
may be purchased at too high a price. No vale la 
pena. It was a bad phase of yellow-fever in the first 
stage. If this was the Jirst stage, our pity is needed 
for those poor unfortunates who continue the journey 
into the second and third. The origin of my illness 
was partly due to exposure, and partly to drinking 
the water of the place without anything to correct its 
nastiness. The advice to do at " Rome as the Romans 
do " is good, but must not be taken too literally, and 
certainly no English traveller should fall into the mode 
of sleeping in hammocks, in open corridors, as is the 
custom of Barcelona. To the unremitting attention 
of Dr. Fredensburg, a Dane, who practises in Cardcas, 
I owe my rescue from the fangs of this dreadful 

• See Apjiendix P., List of Public Works of Improvement undertaken 
by the Government. 



disease, which liiia killed so many of my eoimtrymcn 
in these tropical regions.* My gratitude is also due 
to Captain Henry Todd of the Venezuelan navy, and 
to Seiior Pedro Bonfaiite, who watched by my bed- 
side almost night and day, and eared for me with all 
the tendemeaa of a nurse. Fifteen days of imprison- 
ment reduced mo gi'eatly, and it was some weeks 
before a thorough restoration of my ordinary vigorous 
health took place. 

The yellow-fever in Venezuela is, however, not so 
deadly as in some other parts of South America. In 
Brazil, for example, a man may be quite well, fever- 
stricken, and buried, within three days, but here the 
disease takes a more Ungering course. 

The good folks of Barcelona should do something 
to lessen the miasmas arising from the low, damp, 
and nntlrained lands surrounding their town. The 
unhealthiness of districts near marsh lands is pro- 
duced, no doubt, by the deeajdng vegetation giving off 
a fever-breeding miasma. It has been suggested that 
the cultivation of the sun-flower {IleUanthtLs animus) 
would, to a certain extent, neutralise these evils. 

* A Biwoiflo is wiid to have been discovered for yellow-fuver. Tlie 
Viue-Cuiisnl of Her Britannic Muji^aty at the city of Bolivar wrilea to 
the Consul-Gutieral at CiLrdona : — " An ulil nomnn, iionieil Marii|uittt 
Orfilc, Uhb l^i^4COVc;reU an efflcacioua i-enicdj fur tlie yellow-fever and 
liliick vniiiit, whicli lia* conijiletely cured seveml [letsoiia after the 
medical men lnul declikred they cotilil only live fur a few hotim. This 
I'l-meily is thejiiice of the leaves of the vervain plant {Verhena officiiuUu), 
which is obtaitied by liruiaiiig, aTiil is tuken in small doses three time* 
a day. Injections of the Mime juice are also adminiBtcred every tw« 
houra, until tliu inti^sliiies iiru couipleteiy relieved of their ciintenls. All 
the medical men here have ailo[ited the ui>e of the remedy, and coiise- 
ijuently very few, if any, ]ier80ii8 now die of these terrilde di;Oflses re- 
ferrud to. Tiiu leaves of the female phmt only are used." 
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When grown in numbers, it absorbs the exhalations 
from the marshes, and turns to good account that 
which is so destructive to mankind. The girasole is 
worth cultivating on its own account. The seeds 
make good cattle-food, and yield a useful oil; the 
flowers contain honey; the leaves are fodder; the 
stems can be used for fuel, and contain a good deal of 
extractable potash.* 

The anniversary of the revolution, which had raised 
the liberal party to power, was celebrated by a grand 
jiesta on the 26th of April ; the city was gaily deco- 
rated with flags and flowers, and everywhere the eye 
rested upon portraits of the President. Crowds of 
people lined the streets; the enthusiasm was uni- 
versal, and waa not marred by drunkenness or dis- 
order. In some parts of the town there were sham 
battles, mimic encounters, wherein the actors, with 
hlue and yellow banners, represented in humane 
fashion the deadly struggle of the two political 
parties. The night followed beautifully clear; the 
moon shone pale and calm above all the stir, and the 
thousand lesser luminaries invented by humanity. 
Lights sparkled in every quarter, and the humblest 
houses hung out their tiny lamps to contribute to 
the general brilliance. Discharges of fireworks — the 
safety-valve of the people of Venezuela when sur- 
charged with political or patriotic emotion — took 
place almost incessantly throughout the evening ; the 
towering heights of the sierras of the coast range 

* M. Martin communicated a paper on this subject to the Society dc 
Therapeutique, which is noticed in La Opinion Nacionaly No. Zy/, 
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foiiuing a magnificent backgi'ound for these pjTO- 
technie displays. 

The 27th opened with a graud saJvo of iirtillery, 
soon after mid-day the people were in full 
towards the phiin of the Estado Zamora, where 
" banqnete popular" was to be celebrated. The prtj* 
cession was long and imposing. For those fatigued 
with the hot sun, the eharming kiosks of Senor Tovar 
Galindo, with their pleasantly cool grottos and cas- 
cades, afforded an agreeable retreat.* At two in the 
afternoon came the President. The music, the din of 
artillery, and the hearty cheers of the multitude 
might well have made him feel proud, but he received 
the ovation witli modest acknowledgments. In » 
summer-house prepared for tlie occasion, a " medal of 
honour " waa presented to him by the " Coneejo Ad- 
ministrador de Cardeas." To the address he made a 
8uital>le reply, and the party returned to the plain, 
where boufires had been lighted, and over which were 
huge oxen, suspended on poles, roasting for the j>opu- 
lace. This came asada having been parted into ill- 
shapeu lumpish masses, was then distributed to the 
various groups, whereupon each individual member 
composing the same cut off his slice, and ate it with 
mucho gusto. This feast, not d la/ourchette, but A la 
main, w^fta an ofi'ering at once to Hunger and Patriot- 
ism. After a speech from General Aristeguicta, the 
vast concourse turned towards the city, forming a 
triumphal procession, at the head of which were the 

* A i;licniicul works mi a small svak, fur the niunufuctimufsiilpljuric 
nuiil iiud Him[>, Iiub bwii cruuhU liv Sciiur Tuviir an the utiue [irojici'ty. 
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members of the Government and some of the leading 
chiefs of the army, who had aided in the taking of Card- 
ca.s the year before, — amongst them Matias Salazar ! 

The city was again illuminated, and at nine o'clock 
began the grand ball, offered to the head of the nation 
by his Ministers and generalissimos. The guests were 
received by the wives of the former, and it must 
have been a source of gratification to Sefiora Carlota 
Blanco de Guzman to welcome her favourite son as 
chief magistrate of the Republic. The ball-room was 
tastefully decorated with choice specimens of the flora 
of Caracas, culled from neighbouring gardens. The 
ladies were dressed to perfection. French dressmakers 
of known ability were not uncommon in Caracas, and 
the natural good taste of the fair sex of the metro- 
polis, prevented these worthies going to extremes in 
the decoration of their patronesses. 

It was the custom in the capital for the leading 
citizens to have nights set apart for the reception of 
their friends, discarding the necessity of special invita- 
tions. These ** at homes " were often very attractive, 
the absence of strict formality adding to the enjoy- 
ment ; and whilst the padres defamilias were indulg- 
ing in " guinea point whist " in a room apart, youtli 
was deriving less costly and more innocent pleasure in 
the grand sala devoted to dancing, music, and flirta- 
tion. 

The Danish Consul-General Mr. Guillermo Sturuji, 
the Brazilian C<msul Mr. John Rohl, and my friend 
Leseur, had each his special night ; whilst La Sefiora 
Elena Eclianagucia de Ilalin, at her cliamiing casn Je 

VOL. I. II 
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cam^o (eountry-huuse) — rightly uametl El Patxtim 
(ParatUae) — cntcrtaiued her visitors, amongst whom 
were many foreigners, with all that graci^ful affability 
for which she was so famous. Que important qaalifici 
tion for the t-ntertainment of hor mixed company ( 
charming hostess possessed in a high degree, beil 
able to converse fluently with the guests in thej 
native language, whether they came from Englm 
France, Germany, Spain, or Holland. Mr. Hahn i 
in many ways a notable man ; his garden proved him 
to be a thorough student of botany, he was possessed 
of great natural intelligence, indcfatigably active, aiid 
amongst the many foreigners who resided in Vene- 
zuela, be wjis one of the very few who took a real 
interest in the prosperity of the countiy. It will l>e 
easily understood, then, that at this pleasant spot the 
visitor was always sure of meeting with good com- 
pany, and he might either listen to the graceful 
l)adinagc of the belles of Cardeas, or join in the graver 
conversations of pohticians and wiirriors respecting 
the political complications of the hour. 

Sometimes these friendly reunions had to yield 
precedence to more elaborate festivities. Calling one 
night at the Eohls' reception, I found them preparing 
to set out for a grand ball, given by Sefiora Santos 
Urbaneja, mother of the Minister of the Interior, 
whither they spirited me also. This was intended to 
be the first of a series, and a curious custom was here 
in vogue. After the last dance, Sefiora Margarita 
Urbaneja, a member of the famUy of the hostess, 
cjimed a WM'alh of overgrucns and Hiiwers, which slu- 
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placed over the shoulders of Dr. Jacinto Gutierrez, 
the Minister of Finance, thus indicating that the next 
entertainment in the series was to be given by his 
Excellency. Unfortunately, the breaking out of the 
Revolution robbed us of these, as well as many other 
pleasant parties then upon the tapis. 

Amongst the institutions with which I made an 
early acquaintance was the Cluh Union. Many of 
the members were foreigners like myself, to whom 
the easy club-house made often an agreeable asylum. 
The Venezuelans are an eminently gregarious people, 
and have the same capacity for conviviality which 
Britons possess, without the disadvantage of that 
solemn frigidity we think it necessary to keep up. 
Nevertheless, an Englishman thawed down is as com- 
panionable as — a Venezuelan ! 

There was also the ''Circulo de Aminos J' an asso- 
ciation composed of the youthful aristocracy of the 
capital, and excellent dances it gave. The first I 
attended was at the house of General Terrero. It was 
rendered brilliant by the presence of a goodly number 
of notabilities, both of the military and diplomatic 
services, the latter appearing in strong force. These 
political sages had many shining qualities, but it was 
an acknowledged fact that the Senoritas were still 
more sparkling. With the laudable object in view 
of prosecuting my linguistic studies, I was naturally 
anxious to hear as much pure Spanish as possible. A 
ball-room is not a bad college, and the fair professors 
not so dull as the most sapient of tutors. 

Cardcas is par excellence the place of breakfasts. 
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For dinner, invitations axe sent to people who must 
be asked — for breakfajst, only to those whose compaiiy 
is desired. Senor Pedro Bonfante gave an almuerzo 
on my account, at which the company nmnbered not 
more than twenty individuals. The host, who was 
liimsiJf a hon vivant, had provided for our comfort in 
a manner which would have driven even a French- 
man to despair, by the elegance and completeness of 
all the arrangements. The spirit of good fellowship 
prevailed ; oRitory, song, music, and sentiment, in 
various languages, added intellectual grace to the 
more material pleasures of the txible. In the Republic, 
breakfasts and dinuei^s partaking of a public cha- 
racter, and even simple gatherings of friends and 
relations, are generally accompanied by speeches and 
impi'ovised poetry, sometimes serious and sometimes 
amusing, but always sei'\^ing to prevent the occasion 
from becoming a meri» matter of gastronomic enjoy- 
ment. 

Although relishing the social life of the capital — 
and who could not ? — and availing mvself as liberally 
as p()ssil)le of the many invitations from too kind 
Venezuelans, whose only object might have been the 
destruction of my constitution, more important mattei-s 
Were not neglected. Veiy soon after my anival I 
began to collect whatever seemed of interest or value, 
as tending to illustrate the native wealth of the 
counlry. This collection will be spoken of hereafter. 
At present it is only necessary to say, that even a brief 
resi(len(*e had strongly impressed me with the* enor- 
nrius natural resources of the Rejaiblic, and I was con- 
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vinced that, if the foreign debt were put upon a 
satisfactory footing, and the railroads and other public 
works so much needed were constructed, the result 
would be a great increase in its trade and prosperity. 
It appeared to me that these two questions might 
most effectually be solved in combination. If the 
resources of the Republic were adequately opened up, 
the reduction, and even the extinction, of the national 
debt, would be an easy matter. Early in May, in 
a private audience with the President, I entered 
freely with him into consideration of various financial, 
practical, and social schemes which the undeveloped 
riches of Venezuela had suggested to my mind. My 
interest in the prosperity of the country was known, 
as I had already lodged applications with the autho- 
rities for two concessions — one for working the coal 
mines of Barcelona, and the other for the extraction of 
l)hosphates from some of the islands of the Republic. 

In my peregrinations around Car&cas, I came upon 
a specimen of Lancashire industry, the cotton-mill of 
Messrs. Machado Brothers, situated in the Los Adjun- 
tos district, near the head waters of a branch of the 
river Guaire, whose diverted current turned a large 
overshot water-wheel, which supplied power for the 
spinning and weaving machinery. The consumption 
of raw material was from 1 5 to 20 cwts. weekly, the 
produce being coarse grey calico and lamp-wick. 
The factory was located amidst very beautiful 
scenery, near an old settlement in a pleasant valley, 
surrounded by picturesque hills. The proprietors 
were not given to politics, and although the manu- 
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factory skirted the line of military opomtions, it did ] 
not auffcT greatly during the troublous times of the I 
KL-vnlutiou, The high moral character and steady I 
;ili]'lii.'iitiun t<j buaiucss of tlie Maehados have made j 
the concern a suceess, aud it may be quoted as an \ 
example of industrial well-doiug in spite of war. For J 




t«n miles the road from Cai-dcas to Los Adjuntos \ 
mostly cut on the hill-sides, the sugar estates in the 
valley presenting a succession of agreeable views to 
llie traveller. 

During my stay in C'arSicas less outward appear- 
ances of crime and disorder were visible than in any 
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town I ever saw ; and, considering that it was actually 
a time of civil war, the fact is really marvellous, and 
highly creditable to the people. The unruly spirits 
and intransigientes of the place were kept well under 
by the exertions of Dr. Diego Bautista Urbaneja, 
Minister of the Interior and Justice, who, from his 
untiring activity and powers of physical endurance, 
I named " El hombre de hierro " (the man of iron). 
The city was under his charge, and some of his regu- 
lations appeared stringent, if viewed according to 
English ideas, but, under the circumstances, they 
were justifiable, and produced the desired effect. He 
had taken a prominent part in the political history 
of his country, and throughout his policy had been 
creditable and straightforward. The enemies of one 
of the past governments tell an anecdote of one of his 
predecessors, which, though quite apocryphal, is too 
good to be omitted. They say he, in his annual 
report, congratulated Congress upon the fact that 
there had only been seventeen revolutions during the 
year I 

On one occasion, when returning home from a ball 
in company with Mr. Lisboa, we had to go by one of 
the Cuarteles at which a sentinel was stationed. The 
challenge and countersign having passed between us 
in proper form, we proceeded along the street, but, 
to our astonishment, were inmiediately commanded 
to the " right about " — " ef la espalda ! " To this 
peremptory mandate we demurred, and conversed 
together in English in rather an excited tone. The 
poor illiterate soldier, who had received orders to stop 
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all people from going down that street, on hearing 
the language of England, exclaimed, '' pasen los 
Lujh'ses '' — the Englishmen may pass I I was proud 
at that moment of this tribute to the character of our 
nation, an<l it was not the only proof of the esteem in 
wliifh the English were held by even the lowest part 
of the population. 

Of the disturbed times, such as Venezuela was then 
i*xj)eri(»ncing, many curious anecdotes were told. It 
was said that, upon one occasion, an order was issued 
tor tiic arrest of all the persons in the house of Seiior 

. Kui»win<j: that sonu»thing of the kind was 

inteiidtMl, Dr. B s. an important employd of the 

State, ill rompany with a c^ibinet Minister, called at 
\\w liousr, and before the visit was concluded soldiei's 
entered witli a warrant. They remonstrated against 
bein*,^ ineludi'd in tlie aiT(»st, the Minister protesting 
that he was a nieniln'r of tlie (Jovernnient. ** I know 
that perl\'eily well," responded the oftieer of the 
uuard, '* but 1 must obey mv ordei-s, and if the 
President himself were j)resent, I sliould arrest him !" 
The li(K']ity of tlie soldit'r entailed upon its victims a 
ni^lit's imprisonment, luit freedom was, of course, 
»iiven in the morning. 

Kevolution does not even res])eet national suscep- 
tibilities. At the takinjx of (^u-Tieas ])y the Federals, 
];] it was neeessary, for strategi»tical jmrposes, to j)lac(^ 

some troops in a certain street, and the only availabhi 
way to aeeom]»lish that objeet was to makt^ a hole in 
tile t»artlen wall belon<>:infr to th<' house of the Anu'ri- 
can Minister, to ]>ass tin* men throuf^h. This ^m^s 

ill 



I , 
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(lone, but the diplomatic functionary himself appeared 
upon the scene, and, placing the " stars and stripes " 
before the opening, forbade entrance, and consequent 
insult to his flag. The general in command, said to 
have been Alcdntara of Aragua, gently pushing aside 
with his sword the sacred drapery, ordered the men 
to file through the breach with their heads turned 
aside, so that they could not see it, and advised the 
Minister to turn aside also from the harrowing spec- 
tacle ! 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE. 

** Strike — till the last armed foe expires ; 
Strike for your altars and your fires ; 
Strike for the green graves of your sires ; 
Ood — and your native land ! "— F. Q. Hallbck. 

'PiiK history of the War of Independence is the 
history of the man Simon Bolivar, the liberator of 
livo roj)ublic*s from Sptmish misrule and oppression.* 

I)0L1VAR wa.s born in Carcicas, October 28th, 1783, 
\vli(»n» his family \va^ both noble and wealthy. To 
<»ri'at natural abilities he added culture and a know- 
iiMJm^ of tlu» world, acquired by extensive travel. 
\f\vv studyinjir law at Madrid, he spent some time 
on tho Continent. Soon after his return to Venezuela 
iio lost his wife. This led to a second visit to 
Muropc. In 1S09 he was in North America, and the 
sitrht of free institutions successfully at work no 
doubt siiniulated his desires to obt^ain the same bless- 
ings lor his fatherland. He became well known 
anionj^st the patriots of C-anlcas, and in consequence 
was sent on a sju'cial mission to London. The Court 

* ** l>t»n Knri(|iio yilar has callod attvntion tn the fact that the name 
«»r Simon Holivar is o\w of those which carries written in it the destiny 
of iIh t»wner, for a change <»f order in the letters ^ives nn this anaj^M'ani 
• 'II ilu' ii.imc of the \*\vi\[ Li))erHtor— Oninis Lihravo."— /a (ffu'nion 
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of St. James's having decided upon a neutral policy, 
no doubt cousequent on holding the opinion that — 

" Who would Le free, tlieiiisolvfs 
Must atrike the blow," 

Bolivar returned to Venezuela, and fought under 
Miranda against tlu- Spaniiirdti. It was, indeed, 




owing to young Bolivar's iuHucnce tliat this vctei-au 
republican, wh() bad wielded his sword in the cauee 
of liberty in two worlds, was brought to the countiy. 
The fortunate arrival of Mirjuida, and his espousal of 
the rauac of the pntriotii- party, gave n force nnd 



character to the outbreak, which raised it far above 
the level of a mere inaurreetionary movement. 

The Regency of Cadiz now proclaimed the blocl 
of the tierra Jvrme, which comprehentlud the coi 
of Cardcaa, Barcelona, and Cumand. As Spain hi 
not ships to make this effectual, commissions W( 
issued to privateers. About the same time an eh 
tion of deputies for Congress was held, which ga' 
a highly favourable result to the revolutionary i)arty, 
and the issue of their deliberations was the Declara- 
tion of Independence of the United States of Vene- 
zuela, affirmed on the 5th of July 181 1, and publii 
declared at Caracas on the 14th of the same moni 
when the tri-colour was unfurled and raised by 
sons of the unfortunate Espana, who had died fc 
his republican principles twelve years before. 
December of the same year Congi'esa adoi)ted 
federal form of constitution. 

All matters of tUspute were now referred to tl 
arbitration of the sword, and in the early part of tl 
war it Wiia not favourable to the patriots. Mirani 
took Valencia, and obtained some advantages ovi 
Monteverde, but this favourable state of affs 
soon changed, the patriots suffering several defeats 
Monteverde retook Valencia, and Miranda was forct 
to capitulate. On the side of the Spaniards the wi 
was conducted with gi'cat brutality. The rayalisl 
were triumphant ; Monteverde entered Cantcas, am 
all who were thought to have favoured the patriol 
party became objects of suspicion and persecution. 

In the month of August 1812, Bolivar took refiigi 
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in the island of Curazao, from whence he was invited 
to Cartagena by the republican president. The rank 
of colonel was assigned to him, and his first exploit 
was to take, with 400 men, the strong fortress of 
Tenerife, on the banks of the river Magdalena. This 
was the beginning of a long series of victories. The 
people of Bogotd repulsed an attack of 3CH30 Spaniards ; 
Bermiidez with 75 men beat five times that number ; 
Piar twice routed La Hoz, who had a much larger 
force ; Bolivar entered MeiiJa, evacuated by the 
enemy ; the isle of Margarifcl declared for the Re- 
public ; Rfvas had several victories, in one of which, 
with 500 men, he defeated 1500 royalists under 
Oberto ; and Bolivar conquered and took prisoner at 
the battle of Sabana de los Pegones the entire force 
of Izquierdo. This brilliant succession of engage- 
ments was crowned by the triumphal entry of Boli- 
var into Cartas, on the 7th of August 181 3, where 
he was hailed by the title which has since been 
so gloriously associated with his name — that of 
" Liberator." 

Amongst the prisoners captured by the patriots 
was the ferocious wretch Zuazola, who, it is said, cut 
off the ears of some republican prisoners ; had the 
skin stripped off the soles of their feet, then forced 
the poor creatures to walk over pebbles ; and after- 
wards shot them as he thought their looks were 
contemptuous. Bolivar proposed to exchange this 
monster for Jalon, who was then a prisoner in the 
hands of Monteverde, but the Spaniards were un- 
willing to allow the patriots any belligerent rights, 



and looked upon all their captives a» so many rebel 
taken red-handed. In consequence of this retusi 
Zuazola was hanged on the Plaza of Car^aa. 

The tide of fortune again turned against thq 
patriots. Bolivar was defeated at La Puerta and 
San Mateo. He went to Cartagena, and afterwai 
to Kingston, in Jamaica, where a Spanish assaseii 
made an ineffectual attempt upon hie life. The waj 
W!ia going on with varied success, but ohiefly i 
favour of the royalists, whose conduct was market 
equally by cruelty and bad faith. Thus at Borlnai 
entered by them without opposition, they committc 
the greatest excesses ; at Ocumare del Tuy, they pul 
to the sword the unarmed inhabitants who had takeu 
refuge in the church ; at Charallave, where they 
were defeated by Rivas, the conqueror said, that the 
sight of the horrors they had left behind made him 
tremble and swear an oath of implacable hatred against 
all Spanianls ; and at Valencia, when the patriots 
capitulated, B<5ve3 had the mass said before the two 
armies as a pledge that their lives should be respected, 
and two days later hundreds of them were kdled by 
his orders. These bloody proceedings naturally pro- 
voked reprisals, and accordingly this same B6ves 
found himself comi>elled to order the justices to have 
every one shot who had been concerned in the death 
of Spanish prisoners ; at Maturin, after its evaeuatiou 
by Rfvas and Bermiidez, MordJes put all the inhabi- 
tants to the sword ; when Rfvas, who had defeat4?d 
the Sjtanish armies many times, was taken prisoner, 
he was beheaded and quartered ; and laativ, to itowh 
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these infernal proceedings, Pardo, a brigadier, sent 
word to his commanding officer that the wife of 
Arismendi (a brave republican general), who was then 
in his power, was about to give a new monster to the 
world, and asked that he might behead her ! 

In December 1816, Bolivar landed at Margarita, 
organised a government, decreed the abolition of 
slavery, and immediately manumitted his own slaves, 
a point in which he shines far superior to Washington, 
with whom he is sometimes compared. 

The next two years were marked by many advan- 
tages gained over Morillo, who had been sent from 
Spain to quell the insurrection. The heroism of the 
patriots triumphed over every obstacle and disaster ; 
their courage was invincible, and the daring and 
audacity of many of their exploits gained them 
victories which might seem to belong to the regions 
of the impossible. The disasters of 18 14— 16 led to 
an exodus, and a large body of patriots fled from the 
outrages of the Spaniards, and took refuge in the 
llano camp of Paez, who was nominated chief, with 
the rank of general of brigade. The sufierings and 
hardships of this nomadic body, which was at once 
an army and an asylum containing a great mass of 
women and children, were very great. The soldiers, 
without hats or shoes, were clothed in the hides of 
newly-killed beasts; beef, without salt and without 
bread, was the staple food of all. 

The first object of Paez was to obtain mounts for 
his men, and the wild horses of the district had to 
be broken in for the purpose. In the rainy season, 
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heading a band of brave llaneroa mounted on whit* 
horaee (so much esteemed for their auperior aquatief 
powers), Paez led off a dashing expedition to surpriael 
Barfnas, and, by hard riding and swimming, he sooal 
brought his cavalry close to that pUice. A ; 
detachment was now sent towards Pcdraza, when &\ 
large body of Spanish troops sallied forth to chastise! 
it, thereby weakening the force in the city, which feU f 
easily into the hands of Paez. Immense quantities ot\ 
stores were found in the place ; and these he trans-- ' 
ported by the same tUfficult route back to his tents J 
in the wilderness. 

The " Gangof Apure," aa the Spiiniards contemptu- ^ 
ously termed the army of Paez, recovered the provinci 
of Apure, part of that of Barfnaa. and Casauare iuJ 
Nueva Granada, for the republicans. The ntyalists, ' 
after a victory over Guerrero, met the anny of Paez \ 
on the plains of Mucuritas, when the 4000 veterans I 
of old Spain, amongst them [700 cavalry, led by J 
the valiant La Torre, were totally defeated by iicxsl 
patriot horsemen. This was done by an audacious f 
piece of stnitegy, aa bold aa it was successful, Paez 1 
had only cavalry, and would have had his force 
destroyed if had marched in the ordinary faahioa'J 
against the enemy. Accordingly, he detached two 1 
columns with orders to attack the flanks of the 
royalists, and then to retreat aa if defeated. The 
Spanish cavalry of La Torre, galloping in hot pursuit, 
was, with the aid of two more columns, surrounded 
and destroyed ; the pmiric grass was set on fire, and 
when tliu romaiuder of the Spjiuiards escaped from 
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this sea of flames, it was only to receive fourteen con- 
secutive charges upon their wearied columns.* It 
was in this year (181 7) that Bolivar in Guayana 
opened conmiunication with Paez. 

In January 18 18, the Liberator, at the head of 
2500 disciplined troops, amongst them the British 
Legion, which did such good service in the cause of 
liberty, joined Paez. The total strength of the patriot 
army scattered over the Republic at this date was 
estimated at 20,000. 

The leaders determined to cross the Apure and 
attack Morillo at Calabozo, but they were without 
means of transporting their troops across the deep 
broad river. Bolivar, who was walking on the banks 
gazing at the Spanish gun-boats in the stream, said, 
" I would give the world to have possession of the 
Spanish flotilla, for without it I can never cross the 
river, and the troops are unable to march." Paez 
volunteered to capture it, and bringing up 300 
llaneros who served as his body-guard, he marched 
them to the water's edge, and cried, " We must have 
these flecheras or die ! " adding, " Let those follow 
Tio who please." Tio, or uncle, was the pet name 
given by the faithful followers of Paez to their dash- 
ing leader. Spurring his horse into the river at 

• One of the most memorable battles of the War of Ind«pemlence 
was that of San F61ix, fought on the nth April 1817, when La Tone 
was again defeated — this lime by General Piar. By this defeat the 
province of Guajana was lost to the royalists, and the quantity of arms, 
ammunition and pTovisions, and the number of horses and cattle, which 
fell into the hands of the patriots were immense. The subsequent exe- 
cution of Piar by onler of Bolivar has led to much controversy. (See 
Appendix Q., 221 c.) 

VOL. I. I 
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the head of hia bmve llauoros, who to a mau dashed 
in after him, he swam to the fleet ; then leaping from 
the backs of their horses into tlie gun-boats, Paez and 
his cavalry captured every one of them. 

The patriots forced Morillo to retire to CaKteas; 
Paez returned to the Apure ; but Bolivar remained 
with the bulk of the array, which was afterwards 
defeated by Morillo at La Puerta. 

In January 1819, Bolivai' joined Paez at San Juan 
(le Payara, when their forces united were not more 
than 4000. Paez was left in command whilst Bolivar 
attended the Congress at Angostura, where he was 
elfected president. An attack was made upon the 
patriots by the royalists under Morillo and La Torre, 
and the tactics of Paez were such as to lead his 
enemies a long and fruitless march through the wil- 
dernerfs. Paez, never losing sight of the iwalist^, 
retreated, harassing his opponents by 8tampe<ling bands 
of wild horses against them in the night, and changing 
his positions in a manner to baffte and perplex the 
Spaniards unused to Uanero tactics. 

In April, Morillo again resumed the offensive. He 
was on the left bank of the Arauca, and Bolivar and 
Paez were on the right. In order to draw out the 
Spaniards, the llanero chief crossed the river with 
130 horsemen, whom he marched in thi-ee small 
columns against the enemy. MoriUo opened fire, and 
his cavalry charged upon the slender force of Paez, 
which retreated in order. All the Spanish cavalry 
were now detached in pursuit of the heroic band, but 
aa .soon as they had left the main body of their army, 



» 



and were in some slight disorder from the impetuosity 
of their charge, the Ihmcro changed hia procedure, and 
attacked them m front and flank with small bauds of 
twenty. This was done so suddenly and with sueh 
vigour that the Spanish cavalry, taken entirely by 
surprise, and unable to reform their lines, were di-iven 
back with great slaugliter. Their rout threw the 
infantrj' into ooni'usion, aud the whole army took 
refuge in the woods. This i» certainly one of the 
most remarkable exploits ever performed by any 
militarj' hero, and Venezuela may well be gi-ateful to 
the bold wan'iors of the Quesaras del Medio. 

BoUvar now set out on the expedition which gave 
freedom to Nueva Granada, whilst Paez guarded the 
Apure. At the close of this year Venezuela and Nueva 
Granada became united under one government. 

Not till 1820 did Morillo see the utter hopelessuess 
of the task of subjugating the young republic by 
military measures ; lie therefore proposed an armistice, 
and suggested to the government of Angostura and 
the chiefs of the army that they should submit to 
Spain under a constitutional form of government. 
This pacific proposal came t^'n years too Inte. The 
blood which had been shed, and the misery which had 
been endured were too great to be thrown fruitlessly 
away. Nor had the patriots any reason to place 
much trust in the fair promises of Spain. The only 
basis on which they would treat was that the inde- 
pendence of Colombia should be recognised. An 
armistice wa.t. however, ultimately concluded, and 
the War regularised. 



Ill 1 82 1 was fought the decisive battle of CaraboboJ 
wbicli gave Venezuela to the patriots. The pki 
could only be approached by the defile of But-] 
Vista, wliose outlet was eommaudcd liy the Spanish! 
artillery, backed by strong masaea of inl'antry in twofl 
lines of battle, and supported on their flanks byi 
strong bodies of cavali^'. The Spaniards had 
men, whilst Bolivar had only 6000. The royalia 
position was absolutely impregnable. It was deters 
mined, therefore, that Paez should go by 
dangerous and little known, and attempt to turn thi 
enemy's right. This path winds from the road 1 
San Carlos over a wooded hill and int« a 1 
BO full of briars that the men had to pass singlfl 
through it. The royalists discovered the movemen|J 
of Paez as his men entered the ravine, and four 1 
their best Imttidious were at onee directed again 
him. Unable to withstand this tei-rifie charge, tfa 
soldiers of Apure gave way ; and it was only by th^ 
gallantry and coolness of the men of the British Legion 
tliat the fortunes of the day were ultimately turned i 
favour of the patriots. Fibng off under a tremendou) 
fire, they formed in battle-array, and, kneeling dow 
withstood every effort, to dislo<^ige them. Not 
inch did they yield, although nearly all their < 
were killed or wounded, and their desperate resistand 
gave time for the battalion of Apure to refon 
Afterwfirda Bolivar called the British Legion "thJ 
saviours of Ins country I " Reinfoix-ements und^ 
General Heras and the famous body-guard of Pa 
now came on the scene of iiction : the rovabstaJ 
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attacked front and rear, were totally routed and 
pursued to Valencia, whence, with the shattered frag- 
ments of his host. La Torre withdrew to Puerto- 
Cabello, which was carried by assault in November 
of the same year. 

On the field of Carabobo the power of Spain was 
shattered nevermore to be repaired. That glorious 
victory gave the Venezuelans the liberty for which, 
during long years, they had sufiered and bled. To an 
Englishman it is a source of gratification to think 
that the valour and endurance of his countrymen 
helped to buy the precious dower of Freedom to this 
people, in whom all the force and oppression of Spain 
had been unable to extinguish those patriotic virtues 
which form the basis of all that is good in free nations. 

The next year the Spaniards were completely 
driven out of the country ; and Bolivar was sum- ' 
moned to assume the Dictatorship of Peru, from 
which, after two yeai^s' hard struggle, he drove the 
royalist forces. His popularity was now immense. 
In a tour through the southern provinces of Peru, he 
was hailed with every expression of delight and 
gratitude. The name of the country was changed 
in his honour to Bolivia. A million of dollars was 
voted to him, and here, again, he showed how truly 
great he was, for instead of devoting the money to 
personal objects or aggrandisement, he purchased 
with it the liberty of a thousand slaves.* 

• FeeUngly could Bolivar say : — " Ya no kai eti Colombia castas ! 
Noluiisangre nienos noble que otra samjrel Todafuede hHoes que al 
Citrrer mezcldse sobre los campos de hatallay y toda sard igual para obtener 
lasjusta^ recompensiis del valor, del Iwiwr, del talentOy la tntelujencia y la 
v^irtmV^ 
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The conduct of Paez, who was military chief 
Venezuela, did not give universal satiafaction. SeficMT' 
A. L. Guzman was outlawed in November 1824, for, 
having protested in El Constitucional against a decree 
in which Paez liad ordered compulsory military service. 
A later attempt of Paez in 1826 led t« his suspen- 
sion from office. He was called upon to explain hia 
conduct to the 8enate of Colombia. This order led 
to a violent commotion in Valencia, the authorities of 
the town all declaring in favour of Paez, who refu8( 
to comply with the orders of the Congress, and w. 
newly nominated Civil and Military Chief in April 
1826. One only of the municipality remained faith 
ful to the Liberator. The authorities of Cai'dcas took 
the aide of Paez. The return of Bolivar to Cardej 
ended these disaffections, and so far fi'om rcsentinj 
the actions of Paez, be loaded him with honours aui 
distinctions. 

In 1827, for the fourth time, BoUvar resigned 
office of president, but tlie resignation was notj 
accepted by the Congress. The partisans of Paez in 
Venezuela were not idle, and when, on the 26th of 
November 1829, a meeting of notables was held in 
CiirAeaa, they pnmounced for separation from Col- 
ombia, disavowed the authority of Bolivar, am 
nominated Paez Supreme Chief. Three voices only 
in this meeting were heard to defend the absent hero 
who had sacrificed his all to procure them freedom 
from the oppressive power of Spain, and one of thei 
was the voice of Sefior A. L. Guzman. General Pi 
accepted this pronunciamento, liut, in tlie 



of 









moment of treaaou against the liberator, protested 
that he would not rule except in the name of Boliviir 
— -" Sino d nomhre de Bolivar." 

The Congress of Colombia united in June 1S30, 
and Bolivar placed his resignation in its hands, 
abdicating his otiiee with words of simple eloquence, 
in which he laments that whilst aJl other citizens are 
free from suspicion, lie alone should be thought 
capable of aspiring to tyranny : " If u man were 
necessary to sustain a state, that stat^; could not 
exist. Hear my prayer and save my glories, which 
are those of Colombia." 

The reply of the Congi-ess was to charge the 
Liberator with the task of maintaining the integrity 
of the Repubhc. When Bolivar took his place at the 
head of the army, General Mariflo announced it aa a 
calamity for Venezuela, whilst Paez denounced him 
as a traitor, and called upon the people to repulse 
him I A commission was, however, sent to arrange 
the difficulties in an amicable manner, and it was 
determined to allow the various sections of the 
Republic to oi^anise themselves in whatever form 
they wished, provided that no genenil-in-chief or 
other person wlio had held high oftiee since the 
declaration of independence was appointed president, 
la consequence, perhaps, of this understanding, Gen- 
eral Paez continued as Chief of Venezuela I 

Bolivar, now worn out by the ingratitude of some 
of his countrymen, and stung to the heart by the 
calumnies with which his character wa« assailed, 
determined to give up the useles.'s struggle with 
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those who slandered hia love of liberty and patriotic I 
devotion. He had been accused of an ambition for | 
power, and the possession of the most selfish designs. 
Even a, wild notion of a monarchy (entertained by a 
handful of persons, and which he had strenuously 
repressed) had been used against him. On the most 
frivolous pretexts he was treated with the basest 
ingratitude by the very people for whom he had sac- 
rificed his large private fortune, and spent twenty 
years in constant warfare to gain their liberation. 

He retired in failing health to Santa Marta, where 
he died on the 17th of December 1830 — "broken- 
hearted 1 " Shortly before his death he dictated an 
address to the Colombian people, marked by grave 
and earnest eloquence, and the oratory of weigh 



The following verses were written by my father 
the year following that of the death of Bolivar :— 



" And he has gnne from earth, Ihe mij{]ity mim 
Whose potetit arm was freedom's own, 
Who found his country piwstnite— prone 
Beneath the hoof of tyranny, and wnn 
With euffering ; but in her eye there tlione 
A gleam of vengeance which he oft woulil scan, 
A silent menace which told that, tUone 
Her single nervous arm would make her tyrants gvoo 

" He raised the war-cry where the Andes Viiat 
Re-echoed to the sound, and, on the pluiti 
Where laves the Orinoco in the main, 
Coloniliiu's children roused, as doth the blast: 
Tlie ocean's billows echoed the cry again : 
He led them to the battle, and though cast 
In many n combat, led them not in vain, 
For soon eath fue lind fled ot peri.-hed 'mung the elaii 
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'• What though his country owned not all his worth, 
Nor grateful felt to him, the good — the brave, 
From all her foes who did that country save ! 
A thousand generations yet, tlie birth 
Of Time's old age, shall come from where the wave 
On Cape Horn lashes, to the farthest north, 
Wliere California's laud-girt waters lave, 
In iUeni grief to mourn as o'er their father's grave. 

" Go to, ye despots ! weep and howl, for ye 
Have reached your time appointed. Lo ! 
Freedom in ever}' land hath strung her l)ow, 
The sun of liberty is up, and see ! 
The misty clouds that ye around him throw 
Are melting into air, man will be free : 
Bl(AD ye the trumpet^ loudly freeman blow. 
The Jubilee begins of joy to all below." 



f'llAPTEll viir. 



MODEltN HISTORY— CIVIL WAIt. 



" Ez for wiir, I call it iimniur, — 

There ytm hev h plniii aii' Hal ; 
I liou't want to jj" "o furder 

TLun my Ttsljuient tar llial ; 
Gml bar. Biiiil sa plump an' fairly ; 

It's ez \tmg ez it ia broad. 
All' you've gut to git up airly 

El' you want to titke In Goil."— Eir.LyW Papbhs. 

In entering upon the more recent political com- - 
plications of Venezuela, a foreigner has a difficult 1 
task before him, there being no unbiassed source from I 
which he can derive the facts for his narrative. 

In all countries, under whatever name they may 1 
be known, there are two gi'eat political piirties ; the I 
conservatives and the reformers. These represent the 
action and reaction of popular sentiment. The one I 
party is satisfied with the present state, looks back I 
with longing eyes to some imaginary good old times, 
and is often endowed, either by law or custom, with 
exceptional privileges which it is naturally unwill- 
ing to sacrifice. This body, when induced to make ■ 
clianges, does so with the greatest circumspection, 
moving slowly and trpng to consolidate between j 
each step. The tendency of modem thought is cer- I 
taiuly in the dii'eetion of jirdgress. The most veuer- 
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able institutions axe attacked when they have ceased 
to fulfil the functions for which they were created. 
Ruined castles may be very picturesque objects, but 
they are badly adapted for habitations ; and, however 
beautiful they may be, nations cannot afibrd to live in 
ruins. 

Venezuela is no exception to the general rule ; 
there is the Oligarquia, which desires to let things 
alone, and the Liberal party which wishes to remould 
them in accordance with the spirit of the age. The 
Spanish misgovernment left a legacy of bitterness 
and anarchy that has been the cause of much misery. 
Political passion runs very high in the country, and 
its history for a generation between these two parties 
has been a continual struggle, always more or less 
warlike.* 

The existence of Venezuela in an independent 
capacity is due, in a large measure, to the personal 
ambition of Paez, by whose influence the great 
Liberator was exiled from his fatherland, and the 
Republic separated from Colombia. Whatever may 
have been the real wishes of the people, the death of 
Bolivar put an end to all thoughts of re-union ; and 
Paez became its first constitutional president. 

The second president was the learned Dr. Josd 
Maria Vargas, whose election in March 1835 was 
said to have been irregular, and led to the " Revolucion 
de las Rcfoi^masy He was deposed and expelled in 
July, but in August recalled to power I General Paez 



• u 



History, which is, indeed, Htlle more than the i-e^ister of 



the crimes, follies, and mirifortunes of mankind."— Gibbon. 



now tuok the fii'ld againat the " reformistas" and \ 
civil war ensued, continuing until March 1836, wheu 
tliey were completely subjugated, and treated with 
great rigour by order of the Congress, but against ■ 
the desire of Paez, who entreated to be allowed toS 
deal with them clemently. In 1836, Dr. VargaaJ 
resigned the presidency, and after the remainder q^| 
his term had been occupied by three vice-prc&identw| 
Geuend Paez, in 1839, became again the legitimate™ 
head of the nation. I 

Now that the giiive had closed over Simon Bolivar, -■ 
the passions which had prevented the recognition of ■ 
his greatness died also, and on the 1 7th of December I 
1842, the ashes of the immortal Liberator wereB 
transferred from Santii Marta with every mark ofl 
public respect and honour, and received a magnificeutfl 
national funeral, in tiie Temple of San Francisco, in ■ 
CarS^as. I 

The fifth president was General Soulilette, and the I 
sixth General Jos^ Tadeo Moudgaa, who was elected* 
in 1847. A great part of the Venezuelan people ■ 
beheve that all the evils that have fallen ujion the I 
RepubUc since 1846, have had theLi' origin in the I 
falsification of votes, said to have taken place durin^B 
the election of Mon&gas for president. The lilH?raM 
candidate was Antonio Leocadio Guzman; and itis^ 
asserted that he had a majority of votes, but that the I 
opposite party, to upset his election, adopted an ex--^ 
pedient, invented in the United States of North ■ 
America, which waR known as "stuffing the ballot I 
boxes." The electoral colleges decided to allow votes I 



to be tcudered verbally, and the jirieatH, for weeks 
befoi-e, are reported by the liberals to have taught 
the Indians and vilhigers the uligarehal list of candi- 
dates as a school exercise. Guzman was the editor 
of a liberal newspaper, and to make still more certain 
his rejection, he wa-n accused of sedition, and con- 
demned to death ! Muiuip^is. tlii' ducted president. 




extended a pardon to the opposition cnndidate, and 
disappointed the party that elevated him to power by 
forming a liberal ministry. Monilgasdid not have an 
easy tenure of office, for the opposition of Paez led to 
two years of uivil war. Here it may be noted to the 
credit of the liberal p.irty, that, at a time when ninny 
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of its opponents were prisonera, it abolished thfli 
penalty of death for political offences. 

To his brother, General Josi^ Gregorio Mon&gas,] 
afterwards president of the Republic, was due thft 
emancipation of the slaves. The famous law ofl 
March 24th, 1 854, conceded liberty and equal rights J 
to all ; but, by a strange irony of fortune, he who had J 
given the precious boon of freedom to thousands I 
died himself incarcerated in a political prison 1 

In 1857, during another presidential term, Generall 
JostS Tadeo Monagiis alidicated in consequence of f 
hostile fusion. The bargain between the two sectional 
does not appear to have been well kept. The oligarchall 
party was in power, and the liberals found matters ■ 
growing very warm for them ; many, in fact, were I 
exiled, amongst others the "liberal editor." . Under! 
these circumstances a convention met at Valencia,! 
and a federal constitution waa demanded by the! 
Ubenil members ; but, finally, a modification called \ 
"La Constitticion Centra- Federal" waa adopted. 

At the beginning of 1859 the discontent of thai 
liberals had reached a pitch which led to the outbreak! 
of the War of the Federation. It was in this strugj 
that the present leader of the liberal party firstl 
(Usplayed his military skill, and the remainder ofl 
the story may best be told in connection with his T 
biography. 

Antonio Guzman Blanco was born in 1830, and j 
descended from a family which had held high office I 
in the colonial days. His father, A. L. Guzman, had j 
been private secretary to Bolivar. Young (Juzman J 
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was intended for the medical profession, and became 
the favourite pupil of Dr. Vargas, though, after 
making considerable progress, he abandoned it for 
the law. He quickly took his degree as doctor of 
jurisprudence, and became enrolled as an advocate. 
He then commenced to travel, and when he had been 
some time in the United States he was nominated to 
a Venezuelan consulship, and afterwards became Sec- 
retary of Legation in Wa.shington. The fusion of the 
two parties, which led to the abdication, or deposi- 
tion, of Mon^gaa in 1858, was quickly succeeded by 
a reactionary ministry, and Guzman Blanco returned 
to the capital, but his presence there was certainly 
not welcome to the ohgaxchal party ; he was not 
allowed to leave Cai-^'as, having the city for a prison 
— ciudad por cared. His expatriation soon after 
brought him in contact, first in St. Thomas and after- 
wards in Curazao, with General Falcon, then the head 
of " los libei'ales." 

Falcon landed in Venezuela in July 1859, and 
proclaimed the Federal Republie. Many rose to 
support him, and in Cardcas, on the ist of August, 
the president, Monftgas, was arrested ; the next day 
the same troops declared against the Federation, and 
fired upon the people ! So commenced the five years' 
War of the Federation, which has left, even to the 
present day, its black and ruined tracks across the 
face of the country. On the 30th of September was 
fought the battle of Sabana de la Cruz, resulting in 
the fall of Barquisimeto. In this action, so fortunate 
for the liher.ils, Ouznian Blanco made his acquaint- 
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ance with war, and showed bo much military talent! 
and energj' that he was induced to leave hia rivijl 
duties and take a comandanle's commission. The \ 
victory of Santa Ines, in December of the same year, , 
followed, when many prisoners and the provisions o 
war of the oligarchal array were captured. Guzmaal 
Blanco and Juan Bautista Garcia were made colonels I 
on the field. Tlie attaj^k on San Carlos followed soon \ 
after, and was a disaster for the Federals, who lost 
their general, Zamora, and were forced to retre^tt. 
Falcon sought aid in Nueva Granada, and left the 
army in the charge of Sotillo, who met the opposing i 
force at CopM, and was obhgcd to fall back from J 
actual fadure of ammunition. So ended the first I 
campaign of the Federatiou, which abundantly proved ] 
the bravery of the troops, but not always the wisdom j 
of their eommauders. 

The year 1S62 opened with victories for the J 
Federals, but their army of the centre was quite J 
disorganized. The task of uniting the various armed I 
bodies composing it was given to Guzman Blanco ; 
and as Urdaneta had been assassinated in a similar J 
attempt, the position was not enviable, except to one | 
whose self-relian<:e was unbounded. Guzman Blanco j 
Bueceeded in accomplishing the work of binding 1 
together the scattered Federalists, and opened hia \ 
campaign by the victory of Quebrada-seca, in Cara- 
bobo, on the 2i8t of October 1862, when the enemy j 
was so completely destroyed that its commander, with 1 
four companions, were all who escaped from the fatal 
field. The valleys of the Tiiy, under the jendership 



of General Nuflez, pronounced fur the Federation. 
Other victories followed, and were crowned by the 
grand and decisive combat of the i6th, 17th, and 
1 8th of April, which gave the province of Cartas to 
the Federals, and led to a treaty between the two 
parties. The peace of Coehe was arranged by Scilor 
Pedro Josii IWjas, secretary to the Dictator, oa Paez 
was sometimes called, and Guzman Blanco, as repre- 
seutative of Falcon, the chief of the revolution. 
Paez, by this treaty, undertook to abdicate thirty 
days later, when an assembly of eighty, nominated in 
equal parts by the chiefe of each party, was to decide 
on a programme for the future. 

This assembly met in Victoria, and nominated 
Falcon president and Guzman Blanco provisional 
vice-president of the Federation. Falcon entered 
Caricas in triumph on July 24, 1863, and Guzman 
Blanco became Minister of Finance and of Foreign 
Relations. He was also constituted fiscal commia- 
sdoner, and in the latter capacity came to Europe to 
negotiate a loan of ^2,000,000. This was a plan the 
government of Falcon inherited from it.'i [iredecessora, 
as the loan was partly arranged when the fall of Paez 
necessarily upset the business. During Guzman's 
absence he was elected deputy to the cwiatituent 
assembly by four States, and when it met, he was 
unanimously chosen its president, and during 1865 
and 1 866 was at the head of Falcon's administration 
as vice-president of the Republic. The measures he 
adopted in the capital were of the wisest, and he 
became very popular. Hin comniou-sease and bu.si- 
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ness-like ability secured him the confidence and syi 
pathy of the mercantile portion of the eommimity. 
In 1867 he came again to Europe, with a view 
entering into negotiations for unifying the variouai 
obligations of Venezuela. 

"Whilst he was in Paris General Rdjas raised the, 
standard of insurrection in the west, and Falcon wa». 
obliged to levy an army. To meet this unexpected' 
expense, the payment of the interest of the loan of 
1864 was suspended, an act which put an end to 
Guzman Blanco's negotiations, and seriously injiu^d 
the credit of the Republic. He spoke so strongly 
against this decree, that his credentials were with- 
drawn by the Cabinet, although afterwards restored 
by Falcon. 

Meanwhile, in Cartas the oligarquXa, which now 
assumed the name of the Blue party {El Parlido' 
AzuV), was not idle, and its activity was increased 
by dissensions in the opposition. A section of thei 
liberal party had become greatly disaffected to Mar-^ 
shal Falcon, who abdicated in favour of two revolu- 
tionary chiefs, Bruzual and Urrutia. This led to tho' 
treaty of Antfmano, by which the partido azul recog- 
nized the new government, but directly afterward*! 
proclaimed the presidency of General Josd Tadeo. 
Mon&gas. Three days' sanguinary combat, at thel 
end of July 1868, gave it possession of CaricaB. 
Bruzual fell back on La Guayra, and fi-om thence 
on Puerto-Cabello, which was taken by the Blues on 
the 14th August. Bruzual received a mortal wound, 
and died in Gurazao two days later. It was at thia 
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juncture that General Guzman Blanco returned from 
Europe. 

It soon became evident that the fusion of parties 
which had placed Monigas in power was a hollow 
affair. The Government was reactionary, and a 
liberal opposition waa formed. In its origin it was 
simply the legal propaganda of its opinions, condemn- 
ing war as a barbarism, leading to military dictatorship. 
The liberal clubs looked to the elections as the pror>er 
method for the expression of the national will, but 
the interference of the Government with the freedom 
of elections drove them to desperation.* A system 
of lynch law was instituted against the liberals, and 
the official papers chronicled the outrages as popular 
verdicts. This culminated, on the 14th August, in an 
attack on the house of Guzman Blanco. The occasion 
selected was that of a grand ball given by the general, 
rumour asserting that the object of this entertainment 
was to bring together the best men of both parties, 
with a view to union on the basis of a common 
patriotism. The guests were insulted, and the life of 
the host threatened by a furious mob, which was with 
difficulty prevented from sacking the house. The 
Minister of War and the Governor of the State were 
both on the scene, but declined to use their power to 
disperse the rioters 1 This was at length done by a 



• The notions of liberty ot elections Lelil liy the dominant party 
inity W iilustrated by a pauage from one of tbeir newapspere ; — " La$ 
tlaxMma ion librei; la ConttitMe'oa lotprottgt; pero no para colocar d 
tot mtmigoi de la Iriun/anle revoliuioit. /foiotroi paTniliriniot qtu « 
incorperen & nuatrai filai, pero no qu< noi alaqw.ii difrenie t no, y mil 
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eimple magistrate. Next day a second attack w( 
threatened, but Guzman Blanco by this time had'! 
transfeiTcd his family to thi; house of the Americi 
Minister, and he himitelf afterwards retired to tht 
island of Curazao. A few days hiter there was 
emcuie in the cuartel San Carlos, and a number 
soldiers deserted. Two parties sent in pursuit m( 
and fired upon each other. This led to 
lynch riot, in which the house of Dr. Urrutia wi 
attacked. The doctor was then lying upon his deatl 
bed, and whilst being removed for safety, died in 
arms of his rescuers. The hberals, or " los amarillos 
(Yellows), saw no other hope of regaining their righl 
than that of insurrection, and General Pulido li 
Cardcas for the West with a handful of men 
was in September, and in October he defeated 
General Martinez and took the city of Niitriae. 
Barquisimeto fell, after nine days' fighting, 
January 1870. 

The demand that General Guzman Blanco and 
friends should be expelled from Curazao led to p] 
cipitate action on the part of the chief of the re' 
lution ; he set sail with five companions, and after 
a dangei-ous passage, disembarked at Curamichat« 
in the night of Febi-uary 14, 1871, All along 
the route hia forces increased, the people flocking to 
his standard en masse. After vai-ious victories the 
liberals found themselves outside CanlcjL'5, where over- 
tures were matle for the peaceful capitulation of the 
city. As the besieged refused to treat with the 
enemy at the gate, the rapitJil wa.s taken by assault, 
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after a desperate struggle extending over three days.* 
This was only seventy days from the landing of 
Guzman Blanco on the coast. 

General Colino at the same time assaulted and took 
Carora. In May commenced the campaign against 
Valencia and Puerto-Cabello. The partido azul took 
refuge in the strong fortress called El Castillo del 
Libertador, well-stored and almost impregnable. This 
fell into the power of the liberals by the intrepidity 
of one man. Previous to the rising of the Yellow 
party, General Venancio Pulgar had made an inde- 
pendent stand, but, owing to treachery, had been 
taken prisoner and incarcerated in the Castillo Lil>er- 
tador. Here he contrived to gain to his cause 
eighteen soldiers, and to acquaint two of his com- 
panions with his plans. Boldly placing himself at the 
head of this insignificant band of followers, he am- 
quered and took prisoners the entire garrison, s^jldiers 
and chief, three hunrlred men in all ! The Imtory of 
Venezuela, rich as it is in recorrls of martial bravery, 
has nothing more romantic than this deed of heroic 
audacity. 

Meanwhile, in other jiarts of the I{/?public, the 
liberals were almost everj-nhere triumphant ; the only 
exception of imj^ortanc^^ was the rlefeat of Salazar at 
La Mora from want of ammunition. Guzman imme- 
diately sent worr] that -Sajazar wai^ not to n.4nrat, and 

• When tb« \Wilf,w9 •cnU-ftA C*j4r^, %fmtti tA ih* V/J Vi*^ w-«t jf.i/> 
the garden of Kamon S'wf^rz »L^-j th*rr UmtA * -y/I>Atj^,ti 'A ^j^^A 

that they wer* -* AmanU/n,** vA u^mt *A tJiat v/I^/^f kU^i.fl tKU.^u lu 
duance ri^e. 
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on the 2ist September 1870, having been reinforcedll 
by Generals Rodriguez and Martinez, he gave battlafl 
again to the Blues — whose forces were now eonsidei 
ably increased — and routed them completely. Thel 
same day occurred one of those events which add I 
such lurid horrors to war, and which, for the sake of 1 
humanity, we could wish to be a legend. In viola- 1 
tion of a truce, the village of trapa, in Cumanfi, was 1 
invaded by the foi-cea of the Blues under Ducharme, 
who killed all the garrison, set fire to the hospital 
containing the wounded, and put to the sword all 
who came in their way. It is said that 300 hberalsj 
were victims of this horrible massacre. 

The congress of plenipotentiaries of the States met^ 
at Valencia, find nominated Guzman Blanco provi-J 
sional president, and by the end of the year the enemjH 
was nearly everywhere defeated. 

Such was the position of political parties when J 
first became acquainted with Venezuela. 



CHAPTER IX. 



A DRIVE THRODGH THE VALLEYS OF AEAGUA. 

" A114 el jardio, envidia 6. loa jardinei, 
Que riega el claro Aragiia, 
Y al qne di6 k fortuna 
Beber la mid en estcndidas era:<, 
Corona un igual de su laguua ] " 



On the 8th of June I started for the valleys of 
Aragua. Two hours after midnight a vehicle — some- 
thing after the style of an old-fashioned English 
stage-coach, but with no seats on the top, and di-iven 
three horses abresist — went round the town to pick 
up passengers. There were only four of us in all. 

As far as Los Adjuntos, where the western ramifica- 
tion of the valley of Cardcas terminates, the road was 
good, but there the ascent began to be very steep and 
difficult. My travelling companion was General J. 
M. Ortega Martinez, a pleasant acquaintance, who 
had fought in the War of the Federation, and was 
thoroughly familiar with all the poUtical situations 
and embarrassments of the day. The progress I had 
made in the language justified my energetic attempt 
to keep up the conversation ; the experiment suc- 
ceeded, thougli it is not imjirobable that the difiirulties 
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of the task may occasionally have affected the accu-* 
racy of my notes of the excursion. 

The road onward led through mountain gorges! 
reported to be exceedingly picturesque, but travelling! 
before sunrise in a semi-dormant condition is not l 
favourable to the study of the beautiful in landscape I 
or in aught else, and the bitter coldness of the morn- | 
ing discouraged enthusiaam. 

Eighteen miles from Cardcas we stopped at Loa I 
Teques, where a rise of 750 feet had been made. 
Here we took our desayuno — in other words, coffee I 
and rolls. At all the posadas on our route appeared I 
on the table the usual white loaves made from I 
imported flour, though the people of the district uaeJ 
chiefly bread made from maize or yuca. Near Loft I 
Teques are some veins of copper; specimens werftl 
brought of ore and metal in its native state for ou] 
inspection. Still more interesting were two burying-.! 
grounds of the Cumanagotos. Had time pennittedl 
of their exploration, some archseological remains would J 
probably have been brought to light. Very littJel 
appears to be known of this extinct tribe, and the! 
Los Teques cemeteries have hitherto remained undiBr t 
turbed by the curious. 

After a change of horses um\ another start, the 1 
highest point ou the road, 4000 feet above sea-level, | 
was soon reached ; it was then clear daylight ; the 1 
valleys of Arsvgua stretching away westward andj 
bathed in their morning splendours lay licfore us. \ 
The construction of the road from the summit down 1 
to the base was a favourite project of Guzman Blanco 



in the daya of Falcon's presidency. The undertaking 
coat only |2oo,ooo. The grade was easy, though a 
descent of 2000 feet had to be made before reaching 
the plain. 

At the foot of the range separating the valleys of 
CarAcas and Aragua, at the little posada about twelve 
miles' distance from Victoria, wc stopped for breakfast. 
It was an excellent one, and the drive had put us in 
IH)88es8ion of appetites sufficiently keen to add gusto 
to the openition of "working our way" through the 
six courses which the respectable and civil posadero 
had placed before ua. Leaving the capital behind, we 
expected to leave good fare behind also, but were 
agreeably disappointed. The journey being resumed, 
sugar and coffee estates were passed whose names 
would furnish a roll as long as Homer's list of the 
Grecian ships before Troy. In some parts of the 
country scarcity of water was feit ; but all along the 
lull-sides enough Indian corn could be grown to feed 
a world. For nules and miles the road passed between 
lines of the baleful shrub-tree " Piflon " {Jalropha cur- 
cas), whose flowers of a brilliiint red gave a Wiirm tone 
to the landscape. The fruit of this tree is the source 
of Jatropha oU, which so greatly resembles croton as 
sometimes to be taken for it. Other hedges were 
formed of the lime {Citrus limonium), very well kept, 
some of them, indeed, for regularity and compactness, 
equalling the English hawthorn. Estates in every 
shade of prosperity bordered our track, but it was 
apparent that the "non-politicals" were in the best 
condition. 
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Victoria, the capital of the State of Aragua (a well- 
built, clean-looking, thriving town, with a population 
of 6500), where we arrived soon after noon, was in 
holiday dresa. Maskers were roaming about the place 
in all kinds of groteaque disguises. The object of 
this Fiesta de Corpo Criato appeared to be to bur- 
lesque the Christian religion, and the end was sueeess- 
fully attained. The mummers looked aa though they 
had stolen their costumes from a Christmas panto- 
mine after the season was over. On Corpus Christi 
Day, in each village, altars are erected in the streets, 
and the priests walk in procession from altar to altar 
bearing the Sacred Host, the streets being decorated 
with arches, whilst trellises of palms, bright with 
flowers, appear at every window. We remained at 
Victoria so short a time that I did not present my 
letters to the miUtary chief of the department, General ] 
Alcantara, sometimes called "El Reij de Aragua" 1 
a sobriquet he has earned from his vast influence in J 
the valley. He was one of General Guzman's tried I 
and trusted supporters, and figured conspicuously in J 
the late revolution. 

A little way out of town stands the well-ordered I 
and prosperous sugar estate of La Quebrada, the pro- ' 
perty of some merchants in Cankas. There were ■ 
about 350 acres under cane, each one yielding two \ 
tons of sugar per crop, the estate clearing a pro6t to j 
its owners, from the ready sale of sugar and rum pro- 1 
dueed thereon, over ^3000 annually. 

Further west, we passed the fine old estate of* 
La Epidemia, the property of a descendimt of 



the great Liberator, to whom it formerly belonged. 
Here, near the heights, stand the ruins of a house 
which was the scene of one of the many actions 
of desperate heroism marking the War of Indepen- 
dence. It was in the year 1814 that B6ve3, whose 
exploits were 8ignaU2ed by almost superhuman energy, 
attacked Bolivar at San Mateo. The object of this 
was really to draw attention from another movement 
made by him at the same time on the Casa del 
Ingenio, where the artillery and ammunition of the 
Liberator had been placed under the care of Ricaurte. 
Whilst the conflict was raging fiercely on the plains 
both armies could see the royalists descending from 
the hills upon the house, which was defended by 
a body apparently too small to offer any serious 
resistance. The loss of the artillery was now im- 
minent. Friend and foe paused to watch the issue, 
and as the little band of patriots retreated before 
the overwhelming avalanche, a shout of victory rose 
tram the troops of B(5vc8, but this was soon checked, 
for a tremendous explosion followed. The leader of 
the patriots, Antonio Ricaurte, dismissed his men, 
and after waiting until the house was full of Spanish 
soldiers, he, Samson-like, fired the powder magazine, 
blowing himself and his enemies to instant destruc- 
tion. This self-sacrifice was not without result. The 
royalist loss amounted to 800 men, whilst that of the 
patriots was only 95. It was one of those critical 
moments when to all appearance the fate of a great 
cause hangs in the balance, and when instantaneous 
action deeiiles the fate of nations. 
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Some troops of Alcantara's army returning from 
Valencia showed that if liberty had come, peace still 
lingered on the way. They passed at a brisk trot 
under a broiling sun, and their " undress " appearance 
would have astonished our English soldiers. Rough, 
careless fellows they looked, and very hard was their 
fare and fate, but still the happy and contented 
smiles upon their dark faces showed that they were 
satisfied with their lot, and that any commiseration 
on our part, on their apparently hard fortune, was so 
much sentiment thrown away. 

During the afternoon we drove through the pueblo 
of San Mateo. A few scattered houses, a little church, 
groups of lazy-looking Indians, dogs, tamarind trees 
iu flower, and more dogs, made up the scene. 

On the road-side further up we saw the famous 
Saman de Giiere. Its name — EI Saman de Guere^-'^ 
indicates its locality ; the word Saman, written'. 
Zamang by Humboldt, was the name applied by thi 
Indians to the great leguminous trees of the gene] 
Mimosa, Desmanthus, and Acacia. The Saman-Acacia 
de GUere is the most gigantic tree in Venezuela. Its 
appearance from a distance has been compared by the 
great traveller to a round hillock or tumulus eoveredi 
with vegetition. The trunk, only 9 feet in dia-. 
meter, is quite out of proportion to the immense, 
dome of verdure which it supports. It strikes outi 
into branches forming an immense umlirella-shaped 
top nearly 600 feet in circumference. The extreme 
height of the Saman is 60 feet. Orchids of various 
kinds have attjtched themselves to all i)ai't6 of the 
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branches of this stout old king of the plains. The 
Indiana have a religious veneration for it, as it has 
not changed to any perceptible extent from the time 
when their fathers were sole lords of the soil. Since 
the clays when los conquistadores fii-st opened out this 
magnificent district of Ai'agua, in the early part of the 
sixteenth century, the Soman de Gilere has remained 
untouched by time and tide. Since this gigantic tree 
sprang from eaith a thousand years have passed away. 
We stand in awe before an existence that has out- 
lived 80 many generations of feeble men who called 
themselves lortls of creation ; they have vanished 
like shadows from the earth ; but the giant still 
remains, its forces unsubdued, endowed with all the 
grandeur of age and all the fi-eshness of youth. A 
short time before the death of Humboldt a photo- 
graph of the Saman de Gilere was sent to him. The 
eyes of the old man filled with tears as he viewed it ; 
and he said : " See what I am to-day, whilst the 
beautiful tree is the very same as when I saw it sixty 
years ago ; not one of its great boughs is bent ; it 
looks exactly as it did when I saw it with Boupland, 
when we were young, strong, and full of happiness, 
and when our fond enthusiasm a<^lded beauty to our 
most serious studies." 

Much of the land we passed, for miles on each side 
of the road, was grown over with shrubs and dense 
undergrowth. Though rich and eminently suitable 
for the cultivation of coffee, cacio, sugar, cotton, 
tobacco, and the cereak of the country, whole tracts 
lay in a perfect stato of abandonment. 
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We found very good third-class fare at a fourtt 
rate hotel iii Maracay, where we arrived after sunset 
and abode all night. Not more than a league from 
the lake of Valencia, in the centre of the widest part . 
of the plain, stands the town with its 4000 inhabi-J 
tants. Like most of the settlements belonging to thff 
valleys of Aragua, it is 80 happily situated for the 




fertility of its soil as to take away the greatest 
stimulus to labour. Resembling many other pnrta- 
of Venezuela, its population has suffered from the! 
ravages of war. It is inconceivable the amount < 
damage to the national prosperity and well-beiii| 
these unhappy struggles have occasioned. Thed 
primal curae with which the eai-th was visited foi 
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Adam's sin is so little felt here, that we should think 
it a myth, were no portion of the earth's surface 
leas barren than that of Aragua, Some native cigars 
were given to us, made from tobacco grown in the 
neighbourhood from " Vuelta-Abajo " seeds, and pre- 
pared by a Cuban. The result would not have dis- 
credited a good Habana brand. 

" Bright and early " the next morning (June 9) we 
left ifaracay, and soon after crossed the Tapatupa, 
an insignificant stream, and so entered the State of 
Carabobo. Bordering the road on the right rose a 
series of hillocks on which the vegetation partook of 
the character of tropical luxuriance, whilst on the left 
lay the placid lake of Valencia, ever and anon burst- 
ing on our sight through the forests, or opening up 
to fuller proportions as it skirted our line of travel. 
An excellent view of this inland sea was obtained 
from " a quiet spot " near tlie pueblo of La Cabrera. 

The Lake of Valencia or Tacarigua, situated 1410 
feet above the level of the sea, is thirty-one miles in 
length, and its maximum width is over twelve miles. 
It has twenty-two islands ; near that of Cabo Blanco, 
according to Codazzi, there is a beautiful stone, rising 
in the form of a square table about two varas above 
the water's level, which may be " considered as a 
natural nilometer, and nothing is wanting but feet and 
inches marked upon it to indicate exactly the increase 
or decrease of the waters." Aragua affords an inte- 
resting example of the evU influence of the wholesale 
destruction of trees in lessening running streams. 
From the peculiar configuration, its rivers, instead 
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of making their way to the Bea, accumulate in 1 
lowest part of the valley, and form this beautiful lake. 
When Humboldt visited this distiict the inhabi-l 
tantB told him that there was a alow but perceptiblffi 
diminution in its waters. The town of Valenci 
founded originally half a league from the lake, ■v 
a league and a half from it in Humboldt's time, an(l 
the land which had once been covered with watfl 
was transfonned into rich fields of coffee and augi 
cane, whilst the lake island of La Cabrera became | 
peninsula. So notorious was the gradual drying-urt 
of the lake, that to account for it a theory of th^ 
existence of a subterranean outlet into the ocean wai 
generally accepted, though the illustrious travellea 
himself thought otherwise, and attrilmted the caui 
to the great destruction of the forests of AraguSi 
By felling the trees which cover the tops and sidi 
of mountains without replanting others, men in cveij 
clime prepare at once two calamities for future gene- 
rations — want of fuel and scarcity of wattT. 
province of Aragua was once populous and prosperousJ 
but the bloody War of Independence having draine< 
it of men and money, its fields fell out of cultivi 
tion, and the tropical products quickly reconquen 
much of the land from which they had been drivcQ a 
and instead of the lake continuing to dry up, 
increased in volume, so that, with an easterly wind,1 
the road from Maracay to Valencia was covered witl 
water. A fear now came upon the people, not of thej 
lake disappearing, but of it inundating the surroundJ 
ing lands. 
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Humboldt was not positive in the fact of having 
discovered the equilibrium between the waters which 
entered the lake of Valencia and those which were 
lost by evaporation, but Sefior Aujel Maria Alamo, a 
aavwnt of Venezuela, told me he had discovered that the 
lake had an outlet in the channel of Buscarito, which, 
instead of bringing in fresh water, as was previously 
supposed, carried it to the table-land forming the 
fountain-head of the river Poito. This river, with 
ita very abundant head-waters, falls into the Pao, an 
easily navigable stream joining the Portugueza, an 
arm of the Apure, and so connected with the Orinoco 
and the sea. 

The lake is inexpressibly beautiful. The vast 
expanse of waters is relieved by the dense and 
variegated foliage of the numerous islands scattered 
'iver it. Its margins are covered with trees and wild 
luxuriant vegetation, whilst in the distance rise the 
hill ranges girding the " Lake of Beauty." As I 
gazed upon this wide-expanded loveliness, I could 
almost pardon the Venezuel 



i calling the valleys 



Aragua " The garden of the world," but would my- 
self modify their assertion, and sjty — "They might 



After leaving Cabrera we passed through the estate 
of Don Antonio Blanco, of Cai-dcus. It is ten miles 
long and three wide, and in former years supported 
from 5000 to 10,000 heafl of cattle. After t-aking 
coffee with the agent in charge, we rambled over 
the place to see its pretty cascades and hot-water 
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Passing the puehlo of San Joaquin, the road for'^^^f 
Bome distance ran along the foot of a ridge of uncul'^^H 
tivated hilk ^^H 

Nine miles furtlier on we came to Guacara, where ^^^| 
a number of well-made, handsome Indians had their ^^H 
quarters. They were very ditfereut from the degraded ^^H 






objects who in miiny parts of tlie Republic are all 
that remain of the indigenes. The population wiis 
about 2000. The town was founded by the natives 
of the country at the close of the seventeenth century. 
It is situated near the lake, and distant from Valencia 
eight to ten miles. Close by are the niins of what 
was intended to be by itfl builder, the Marques de 
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Toro, a magnificent mansion ; it was commenced after 
the close of the War of Independence, but never 
finished. 

The next pueblo was Los Guayos, which contained 
about 500 inhabitants, and bad a small church. 

The road from Victoria raay fairly be pronounced 
bad, going over broken ground, sloughs, and all 
manner of unpleasantnesses. At one part of the day's 
journey, seeing a few cattle, I called the attention of 
General Martinez to the fact, and asked him how it 
was that on such rich pasture-land this was so rare a 
sight. He told me that a few years back the plains 
liad been covered with them, but, during hostihtics, 
the soldiers had killed and eaten whatever they could 
lay hands upon, and thus the stock had disappeared. 
FertUe as this valley is, War, with hungry aj)petite, 
has swallowed up the substance of its people. In 
many of the places we journeyed through the land 
was only cultivated in patches. 

We arrived at Valencia, the capital of Carabobo, in 
the afternoon, and foimd it a well-situated, pretty 
little town of 14,000 inhabitants, with every appear- 
ance of a business character about it. It stands on a 
gentle declivity of the foot-hills of the Guacamaya, a 
favourable position from whicli stretch roads to the 
centres of the Repubhc. Valencia has had a chequered 
career : founded in 1555, its early prosperity received 
a rude shock from the French corsairs, who, in 1677, 
coming from Puerto-Cabollo, burned and sacked it. 
The wrecked city was rebuilt only to be once more 
destroyed ; this tunc not by human hands but liy 
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the agency of the terrible earthquake of 181 2. Itj 
remained in a dilapidated condition during the atormj^ 
period of the War of Independence, but is once more 
assuming fair proportions and commercial importance j, 
its market-hall is one of the finest in the Republicl 
We also saw a large sugar refinerj- whicli was to bej 
worked by steam, a novelty in these regions. 

At Valencia I had an interview with GfeneralJ 
Guzman Blanco. This conversation took place at I 
critical period in the history of the Republic, and h« 
received me in private. He was, of course, ver] 
much pre-occupied with the war ; indeed, whilst thel 
audience lasted, his generals were impatiently await- 
ing in the ante-rooms for their orders. We talkeda 
about the concession of the islands, which he wasj 
unwilling to grant until they had been officially ex-j 
amined. Ever3'thing had to give place to the war, bud 
he promised that, as soon as the campaign was overJ 
and he had returned to Canicas, a commission should be 1 
appointed. With the return of peace he would be able ] 
to give attention to the development of the Republic's 
resom-ees, and would consider the various methods 
by which this might be accomplished. He expressed 
his conviction of the importance of various public 
works and industrial projects broached to him, and 
told me not to l}e disappointed at delays, as aiTairs 
could not progress as rapidly in Venezuela as in I 
England. Whenever the Government was in a posi- ■ 
tiou to close for the lease of the islands, I might j 
expect to have the preference over all others, and hel 
lii>]ied tlic lunger residence this necessitated would J 
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not prove disagreeable to me. The Preaident, who 
spoke broken English, was amused at my venturing 
to Venezuela and undertaking such enterprises before 
maatering the Spanish language. 

Under cultivation in the lake district of the valleys 
of Aragua and Carabobo there were about forty sugar 
plantations, whilst a dozen more had been totally 
ruined by the revolutions. These forty establish- 
ments had iioo tablfmes (or, roughly speaking, 2cxx) 
English acres) in cultivation. The largest had 1 20, 
the smallest 5, but the average was 27^ tablones. 
The estimated production was equivalent to 98 
ciuintaJes of saccharine matter for every tablon, or a 
pound of sugar for every square vara — something 
over an English square yard. Of these haciendas, 
three were worked by steam, twenty-two by water- 
power, and fifteen by animals. The only one that 
had a centrifugal machine was that called La Que- 
brada described in the earlier part of this chapter. 
The total acreage thrown out of cultivation by the 
troubled times through which the district had passed 
was enormous. This had been very modestly esti- 
mated at 1320 tablones, whose value at 1 150 each 
represent a capital of about $200,000. 

The management of these haciendas was rarely 
conducted on scientific principles. Too often blind 
routine was followed ; the processes were guided by 
traditional wisdom, without regard to better methods 
devised by the careful investigations and ingenuity of 
modern days. There is, of course, another side to 
this matter, and it may be that the primordial genus 



was happier in its simply-managed world — it had 
only seven wonders I — than we who Hve surrounded 
by marvels. A Venezuehiu writer (Abdul Azia) has 
expressed his preference for " vegetating in the plea- 
sant life of our ancestors, without more ambition than 
to live and die in the faith of Christ, and without 
other satisfaction than that of watching the increase 
and prospering fatness of the stomach — happiness 
being measured by its degrees of prominence." 

Complaints were made of evils resulting firom 
the non-residence of many of the owners on their 
lands, necessitating a system of partnership between 
agents and owners for working estates — said to ; 
be the reverse of efficient or economical ; but the 
greatest bar to the well-being of Aragua and Cara- 
bobo was war. The struggle of 1871 is supposed 
to have taken 2000 men from its industries ; as 
workers, their labour was paid at the rate of $135 
each per annum. The men, instead of receiving 
$270,000 as workmen, cost the Treasury not less 
than $265,000 as soldiers. 

The sweet cane in its ripest state contains from 1 8 
to 20 per cent, of sugar, but in actual cultivation in 
Venezuela not more than from 8 to 10 per cent, is ex- 
tracted. This is partly owing to the plants being cut 
down before they have attained full maturity, and it 
is to some extent jUso due to the imperfection of the 
ordinary processes of extraction. Such was the opinion 
expressed in a paper read before the Sociedad de 
Ciencias Fisicas of Caricas by a member who had 
■given much attention to investigating microHco]>icalIy 



the structure of the plant. According to his researches, 
it is easy to distinguish three different elements in the 
shoot of the cane — the epidermis, the vascular texture, 
and the psirenchjTna. This last, the heai-t of the 
plant, consists of hexagonal cells, and encloses a 
colourless liquor, with a watery basis, whilst its most 
important constituent is sugar mixed with albumen. 
By a process of crushiug the cane, the cellular tissue 
is destroyed, and the juice it contains is expressed. 
But the two coverings in which the parenchyma is 
enclosed prevent the sap from being tlioroughly 
extracted, and, in fact, from the expressed cane a 
second quaUty of the saccharine liquor is obtained. 
Another disadvantage connected with the system of 
cylindrical presses — the universal plan a<lopted in 
Aragua — is, that the liquid when obtained is always 
mixed with albumen, necessitating a further process 
of clarification. If the largest and best machines 
were used, a greater percentage of saeeharine juice 
fould be obtained. 

It has been proposed to substitute tlie method of 
diffusion already applied with success to the extrac- 
tion of beetroot sugar, and still more appropriate to 
the cane. In this plan the beets, after being cut into 
small slices, are placed tn common water of 40° C. 
Then occurs the cui'ious phenomenon of endosmosis 
and exosmosis. The water and the saccharine juieo 
set up coDtmry currents, the sugar passes through 
the walls of its cells into the water, and the latter 
penetrates into its place, until an exact equilibrium is 
cstabiialied. The first water ih then dnnvn off and 
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replaced by fresh, and this proceaa is repeated until] 
all the sugar has been extracted. This method hoB I 
been applied in some of the West Indian sugar I 
manufactories. 

The minimum cost of the production of a quintal | 
(loo lbs.) of raw sugar is, in the — 

French West Indies . . . $5.50 

English West Indies, and Demerara 4.69 

India, and the English Possessions in 

the East . . . . 4. 1 2 

Cuba, and Porto Rico (formerly) . 3.28 
The cost in Brazil is not known, but it is not less I 
than in the Spanish colonies. Dr. Carlos Arvelo, after | 
citing these figures, gives a detailed estimate of the \ 
expenses in Venezuela of sugar cultivation, and I 
reckons the cost at $3.63!." 

One of the three days I spent in Valencia waa I 
rendered noteworthy by breakfasting witli Sefior ] 
Rafael Arvelo, a man of infinite wit, a poet, and ] 
formerly Minister of Finance and Vice-President. | 
He was a brilfiant talker, and well informed on all | 
subjects pertaining to Venezuelan jioHtics and poli- 
ticians. There was a number of the neighbouring I 
proprietors present, and the table showed that in J 
addition to his many other attributes Scuor Arvelo ' 
deserved that of gourmet. A bon mot of his may 
be repeated : It refers to the peculations of an im- 
portant official in the past of the Repubfic, who, when 
he was employed in the exchequer, lost a finger of 
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his right hand through an accideut. Seuor Arvelo 
congratulated the Republic on the circumstancCj as 
he aaid it would be a saving of 20 per cent, to the 
public treasury I 

The temperature of Valencia, about 80° F. in the 
shade, was not disagreeable. From one of the twin 
towers of the noble old church a fine view of the 
country waa obtained ; the rich and fertile vales all 
around lay in tranquil loveliness like the sleeping 
beauty in the wood, only waiting for the kias of 
peace to waken them to life and industry. With 
Goldsmith we may aay — 

" Such are the charau to barren states tusigned ; 
Their wants but few, their wislies al! confiued ; 
Yet let them only share the praiaea due, 
If few their wante, their pleasures are but fen : 
For every want that etimulatee the breast 
Becomes a source of pleasure when redrest." 

The gratification of the desires arising from a higher 
civilization will prove a strong stimulue to action ; 
food and shelter are not the only things requisite to 
give happiness to refined and educated people, they 
are merely the lowest of their cares ; and it is in the 
exercise of intellect, in the cultivation of the arts, and 
in the consequent expansion of the mind, that they 
find their beat pleasures. To replace the excitement 
of wai- and strife by the not less keen struggles of 
commerce and industry, and to teach that geace hath 
her victories not less than war, would be to confer a 
liistiDg benefit upon the Venezuelan people. 

When my hotel-bill appeared at Valencia on the 
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eve of my departure, it was much less than might 
have been expected. My four days' stay, includ- 
ing the cost of a dinner given to a number of Valen- 
cianos, was charged £,2, los. Considering the hard i 
things which some travellers have thought fit to say 
of the exorbitancy of the hotel-keepers' charges in 
Venezuela, it is a simple duty to mention this, and 
to say also, that, with rare exceptions, 1 found very ^ 
moderate demands made by them, and the hospitality 
of the country was such that in many instances it 
was quite unnecessary for roc to resort to posadaa 
at all. 

No other passengers were bound for Puerto-Cabello, 
whither I wished to go, so I had to engage the entire 
coach. It was of the covered-in-waggon order of i 
conveyance, swung on stout leather straps, well-fitted 
for the rough mountain roads of the coast range. The ' 
roof was supported by columns around which canvas i 
curtains could be drawn. It was thus open enough 
in fine weather, and easily convertible into a close 
carriage in case of one of those deluges of rain sO I 
common in tropical countries. The driver, on a level 
with the passengers on his seat in front, managed his ' 
three horses abreast; they were small, strong-built 
animals, capable of enduring any amount of fatigue. 
With the exception of two or three foreigners of the 
lazaroni type, the drivers as a class were very civil 
iind obli^g. 

The morning air was so cold, with a temperature at ! 
65°, that the protection of an overcoat was needed. ' 
We passed Barbula, a coffee and sugai' estate, exceed- 
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ingly well wooded ; and the village of Naguanagua, 
with its 500 inhabitants. Fifteen to twenty miles 
from Valencia brought us to the summit, from which 
looking round 

" 1 BMW tho sweep of glorione woods far down the mouniftin eide." 
About 700 feet from the <Uvide we ctime to Asfua 




esteemed for theu- curative powers. The temperatun; 
there waft 83° F. After breakfasting at EI Cambour, 
wc drove on, passing a ruined coffee plantation near 
Las Trincheras, where there Ja a well-built wooden 
bridge over the gulch. For a long distance only an 
occasional patcli of cultivated land on thn liilbaideH 
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was seen — from one of these near the road-side a view | 
of Puerto-Cabello was obtainable. 

After winding along a zigzag rough-and-tumble | 
road, cut in the sides of a precipitous mountain-gorge, 
whose sinuosities straightened out as the descent ' 
became more gradual, and the gorge expanded into a 
broad undulating valley, we neared the coast, and oa 
reaching it struck off at right angles in an easterly { 
direction into a long, deep, sandy tract of country, 
over which it was necessary to pass before reaching 
Puerto-Cabello. At this spot abruptly terminates the 
Puerto-Cabello and San Felipe Railway. Here we saw 
ruined carriages, and the rails in places torn up — a 
sad spectacle, illustrating the evil of civil war, which 
spared not even the instruments of progress that were 
transforming tlie country. Very little work would 
be required to put the pemument way in order again, 
and with a few trucks drawn by horses this road, now 
for eight or ten miles so trying to animals, would be- 
come comparatively easy. Looking seaward, the eye 
rested upon little islands lying otf the cojist. They 
were thick with chaparal, excepting where a clearance 
had been made, and the ground brought under culti- 
vation. A few graceful cocoa-nut trees were irregu- 
larly scattered over the surface ; these islands suit 
them, as they flourish best when their roots strike 
into a salty soil and their tall tops are kissed by the 
sea-breezes. There were some coffee plantations on 
the lower levels of the coast near the city, but they 
showed very few signs whatever of prosperity, as the 
intense heat is detrimental to the plant. This is, how- 
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ever, of le83 consideration, as coffee in such districts 
beeomea a " by-produrt," and the mangos, bananas, 
and other fruit-bearing shade trees, are of the first im- 
portance. Rivers are numerous near Puerto-Cabello, 
that of Borburata being the largest ; during certain 
seasons of the year the quantity of water it brings 
down from the hills is very eonsiderable. Paso Real, 




one of the most beautiful residences on this part of 
the coast, we passed on our right. The Puerto- 
Cabello merchants, more than any others in the 
Republic, are fond of country life, and numerous, 
therefore, arc the first-class houses in its suburbs. 
I reached Puerto-Cabello about two o'elock P.M., 
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and on embarking on the " Borussia," s.s., for La 
Guayra, a Gfovemment official accosted me with a 
request for my passport. That which I showed him 
was from the Mayor of Cardcas, and authorized a 
journey to the city of Valencia and back. As it did 
not specify a return by way of Puerto-Cabello and 
the sea, ray interrogator rather demurred to receive it, 
thinking apparently that I had eomc out of my way, 
perhaps with no good object. On this I produced 
my second safeguard, a passport from the President 
himself, authorizing me to go and come " by land 
and by sea, how and when " it seemed good to me, 
without let or hindrance "from any of the authori- 
ties, civil or military," to whom it recommended me 
expressly for " security and consideration." This 
had the desired effect ; not only was I allowed to 
pass, but I was afraid the vigilant official would have 
done me the honour of having me carried on board. 
Amongst the passengers was the agent of the Que- 
brada Mining Company, going home to England with 
a pistol-ball in his shoulder — a token of remembrance 
from a son of the " Vaterland." 

Next day we landed at La Guayra, from whence I 
proceeded to Cardcjta, and thus terminated my excur- 
sion through the rich and fertile valleys of Aragua. 

The carriage road, along which the greater part of 
my journey was made, ran through the thi-ee States 
of Bolivar, Aragua, and Carabobo, The cities and 
villages we passed through contained.146,500 inhabi- 
tants. The three States have an aggregate population 
of about 450,000. 




CHAPTER X. 



IMMUiRATION — EARTHQUAKES — CUSTOMS. 

" Now, by two-headed Joniig, 
Nature liath fraiii'il strunge fellows m her time." 

— SUAKEBfEABB. 

In Canlciia tlif stream of ray life flowed ou equably. 
In visiting, in adding to my collection of objects 
iUustratiug the natunU biatory of the country, and in 
pushing negotiations for commercial concessions and 
privilegca at the hands of the Government, I had 
ample scope for exertion, and very little time for 
idleness. 

In going about the couiitiy I noticed that various 
species of the Maguey grew in apparently cxhaustless 
profusion, even the poorest soils produced this plant 
in abundance ; its fibres, which yield a 6ne hemp, 
might easily be made a source of considerable wealth to 
the Republic, At present it is only obtiiined on a small 
scale, but if the difficxUties standing in the way of 
its more systematic utilization were removed by the 
introduction of improved machinery, the result would 
be a new trade, for which plenty of the raw material 
is at hand. With this object in view, the Govem- 
raeut might very well offer a prize. The fibre is 
considered to be vastly superior to the best Manilla, 
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and brings a very high price. In my travels I have 
seen large tracts of country where manufacturing 
catabliahments would find sufficient raw material 
ready for their supply, until cultivated crops of the 
maguey could be planted, grown, and reaped. 

The sight of all the wealth of nature spread around 
often turned my thoughts in the direction of im- 
migration. A colony of Englishmen would find full 
Bcope for their energies. The Germans have tried 
to establish at least one settlement here : the Colouia 
Tovar, which is not veiy far from Caracas, though 
without any carriage road to it, haa only been par- 
tially successful, a road being a sine qud non of pros- 
perity. Another reason may perhaps be contained in 
the following anecdote told of a German emigration 
agent, who went to Venezuela to spy out the fatness 
of the land, but on hearing that beer was a shilling 
a bottle, gave up all idea of inducing his thirsty com- 
patriots to leave Germany for a country where drink- 
ing was so costly. Englishmen, of course, would 
grumble at the deprivation, but with their rooted taste 
for alcohol in a more fiery state, they would contrive 
to get a fair share of intemperance out of the cheap 
and crude aguardiente produced in the Republic. 

On one occasion I had a conversation with a Mr. 
Castro respecting the estate of Tacasuruma, a property 
in the State of Carabobo, containing about 200,000 
acres of rich agricultural and wooded lands, very 
suitable for a colony of emigrants. He gave me 
samples of the timlwr growing on it, including about 
twenty valuable kinds. The property may be had for 
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about 28. 6d. per acre — freehold. But all the districts 
of the Aragua and Tuy offer tempting opportunities 
for colouizing. Thousands of men and women, stifling 
in the slums of London, Manchester, and other large 
towns, dragging out a miserably monotonous exis- 
tence, would there find smiling valleys ready to receive 
them, and give them health, ease, and plenty. Nor 
would the task of cultivation be an arduous one, and 
in place of the cold solitudes emigrants have to en- 
counter in Canada, they would in the Republic meet 
with warm friendship and hospitality, and their in- 
fluence in return would have a salutary effect in 
checking civil outbreaks, absolutely the only di-aw- 
backs to its prosperity. 

Although Venezuela is not far removed from the 
route of travel to North and South America, it is not 
on the beaten track, and has therefore remained to 
some degree solitaiy and unobserved liy pilgrims from 
other lands. It has dwelt apart. Whether or no the 
effects of this isolation can be detected in the political 
history and revolutions of the country would offer 
fruitful matter for speculation and conjecture. A 
possible cause for the negle<it displayed towards 
Venezuela by travellers is afforded by the fact that 
whilst it is full of picturesque scenery and objects of 
interest to the geologist, the natural historian, and 
men of science generally, it does not possess any 
spectacular freaks of nature like those which draw 
the sightseers of both hemispheres to " decline and 
fall " at Niagara, or to form rings around the massive 
girths of the liig trees of California. 



The 5th of July ia an important day in Cai 
being the anniversary of the famouB Declaration > 
Independence, made in i8i i by the Junta of Cart 
and is celebrated with great spirit. It is fitting t 
nations, like individuals, should commemorate tl 
natal days. It is curious that old England has : 
national festival of this description ; perhaps, lifc 
Topsy, she was never bom but " only growed." 

The previous evening the good people of ( 
took to tlieir usual method of testifying pleasure 1 
delight. We had fireworks in abundance, and 
streets filled with spectators watching the artistia 
effects produced by a host of impromptu pyrotechnists 
On the morning of the 5th the gaiety of the metro- 
polis was increased by an unexpected spectacle, the 
triumphal entry of twelve hundred soldiers headet 
by Generals Alcantara and Quevedo. These we] 
part of the forces that had held the States of i 
and Bolivar for the liberal party, and they met with ( 
correspondingly warm reception from the " Yellows." 

In the cathedral there was a Te Deum, at which ' 
the President and all the high officials connected with 
the Government, and the various corporations, pre- 
sented themselves. On his way to mass the Presidents 
was received with the customary military honouraj 
and afterwards held a reception at the Govermnenn 
House, where the diplomatic body was represented I 
great force. In reply to the congratulatory speechet 
addressed to him, he spoke with prophetic confidenci 
of the triumph of the liberal party, and of the comir 
defeat and extinction of the armed " Blues," then givingfl 
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trouble in some parts of the Republic. This speeeli 
was loudly applauded, and the orator was conducted 
by the assembly in an extemporized triumphal pro- 
oession to his own bouse. 

It is a good plan for foreigners to avoid mixing 
with the poUtics of the foreign countries in which they 
may find themselves, and to this plan I steadily ad- 
hered as a simple matter of duty. My resolve to keep 
free from all partizan complications caused me to 
refuse the request sometimes made for the exercise of 
what influence I was possessed of in favour of persons 
in difficulties with the Government, and sometimes 
I felt the eflfect of these political anarchisms to be 
somewhat annoying. 

The morning after Independence Day there was 
great excitement in town, as the authorities had seized 
the mails in the expectation of intercepting a revolu- 
tionary correspondence. [This would have shocked 
me very much if I had not been old enough to 
remember hearing the fate of the brothers Bandiera, 
and the opening of letters in the English Post-office, 
said to be connected with that unfortunate affair.] 
The seizure caused a delay in the delivery of the cor- 
respondence, yet no ease came to my knowledge of a 
single letter addressed to, or despatched by me, failing 
to reach its proper destination. I was told that some 
time back in a neighbouring republic, the empty Eng- 
lish maU-bags were never returned, although urgent 
demands were made by the English Government for 
their restoration. By a curious coincidence, about the 
same time some of the soldiei's sported new clothes 
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decorated with the ^miliar initials " G.F.O.," on parts 
of the body where decorations are not generally wonu^ 
Whi'thiT this result was due to the individual enei 
of the warriors, or to some knavish coutractor, d» 
not appear — however, the alienated hags never p: 
through St. Maitin's-le^rand again. 

Amongst the many foreigners in Cariicas, I met a 
Yankee captain who had had a somewhat eventful 
career. At San Fruuci^xj. in i 849, he got his ship con- 
demned as tmfit for further service, then bought her 
Ui himself for an old song, and adapted her for a store- 
ship. He made $40,000 in the wharfage business, and 
then investeil all the money iu a Central American 
revolution, which proved a disastrous failure, 
tliis he went to Gold Bluff, where he was appoint 
Judge, and whilst acting in this capacity, there 
a row iu which a Yankt-e was killed by a party 
Frenchmen, whom the Yankees had attacked, 
though it was certain that the dead man had bol 
provoked and deserved his fate, the mob broke opei 
the prison and lynched the Frenchmen. This incidi 

ilisgusted Oipt. A , who resigned his appointment 

as he thought that people who could act in such 
unconstitutional manner were not worthy to have 
"born gentleman" as judge. He shook the dl 
from his feet and " skedaddled." 

I might have faded of belief as to the anteeedeni 
of this worthy representative of the " Almighty nation,' 
but my own experience in the " Far Fai- West" hi 
Uiiight me the many parts one man may play, 
which tlio fullowing is an examjile : — 
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Once when in Califoraia, I visited the newly-dis- 
covered quicksilver mines in Lake County, to report 
upon them. A day's journey by steamboat, stage- 
coach, and horseback, brought me from San Francisco 
to the mining district, which was situated amongst 
wild and rugged mountains on the extreme Hinge of 
civilization. After seven miles' ride beyond the last 
habitation, the curling smoke from a miner's cabin 
became visible, and the loud barking of a dog led me 
to suppose that the rude tenement was inhabited. 

As I approached there issued from the door a weird- 
looking specimen of humanity, who scanned me very 
closely, a good office I heartUy reciprocated. 

He was tall and thin, with a complexion upon 
which a jaundiced liver and a broiling sun had set 
their marks. Kough, red, and disorderly wiis hia 
hair; an eye was missing, but the one which re- 
mained to him seemed fully capable of doing double 
duty. 

The first glance was unfavourable, and I regretted 
my temerity in venturing alone within his domains. 

Upon my retjuestiug him to direct me to the house 
of Recorder Bogley, he responded quickly ; 

" I guess, Strainger, I'm Bogley the Recorder, 
monarch of these yai- diggiu's, and me and my doag 
united air the population." 

A comic twinkle in the site of the lost eye reas- 
sured me, and I felt somewhat ashamed of my first 
distrust ; hia appearance, however, was even now only 
that of a good-natured and jovial demon. 

It was not necessary to wait long for an invitation ; 



he ttJd me to disembark from my quadruped, and 
make myself sociable by sitting down to a mess 
pork and l»eaus. 

" I reokon, traveller," said he, " you'll not find 
80 bad as my looks." 

That was impossible I 

During my week's sojourn with Bogley, he 
ruundeil me with all the attention and rude hospitalil 
A rough miner could bestow. Although I shared his 
" l»etl and Itoard," some time elapsed ere I could mus- 
toT «>urage to ask about the lost eye ; but at length 
tho lonely man gave me the following account : — ■ 

*' In the gold mania of '49, in oue of the most ouH 
t»f-the-way diggings then discovered, I had ' struck 
it rich," imil was fast making my 'pile,' and naturally 
|iH>km) round for some one to share it with me. 

'* \Yomen weje scarce in those quarters ; our camp 
tow rich, for it boasted one. 

" She had many suitors, though none made such 
headway «s the handsome Bogley. Don't smile, 
Urilisher," said he, " I'm a changed man." 

1 aitjuiesced, and the Recorder went on : 

"Then' was ouc fellow, however, who ran me a 
rloao race ; but the green-eyed monster took him in 
tow, and in consequence he lost way. Vengeance 
lurked in his eye ; he only waited a fitting oppor- 
tunity In wreak it on me. One night returning from 
doing my devoirs to the Queen of Shindy Flat, I saw 
a dark object spring up in front of me, and before my 
llioughts could be collected, n deadly blow on the eye 
Mhti me to the earth. The one moment of conscious- 
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nesa between seeing the assassin and receiving the 
blow, told me who was my antagonist. All night 
I lay on the ground insensible, and was found 
nest morning by some of the miners, who carried 
me to bed, where a raging fever prostrated me for 
weeks. 

" Carefiil attention on the part of my neighbours 
eventually brought me round. In my first lucid in- 
terval I borrowed a looking-glass and examined my 
visage. Wliat a change I the handsome Bogley was a 
scarcely human wreck. I took a solemn oath to slay 
the \illain who had dealt that treacherous blow. Life 
for me had no other object than revenge ; under that 
more absorbing passion even my love for the Queen 
died out. After a last farewell to the ' lone star ' of 
Shindy Flat, the camp was abandoned, and I went in 
search of my enemy, who had gone some weeks 
before. The coward fled when he knew that my 
danger was passed, for he feared the results of ray 
anger. For a long time my search seemed unavail- 
ing. At last, however, a place was reached where he 
had been six months before. His track was followed, 
each hour's success feeding my revenge, each day's 
Hun setting on increased wrath. For weeks and 
weeks the scent grew stronger, till at last the prey 
was run to earth. He was in the driuking-saloon of 
a mining camp, and through the open doorway I saw 
my enemy and entered. 

" His attention was riveted on a game of poker. 

" He held a ' flush,' and as I stole close up to him, 
ho aaid : ' I go twenty dollars on my hand.' 




biased in his ears : ' I cover your twenty, and' 
call you t ' 

" He knew my voice, and was about to spring up, 
putting his band to bis revolver. 

" 'Too late,' said I, and quick as ligbtning up to 
it3 hilt in his heart I ran my bowie-knife. 

" He feU dead I 

" His companions rushed forward and seized me, 
and I would have been killed on the spot had not 
the bar-keeper interfered on my behalf. My story in 
extenuation was of no avail ; a brief consultation was 
held, and it was determined that on the morrow I 
should ' swing for it.' 

" Thus came upon me the cruel sentence of Judge 
Lyuch. Bound hand and foot with cords, and guarded 
all night long by relays of men with loaded revolvers, 
fearfidly the night crawled on. 

" The morning dawned ; I had slept and eaten little 
before being led out to execution. There was great 
excitement in camp. A noosed rope suspended over 
the lH)ugh of a tree constituted tlie gallows. The 
style was simple but expressive ; there was no black 
cap, no pinioning cord, and uo righteous pillar of the 
Church stood by to pour into my ears the soothing 
words of religion ; a ' hard old death ' was to be 
mine, with no time for repentance, none for pardon 
It'ft 1 The noose was thrown loosely over my neck, 
and the operators retired a short distance to take 
hold of the other end of the rope ; this is the mode 
adopted in lynching, so that each man may share the 
responsibility of the execution ; Init just as the word 



was given to raise me above misfortune, I slipped the 
noose from off my neck and ran, followed by the 
howling pack. Bang, bang, bang, went revolvers I 
balls whizzod past my head, but still I held on unhurt 
for ahead of the crowd, till one, fleeter than the rest, 
gained foot by foot. Gradually the others feU back, 
and the race lay between us. I was running for dear 
life, and put out all my energies, but to no avail ; 
nearer and neai-er he came, till I eould hear his foot- 
steps and almost feel his breath. A single glance 
round made me stumble, and he fell upon me. Heap- 
ing deep-toued imprecations on my poor head, he 
ordered me to rise and follow him back to the scaffold, 
which office I quietly performed, as there was no 
alternative. He sardunically observed that he ad- 
mii'ed my pluck more than my running ! 1 walked 
at his left aide, and as I listened to his sarcastic jeers, 
a determination came uijou me that although my last 
stroke for existence had proved abortive, another 
should be made. I felt endowed with Herculean force 
as I swung my arm round and struck another blow 
for life. He fell like a stunned ox. Before he eould 
recover his wind tw^o or three hundred yards were 
between us. There was no fear of my being turned 
into a pillar of salt ; I never looked back until there 
were three hundred miles separating me from the 
athlete of that mining camp." 

^Vheuever I cast my eyes on Bogley afterwards, I 
thought of this startling episode in hia wasted life, 
and the strange career of the Yankee captain recalled 
it to my mind. 



The 1 6th of July was the Jlesta of BruzuaJ, wlu 
was one of the leaders of the liberal party, and di« 
in Curazao firom wounds received in fighting agai 
the " revolucion azul " at Puerto - Cabello. Thei 
was a grand procession at the feast ; hia portrait wsb 
taken to the square called Poleo, where it occupied 
the centre of a trophy, crowned by the banner of 1 
Taliaut " soldado sin miedo." An immense crowd c 
people assisted at this after-death ovation, not th 
least interesting part of the affair being the dark-eyei 
Seiioras and Seuoritas who thus testified their reap 
for the mighty dead. It may be that some of thei 
had an interest also in the living. When the portn 
was safely deposited in its place, Col. L. M. Moni 
Btcrios, who had been aide-de-camp to Bruzual, pH 
nounced a few feeling and appropriate words, 
Sefior A. L. Guzman made one of those bri 
omtions for which he is famous. This improvisatic 
was greatly applauded. The widow of Bruzual ■ 
present, and his father also, but hia feelings overcam 
him BO much that he could only say a few sentenw 
of gratitude to the people who had recognised 
civic virtues and heroic qualities of his son. ThM 
district of Kl Teque that day had its name officiallJN 
changed to Estado Bruzual, and all was gaietyj 
music, flags, fireworks, and triumphal arches were : 
all the streets. On one of the latter might be re-ad R 
" Bruzual I sobre tu tiunba se alz6 el partido liberal 
mas fuerte para veneer y mas grande para perdonar.J 
Bruzual 1 no hai monumento mas digno de tu memoriaj 
que el corazon de tus eonciudadanos." 
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The greatest good order prevailed. Precautions 
had been taken by the Government against any Uke- 
lihood of riotous conduct by the prohibition of the 
sale of intoxicating liquors, although the posadas and 
pulperias were allowed to remain open. 1 noticed 
one ardent ubrero who appeared to have evaded thia 
order, and who howled lustily as the procession 
parsed : " Viva el GJeneral Bruzual I El hombre que 
Diuri(5 por su palabra Carajo ! " I asked for a 
translation of thia enthusiastic cry, and found it was 
equivalent to saying: " Long live the man who died 
for his word G — d d — m ! " 

A few days later a taste of the rainy season was 
given us, and in Venezuela when it comes it does its 
work most etFeetually, and aU business is at an end 
for the time. If you have an important engagement 
you are not expected to keep it ; a fiiueral, a marriage, 
a revolution, or even a bill may be put off on thia 
account. The streets of Caracas, slightly hollow in 
the centre, are converted into torrents of rushing 
water, and a human being is as rarely seen as though 
it were a city of the dead. These rains will last from 
two to three hours, sometimes for an entire day, and 
owing to the declivity from Cardcas to the river Guaire, 
they serve as regulators of the pubUc health, scaveng- 
ing the town most efficiently, thus rendering it. com- 
paratively speaking, clean and healthy. 

Every visitor to Caracas can see the eflects of the 
great earthquake of 1 8 1 2. Curiously enough, I never 
experienced the slightest sensation of a disturbance of 
this nature, although five or six lerremotos happened 



during my stay, and some of them severe cues. Therftl 
would have been no novelty to me in the impressioitil 
produced, as in Califoraia I had often felt them. 

Very early one morning, whilst engaged in writing,] 
some pieces of whitewash fell from the ceiling of myl 
room, and naturally made me think of earthquakes ; 
as there was apparently no motion, the thought 
was dismissed, but subsequently it was stated that 
a really strong one had taken place. The British 
Minister one day came to my quarters, which were 
under the Embassy, and said he had just experienced 
an earthquake shock upstairs, yet on the ground floor i 
I Wiia not cognizant of the slightest movement. 

Use never becomes second nature when earthquakes'! 
are about ; the more they are known the less they are ( 
liked. It is only a new arrival who can enter into 1 
the spirit of the matter and fully enjoy the unique ] 
sensation. 

There is a curious custom at the baptisms in Vene- 
zuela. The padrinos, or godfathers, of the children 1 
about to be received into the Christian Church, pre- 
sent each guest with a small coin of silver or gold, I 
with a hole bored in it, through which is passed i 
a narrow ribbon, the colour of which is generally j 
emblematic of the political party of the recipient. So , 
common is this custom of presenting las mariquitas, 
that many of the smaller coins of the country are , 
found to have been bored. 

Another fashion is to present bouquets to the ladies ■ 
upon their dias de compleaOos (birthdays). On visits ' 
ing the President's house on the evening of his wife's 




" Saint's Day," I was t;atonishetl to find the most 
lovely collection of flowers I had ever beheld. Their 
gorgeousness was only equalled by the artistic taste 
and skill displayed in the iirrangement of them, and 
the entire room was loaded with delicious odours. 
The reception that evening was followed by a grand 
supper, to whicii I was specially invited by the Pre- 
sident. 

Towanls the end of June 1 had another conversation 
with General Guzman Blanco at hia weekly reception, 
chiefly on the subject of the Barcelona concession. 
The President was willing that vessels loading coal 
for exportation should be exempted from port dues, 
hut considered " that steamers which merely stayed 
in passing, to coal, should be subjected to the usual 
charges." In reply to this : I pointed out that a total 
exemption would have the effect of di-awing much 
trade to the port, and, as the harbour-works would 
all be private property, it was scarcely fair that 
the Government should have a revenue from that 
source. One of the foreign Ministers present re- 
marked that Barcelona had no port, when the Presi- 
dent observed : — " Mr. S , in liis recent explora- 
tions in Nueva Barcelona, has discovered a very good 
harbour for the State, and in time it will be an 
important place, and no doubt become the centre of 
commerce for the eastern section of the Republic." 
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"Still rougher it grew-, and still harJer it blew, 
And the thunder kick'd up such a hullaballoo, 
That even the Skipper began to look blue ; 

While the crew, who were few, look'd very queer too, 
And peem'd not to know what exactly to do ; 
Anil the)' who'd the charge of them wrote in the logs, 
Wiud N.E, — blows a hurricane — rains cats and dogs : 
In short, it aoon grew to a tempest as rude as 
That Shakespeare describes as the still-veit Bennudae." 

— Ihooli>8by LsGENDa. 

Comfortably in bed at my hotel in Carilcas, enjoying^ 
the lazy luxury of state which is neither sleep nor J 
wakefulness, but combines the allurements of both,r 
I was disturbed one morning by a thundering noise 1 
at the " outer walls." The possibility of at last assist- | 
ing at an earthquake occurred to my mind ; but, on 1 
shaking oflF the blankets and the remaining dregs of 1 
slumber which clung to me, I found it was only a 
noisy visitor demanding admittance. The sala joined I 
the courtyard by ponderous double doors, as high, 
almost, as the sides of the lofty room itself. So I 
capacious was the entrance that several of my frienda I 
have at times ridden into it on horseback, whilst | 
their steeds appeared to take quite an intelligent in- 
terest in the natural curiosities with which it was J 
crowded. 



On opening my gate there was my friend Leseur, 
ho bantered me on my late rising. 

" Not up yet t and the sun so high in the hea- 
1 1 " he cried. 

The sun's ambitious, and likes to riae. I am not, 
id 80 " 

" You lie 1 " retorted my disturber. The proposi- 
tion was indisputable ; and after laughing at hia 
English equivoque, we came to the object of his 
visit. 

He had just received a telegram from La Guayra, 
in which his agent there had infonned him of having 
engaged a small schooner for my long projected ex- 
pedition to the islands off the coast, and his purpose 
in disturbing my morning slumbers was to incite me 
to activity in making preparations for the voyage. 

As an explanation of my being, so to speak, caught 
napping, I should observe that the days in Cardcaa 
were all too short, and that usually my correspon- 
dence and other writing had to be done after mid- 
night. This had one great advantage, that it saved 
me from exposure to the morning heat, which in the 
tropics is always so disagreeable to Europeans 1 On 
an average, my rest was not more than six hours ; 
but even then I was reproached for being muy Jlojo 
by persons who slumbered eight or ten out of the 
twenty-fouT- 

The schooner was to sail at 5 p.m., for in that part 
of the Caribbean Sea the wind " clase in land " goes 
down after dark ; and the next day being Sunday, no 
one would Imve liked to sail out of port. However, 
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br dint of hud wtKk, a poa^iort was obtained ; and 
I liie reqidstei for the trip, indnding chemicals for 
f ifjiTililim anal^BeSr tnstnmLents, hv., vere aD dolj 
' poc^d Dp. 

At mid-dajr I was in a coach, bowling along to 
La Goayra, and onder the inflaence of a few doUais 
extra, lb« ilriTer landed me there jttfely at 3 P.M. 
There was no Martin's Act in Venezaeta, and it most 
be admitted that, to do the journey from Caracas 
in three hours, the horses had to be considerably 
ponished. As their owner has given np the coach 
business, and gone to his long home, this can be said 
without prejudice to the driver. 

The journey down from Cardcas is one which always 
yielded me pleasure. Having an islander's love of the 
sea, the view of it from the mountain road as it burst 
upon my sight. 2000 feet below, in appearance like 
a vast ocean of bunusbed silver, raised enthusiastic 
feelings. A large brigantine drifting slowly aloi 
detracted somewhat fit)m the picture by giving it 
too human interest. 

I remember when in Califoroia, being at a pi 
where a road comes down a valley " right " to thi 
Pacific. It formed the terminus of one of the 
highways from the Atlantic States, One day, ther^' 
came a waggon driven by a backwoodsman, who was 
apparently enjoj-ing his first visit to the sea. He left 
his horses in the road, and stood gazing in wonder 
and awe at the beautiful expanse of water, reddem 
by the farewell kiBSes of the sun, 

I approached and ofl'ert^d him a frii'udly greeting 
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but there was no response. The salutation was 
repeated, and then with a deep sigh he said : 

" I guess that ocean's some 1 Strainger," he con- 
tinued, turning to me, " in feelishus moments like 
these, the voice of man aint in keepin' with the 
grandeaur of this air panoramar ! " 

" There is a pleasure in the pathless woods, 
There is a rapture on the lonely shore," &c. &c. 

My backwoodsman had given a practical illustration 
of BjTon's poetic comparison. 

Lescur's agent, Mr. F. J. Wallis, a jolly English- 
man, in making many preparations for my comfort 
during the voyage, had provided an ample stock of 
the luxuries of life (eatables, and drinkables, and 
such like), to which he added, with praiseworthy 
himianity, a fair supply of an article which the 
majority usually hold to be the prime necessity of 
existence. 

Many were the conjectures as to the object of the 
expedition : some thought it was to search for a copper 
mine which Tradition and not Nature had located on 
El Gran Roque ; some that the British Government 
had sent me to survey the islands with a view to their 
seizure in part payment of the foreign debt, provided 
they were worth anything ; and some sagely touched 
their heads with their fingers — a graphic and common 
way of expressing a frequent opinion as to the 
peculiarities of Englishmen, and their strange unac- 
countable doings. With all their curiosity, no one 
thought of asking me the real purpose. Had it been 

vou I. N 
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ill Uncle Sam's domains, every one for miles loimd 
would not only have "guessed," but have pestered 
me with very direct questions on the subject. There 
iH a marked difference in this respect between the 
Yankee and the Spanish- American. My object, how- 
ever, was perfectly sober and prosaic There was 
good reason to think that phosphates existed on 
some, at least, of the islands off the Venezuelan coast. 
Negotiations had already been initiated for a con- 
cession, but, pending the result, I determined to visit 
the Los Roques group, to ascertain by personal inspec- 
tion the extent and value of the deposits. 

At half-past five we entered a boat at the wharf, 
and were soon on board the " Venus," a little schooner 
of 25 tons burden, manned by a crew of three 
under the command of Captain John Taylor, and 
Hying the English flag. With a pardonable desire for 
knowledge my new quarters w^ere soon examined, 
Tlui sehooner had a flush-deck, wdth a half-raised 
(!iibiu amidships, filling so much space as to render 
locomotion on foot vciy difticult. At each side of the 
" quarter-deck " were structures resembling elongated 
dog-kennels or hen-coops, entered by sliding doors, 
just large enough for a person to crawl into, and turn 
round in a horizontal position. The starboard hen- 
coop was the captain's donnitory, and the other was 
set aside for my use. The feelings aroused on enter- 
ing it for the first time were such as might be ex- 
perienced in trying on a new cofiin. 

The captain talked a lingo composed of the flotsam 
and jetsam of English, Spanish, Dutch, and French, 
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which the sea had thrown, much the worse for wear, 
upon his native shore of the island of Curazao. BSs con- 
versation had a polyglot pictnresqueness not without 
charm. In his desire to make me comfortable he 
placed at my disposal the services of a good steward, 
who rejoiced in the imperial name of Napoleon. 

I turned into my cabined, cribbed, and confined 
sarcophagus at an early hour, and justified its title by 
falling into a " dead sleep," which towards morning 
gave place to a dream, in which I imagined myself to 
be drifting, a solitary being in a deserted ship, across 
a dreary ocean waste. On turning out in the early 
morning, I found that the freshening breeze of the 
night before had been followed by a calm so profound 
that all the crew, including the helmsman, had left 
their posts and gone down into the cabin. At first it 
might have been supposed that my night thoughts 
were going to prove real, but the blacl; head of 
Napoleon popping up from below soon convinced me 
of the utter fallacy of dreams. 

Holding firmly in the abstract the theory of early 
rising, there need be no hesitation in confessing that, 
although it was morning and the sun visible, I re- 
turned to my berth, and shortened what one might 
reasonably anticipate would turn out to be a long 
and tedious day by a forced sleep. This ended, my 
morning shower was taken in an elaborately un- 
comfortable fashion, and was followed by a turn on 
deck. It* was literally a turn, as there was no room 
for anything more. It was like doing a two hours* 
constitutional in a tub. 



The morning wore on, calm and bright, a true 
Sabbath, " bridal of the earth aud sky." Reclining 
in the stem-sheets, shaded by the big mainsail, 
and looking upon the wide expanded lieauty of 
sea Itelow and heaven alwve, I was absolutely wi&ki 
enough not to envy my countrymen who at 
same moment were listening to prayers, offered up 
for the preservation of those who were " travelling 
by water." However glorious the fane may be which 
man raises and decorates with all the devotion antl 
poetry of his nature, however noble and lovely he 
may make his house of worship, yet how mean and 
paltry it appears beside that vast temple not made 
with hands, whose areb is the high heavens, whose 
floor is the trackless oeean, and whose pillars are the 
everlasting hills. 

It Wiis not until near sunset that we found 
selves off the long, low-lying island of Cayo Grani 
where we hooked a large fish, but after much pulli 
and hauling the line broke, ivnd it got ofi" with t! 
hook in its jaws. Shortly after we were more 
cessful in catching a young shark. The sailors 
tured it most cruelly in putting it to death. Jacl 
has the same instinctive aversion to sharks that most 
landsmen have to snakes. We coasted this reef, 
called Cayo de Sal, to its extreme western end ; iind 
rather than run the risk of wearing our way through 
the archipelago by dark, we thought it better pohey 
to anchor for the night at this place. 

The number of islands fonning the Los Roques 
duster is said to be from eighty-five to one hundred ; 
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but incluiUng sandbanka, reefe, and rocka, the natives 
are not far oif the mark in stating " that there is 
one for every day in the year." This group m situ- 
ated from 70 to So milea due north of the coast of 
Venezuela, in about lat. 1 1° 50' N., and long. 66' 45' 
W., and erabnieed within an area of 264 square miles. 
We went on shore, and saw by moonlight the salt- 
works belonging to Mr. L. C. Bny^, a Dutch gentleman 




of Bonaire. Several acres are covered with large flat 
tanks, into which a little windmill pumps sea water. 
During the dry season the more volatile portions 
evaporate, and leave behind a deposit of chloride of 
sodium, better known as common salt. Heaps f)f it 
were lying in all directions ready for slii|inieiit. 



As statistics are always useful and iutensely inte- 
resting, I took the census of Cayo de Sal, and foii: 
that it contained three niggers, an old dog, and ei^ 
empty spirit bottles, besides no women and childr« 
Crime wjis almost unknown. There was very litt 
field for the cultivation of sin, except that of a negi 
tive character, and therefore the inhabitants were I 
judged to be pure and good, except a darkey with 1 
lofty name of Gabriel Regales, who constituted their 
"drink question." Water for household purposes 
having to be brought to the island in barrels, 1 
kept a cooper there, who was cui-sed with a pat 
for alcohol, and could get through two or three botti 
of spirits daily — when he had the chance. At Bonai 
he was found, a wreck past hope, selling his soul i 
rum, and Mr. Boy^ shipped him off to the salt i 
where there was no one to engage in such a traj 
the spiritual portion of coopers, however immort 
not being recognised as legitimate currency. A yet 
going to the quay was a God-send to Gabriel, i 
generally managed to wheedle 6rom those on 
some of the fluid he loved. 

Next morning at six I turned out, and found i 
" Venus " under way, beating up amongst the ialan^ 
which are mostly small and beautified by vegetationB 
Mosquito Cayo, shown in the illustration, being a fa^ 
type of this class. Looking across the group, thu 
eye here and there rested upon huts in which dwe] 
fishermen, for all the surrounding shoals abound i 
fish. We met several of their boats, and at 
island exchanged for fish. In this district Lent last! 
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the whole year, for it U doubtful if the people ever 
taste any other animal food than that which the sea 
provides. 

At 8 A.M. the thermometer stood at 86°, 
We caught a barracouta, one of the finny tribe pos- 
sessed with a taste for human flesh. The gratification 
of this passion on the part of some of the denizens 
of the deep must be considered as a right which the 




principlf of retaliation accords to them ; and it afi'ords 
another example of the close relations which draw one 
Ijranch of the animal kingdom to the other I All the 
way over the groat shoal its l)ed could be seen shining 
silvery-white beneath tlie clear waves. 



THE LAND OF SO. 



During the morning I was seized with i 
rhyming fit, which resulted in a doggerel dci 
of oui- voyage. Tht captain watched me writing 
and pcrliapa noted my " eye, in a fine frenzy rolling. 
Determining to have the versca well criticised on 
tlicir fii-st apix'm-auce, witli the assistiince of Napo- 
k'oti I supplied the skipper with a big cigar, 
his favourito beverage, whicli made him feci thoi 
oughly comfortable, and put his mind in a condition 
oniineutly conducive to critical acumen. I then read 
my (hIo with as much as possible of what actors call 
luiHini-'Ss, being especially emphatic at certain point 
whei-o there were allusions to him and his little bi 

1 sat dt>wn exhausted, and the captain was enthnsi- 
iiatic in his praises of the poem. 

" Good I " lie exclaimed. " Very good I IVSs-bon 
Murhobuenol Magnifique ! Selirgut!" 

I was satisfied, elated, and happy, but my opinit 
of his critical powers was considerably altered whi 
he afterwnrtU eonfesacd that he had never heard anw 
poetry l)eforo. 

In consequence, even my belief in Taylor's eei 
ship suffered, though for the matter of that I ne" 
tliought tliat captains had much to boast of. Thi 
vocabulary is a very limited one, beiug almost con- 
fined to the words " port," " starboard," " luff," and 
" steady." 

" Luff" does not mean much without an impreca- 
tion tacked on to its tail. " Steady I " One likes to 
hear a captain giving this order to his sailors, and it 
is a pity they do not profit I>v advice so wise and sO' 
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pointedly emphatic ; for although they are constantly 
responding " Ay, ay, sir I " they are proverbially the 
most unsteady men in the world. 

By noon we had beaten up to windward fifteen 
miles, and anchored off El Gran Roque. To transfer 
ourselves and baggage from ship to shore occupied 
only half an hour. In one comer of Mr. Boyd's cabin, 
or hut, a bed was extemporised, and in another a table. 
On the former I spread my rug, and on the latter 
unfolded my chemical testing apparatus. Boyd's 
hospitaHty was unbounded ; he rendered me a most 
important service by placing four men at my disposal 
for the exploration of " the big rock." 

The island of El Gran Roque is only, from east 
to west, about two or two and a half miles, and 
from north to south a quarter to half a mile. It is 
composed of hills, lagoons, and low flat salt-marshes 
covered with marine plants and brack grass {Sporo- 
holus virginicus). Along the beach, at the eastern 
end, there are some mangrove trees. The scrubby 
species of red mangle [Rhizopkora Diangle) which 
grows here is useless as timber, but the bark, rich 
in tannic acid, is stripped for tanning purposes, and 
most of these trees have been denuded. Three hills 
extend three-quarters of the entire length of the 
island on its north side and west end. They arc 
called Lighthouse Hill, Midtlle Hill, and Battery 
Hill, the last from a tradition that a battery was once 
placed there by the bueeaneers or Spanianls. There 
are no vestiges of the legendary cannon said to have 
been stationed iui the hill ; it is more probable that 
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Bome ships of war have availcJ themselvea of t!ia 
excellent shelter the harbour affords to use Battery I 
Hill as a target or practising ground ; certain it is i 
that cannon-balls have been found embedded on the [ 
south side. At its foot, a little above high-water \ 
mark, and close to the sea, is El Poso, the sole avail- j 
able well. No springs of fresh-water are to be found ; 
but in this place the rain-water, after percolating I 
through the overhanging rocks, has found a resting 
place ; in the season of drought it ia almost dried 
up. The water is bad and coloured, but the negroes 
drink it as a beverage, although its action upon white I 
persons is medicinal. Water is generally brought ] 
from Bonaire or La Guayra, but by means of cisterns 1 
the rain-water might be collected ; the latter is the J 
custom most prevalent in many other parts of the ' 
Antilles. 

In the afternoon I took, in order to get a gen- 
eral idea of the most striking characteristics of the 
island, what may be termed a preliminary canter, and 
brought back with me a collection of minerals for 1 
rough testing as to quality. Evidences of the exist- 
ence of phosphates in abundance were to be encoun- 
tered on every side. 

Even this almost desert spot is not without its 
incidents, and Mr, Buy^, who has passed the greater J 
part of his life on the Los Roques, and other neigh- 
bouring islands, has many stories to recount. He ' 
is engaged in erecting a lighthouse for the Venezuelan 
Government, and has to build a certain number of | 
feet in height annually, and for this he receives the 



Chap, xi.] BOYE'S REGISTER OF WRECKS. : 

gross liglithouse dues collected on all ships entering 
tlie port of La Guayra. The summit of Lighthouse 
Hill, on which it ia being erected, is 150 feet above 
sea level. The lighthouse itself will be 50 feet high, 
and should be visible from off all the islands of the 
Los Koques group. 




Having two or three small vessels constantly 
engaged in the salt trade, Boy^ voyages about from 
one island to the other. On one occasion, whilst at 
Cayo Grande, a cotton-laden ship ran on a reef, 
and slie would have pn)ved a total wreek hitd he not 
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helped the captiun to lighten her. Boyd's share of 
the salvage amounted to a considerable sum, but 
thinking by the assistance given in 8a\'ing the vcjwel 
and cargo that he was at the same time helping the J 
merchants of Girdcas and La Guayra, he refrained I 
from enforcing his claim. Naturally enough, his j 
mortification and annoyance were great when he | 
learned that his kindness and consideration were not | 
appreciated. The cargo was fully covered by insur- 
ance, and the price of cotton had fallen I It is pro- | 
bable that the nest ship which runs on shore, for any I 
assistance she will receive from him, will have to stand 1 
on her own bottom. So he threatens ; but his natural | 
unselfishness will lead him to do in the future as he | 
haa done in the past, in spite of ingratitude. 

Many are the lives Mr. Boy^ has saved of those I 
thrown by storm and false currents upon these rocks j 
and reefs. He is, from the number he haa rescued, ( 
and from the unprofitable nature of his efforts, worthy, 
at least, of the medal of the EoyaJ Humane Society. 

When the steamer " Estrella" was lost, he brought I 
away thirty-two passengers and the crow, who had 
passed two days and nights on a sandbank without ] 
water. 

Another of Boyd's anecdotes was about a vessel 
on which he did claim salvage. He had saved the 
greater part of the cargo, consisting, according to the 
captain's statement, of from thirty to forty kegs of 
copper nails. The rescuer agreed to take ^loo for his 
claim. Conceive of his chagrin when he afterwards 
learned at La Guayra that the kegs wcit* full uf Imllion , 
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imd that /'zooo was the amount of his share of the 
salvage. BoytS affirms that his confidence in nail-kegs 
is fejirfully shaken. 

On the chart, these islands are marked dangerous. 
Captains are requested not to go close enough to 
prove the existence of the perilous shoals, but to take 
the fact for granted thitt they are tlieiv. A tratlition 




t-wiir liavinfr 



here tells of an entire fleet of raen-of-v 
ashore on one of tlie reefs. 

At supper BoyiS said we should have some sport. 
He called his negroes, who armed themselves with 
sticks and stai-ted off rat-hunting. Clear moonlight 
favoured thp purnuers, the game heiiig plainly dis- 
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cerniblu on the flats. Whea a rat had been ran 
down, a shout of triumph announced the success. It 
was a discordant sort of music, but in less than half 
an hour the battue ended, and the spoilers returned 
with the fruits of the slaughter, numbering in all forty- 
four dead rats. These rodents were very plentiful on 
El Gran Eoque. They must have originated from 
some ■RTcck, and their multiplication had become so 
excessive, that in walking up and down there was the 
constant danger of treadiug upon them. As the soil 
of the island is thoroughly impregnated with salt, it 
might be very suitable for the cultivation of cocoa-nut 
trees ; but I am afraid the rats would play havoc with 
maize or any other cereal, Mr, Boyd was so harassed 
by them, that he dispensed with the wooden floor of 
his cabin, in order to partially rid himself of the 
nuisance it engendered. They were ferocious to a 
degree, and easily killed eats. Several dogs had been 
poisoned by eating the dead bodies of slaughtered 
rats. The only cupboard secure against their destruc- 
tive intrusions was an iron safe, 

"Thrown from the iitdo sea'& enraged and fotuniug inouth,"^ 

a sad memento of some unfortunate ship wrecked 
upon thi 



* Since ra<f vUit about a do^cn cats have been imported, and this 
formidable army of gritaalkins hfl,8 routed and vanquiahed — even to 
annihilation — the rats, but in their turn liave themselves become a pro- 
lific nuisance, so that now Mr. Bof ^ Is thinking of introducing dogs to 
devour the eitenninating puasies. This liiitory may some day give 
birth to a new nursery rliyme, like that about the old lady nlio hod to 
;^et a fire to bum the stick, and the slick to beat tlie dog, and the dog 
to bit« the pi^-, )«rcire she could get lier porker home. 
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The western part of El Gran Roque, particularly 
Battery Hill, is the most valuable and interesting. 
Here, from on board the " Venus," in the oflSng, I 
had noticed patches of green-coloured rock, strongly 
indicative of extensive mineral deposits, and here 
it was also that phosphates were expected to be 
encountered. To these powerful outcrops may be 
attributed justly the origin of the report of the exist- 
ence of copper on the island. A continuous precipice 
forms the north side of Battery Hill, whilst its south 
side slopes down to the harbour, or bay, at a gently 
inclined angle. It was on the latter declivity that 
I found outcropping phosphates extending over the 
greater part of its surface. 

In regard to the formation, Dr. Ernst says that : 
" The great mass of the island overlies a very dark- 
coloured amphibolite rock. It crops out in many 
places, and is exceedingly hard. On Lighthouse Hill 
I ^loticed its transition into amphibolite slate. This 
amj[>hibolite ground -work is covered by a rock 
iPi^ch/is either a diorite, or what German miner- 
aldgifits call diabase or hyperstheine ; it is of a 
jgre^ish-green colour and very hard, but cuts glass 
very little, "j 

On some of the flats I saw an earthy-looking sub- 
stance which is here called guanOy but being free from 
ammoniacal salts, or any of the striking characteristics 
of Peruvian guano, it seemed valueless. It was poor 
in phosphoric acid, and rich in worthless matter. Its 
existence is probably due to the disintegration of the 
rocks above, containing phosphates of lime, alumina, 
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imd iioD, the decaying vegetation supplying the smaU 
quantity of organic matter it contained. 

Sea-birds abound in the north part on the rockfi 
facing the ocean, but there are only about three 
species — " the bird called aloatras by the Venezuelans 
{Peh'txiHus /useus)y the sirandloper by the Curazao 

j Dutchmen, and a species of mew." Dr. Ernst found 

hero a lively liziml of a breed previously unknown to 

' natundists. Dr. Peters, of Berlin, gave to the reptile 

a name longer and more euphonious than some Chris- 
tians can boast of, i.e., Cncmidophorus nigri-color. 

The riora is somewhat more extensive than the 
fauna, and numWrs al>out twenty-seven species.* 

The next dav I w;\s at work bv fits and starts : the 

• • ' 

heat was tiX> incessiint to jK^rmit of continuous labour. 
At 10.15 A.M. the thermometer stood at Sg"* in the 
shade, by niK>n it had risen to 93^, and at i P.M. to 
05 \ This violent heat is much more dangerous in 
a tropical oiumtry than even a much higher tempera- 
ture ill a more northern latitude, probably owing to 
the fait of the former being usually accomi)anied by 
an excess of inoisture.t It was almost impossil)le to 
iTo out between eleven in the forenoon and three in 
the afternoon, and I had sulfered too much already 
fnnn the excessive tenn>eratmv not to dread courting 
its furv airaiii. 

• List of Plants oWTved iu Los Roques by Dr. A. Ernst, September 
1871. See Appendix B. 

tin some of ilie valleys at the fix>t of the westorn slope of tlie Sierra 
Neva«las of North America, at certain liours, and for days consecutively, 
the author h;u«< seen the thermometer stand at i lO' in the shade, and the 
heat. K'inj; a dry one, wa:* not consideied dangerous or dica^reeable. 
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Boye said, " You may have my men to go with you 
when and where you like ; but I will not accompany 
you on any of your excursions on the rock, except 
in the early morning and the cool of the evening. I 
know too well the danger of exposure, and if you are 
not careftd, the same knowledge will come to you in 
the shape of a sunstroke." 

A thorough examination of the island with sketches 
and plans had to be made, then there was the excava- 
tion work on the deposits for the selection of samples, 
and only three clear days for the accomplishment of 
these tasks. I had, therefore, to make hay while the 
sun shone, but afterwards paid for my temerity. 

In the evening, Boyd got his sloop imder way for 
a sail roimd the island. The difference between the 
south and north sides of El Gran Roque as seen from 
the sea is very striking ; the former, with its sloping 
hills and almost level plain, looked composed and 
tranquil, whilst the latter, with its long jagged cliff 
extending nearly the whole length of the island, and 
culminating in a grand sea-wall of nearly 200 feet 
high at its western extremity, appeared wildly grand 
and terrible. The never-ending wash of surge and 
tide on the northern foot of Battery Hill is slowly but 
surely sapping its foundations, and forming all along 
its lower reaches fantastic caves, which look like so 
many ragged wounds in the side of the giant precipice. 
Around and in them dashes the surf, with its ever- 
angry roar. We noticed what looked like phosphates 
on the face of the bluff, but could not approach near 
enough to determine their existence. For countless 

VOL. I. o 
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ages a ]t(trtion (if this rock b<is beeu the resort of wUil 
sea-fowl, who have so lavialily displayed theii' iuilus- 
try upon the surface, as to prevent in a great measure 
the identification of its geological structure. 

In an odd angle of the isle, at the uorth-castera 
corner, we were favoured with a gi-and sunset. Ill* 




glory that flooded the heavens was beauteous indeed, 
hut, like all tropical sunsets, so evanescent in its 
character as to almost defy description. Whilst we 
were gazing at the new-liom flush in the heavens, it 
had died away. 

The next morning (Wednesday), the heat was loss 
iiitouac, but 1 wiis too unwell to wm-k mufh before 



evening. Lighthouse Hill was, however, earefiilly 
examined, and samples of its minerals obtained. Boy^ 
made me a very serviceable akctch-map of Los Roques, 
showing the principal islands and islets. The com- 
mercial value of the group is not great, for, with the 
exception of EI Gran Roque, the islands appear to be 
destitute of phosphates. They are chiefly composed 
of coral, sand, and aliells, with here and there salt- 
marshos. 

By Thursday, some fifty sacks of minerals had been 
taken from ditfercnt parts of the island, amply suffi- 
cient to afford data for an opinion as to its minera- 
logical character and the commercial value of the 
deposits. [On my arrival in La Guayra, these were 
forwarded to England by the first steamer for more 
cai-efol examination.*] 

On the morning of the day fixed for our departure, 
we had a strong gale, accompanied by copious showers, 
during which the barometer remained provokingly 
steady, making me think the instrument was not of 
much use in this locality — an opinion somewhat modi- 
fied before the day was out. The seventy-two hours 
I piisaed upon the island were the hottest 1 had known 
for a long time. After each excursion or dash into 
the open, I returned with a splitting headache, eased 
only by a copious supply of water poured on my 

* The analysis of furty-tliree sacks of mineral pliosphatca from El 
Gmn ito^ae gave an average of 34.430 per cent of phoephoric ttcid. Tho 
first car>,'o of 400 tnna cipurted from UieBuniepUc«yieUle<i 40 percent. 
Work on the deposit* hni proved how extensive they nre ; though lonia 
troulile hoa been encountered in the chemical treatmeat of the niiueral 
profitably on a Inrge scale. This in owing to the difficulty of separat- 
ing the pliospliaric acid from the alumina and iron with which it is in 
conibiuatiou. 



head, and by frequent doses of brandy — external also. 
Nevertheless, I am told that the climate i« dry and 
healthy, and there are only two months in tlie year of 
really exceesive heat. 

There was much commotion in the camp as the 
hour of our departure drew nigh ; we were to sail in 
the afternoon. Not without some reluctance were the 
necessary preparations made for our embarkation, for 
I had formed a sort of fondness for the place, due 
greatly to the attention of our host, and I would 
gladly have prolonged my stay for another week had 
it been possible. Boy^ determined to accompany the 
"Venus "in his sloop, and challenged us to a race, 
but she was so loaded down with the cargo he was 
taking to Cayo Grande, that I though he hiwl little 
cliance against our more lightly -ballasted schooner. 
With his negroes, goats, and water-barrels, he looked 
like a veritable Eobinson Crusoe removiiig. 

We started together, but he soon fell to the rear, 
dipped his ensign, and returned back, whilst wo 
pursued our soHtary course. At 4 P.M., with a tem- 
perature of 87°, and the sun perfectly obscured, a pro- 
found calm, the presage of a storm, stole suddenly upon 
us ; the barometer dropped, and with it our spirits, for 
we were in an ugly place. Lightning, thunder, rain, 
and strong gusts of wind followed each other faster and 
faster, and 'twixt the green aea and the azure vault 
was now " set roaring war." We were hemmed in 
by islands, reefs, rocks, and shoals, and really knew 
not where we were. The shadows fell so quickly upon 
us that, like Ajax, my prayer was for light. Loud 
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above the storm came peals of the skipper's polyglot 
curses as he wildly stalked the deck. With Gonzalo 
I might have said, " Now would I give a thousand 
furlongs of sea for an acre of barren ground— The 
wills above be done I but I would fain die a dry 
death." During the storm I glanced at my barometer 
and saw that it was gradually rising, and, on the 
strength of this favourable change, I promised the 
captain a fine evening if he would only keep afloat 
until nine o'clock. The wish was father to the 
thought. These little schooners never carry sextants, 
quadrants, or barometers. They have only a compass, 
which is generally two or three points from being 
correct. As if in honour of my prophetic foresight, 
at nine o'clock the lovely tropical moon shone forth, 
the clouds vanished, and we found ourselves along- 
side a cxiyo with a coral reef on which we were drift- 
ing, and we could hear 

" The sound of the trampling surf 
On the rocks and the hard sea-sand. '^ 

It was touching to see how tenderly the captain 
fingered my Uttle aneroid after that night. His 
Dutch blasphemy in the storm did not shock my 
moral sense as it would have done had it been 
English. Assuredly it was " a mast-high miracle ; " 
though the seas threatened they were merciful, he 
had cursed them without cause. 

Next morning we were under weigh very early, 
and at seven put into a little nook called Good 
Haven Key, where we bartered for fish, money not 
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WiniT essential We gave provisions for shells and 
tether native curiosities ; the people of these islands 
decline to take Wads, broken glass, or Bnumnagem 
idols in exchange for their produce. Our course 
now lay for Boye s salt island ; his sloop we saw far 
awjiv to the e;xst, cominir over the great shoal. We 
did ;J1 jx^ssiWe to beat him into port, but failed; 
and notwithstamling his turning back for the night 
to El Gran Ro^pe, thanks to the shallow draught of 
his cr.ift, he won the race. 

In the course of the morning we saw skimming 
along the water what apjx\ired at a distance to be a 
ven- long fish — at least 20 feet. The captain said it 
was the sea-serjvnt I 1 had never seen it before, and 
of course Wlieved his statement implicitly, feeling 
as much entitled to behold this mvsterious child of 
mother oceim as auv other man ! 

We took ou board at Cavo de Sal several turtles. 
They are sometimes caught there iu a very curious 
manner. Ou a dear mooulight night, a boat is 
manned and pulled over the gi-eat shoal, in places 
considered likelv. The water is so clear, and tha 
bottom so white, that the dark body of the turtle 
is easily seen. When one is noticed it is chased 
until tired, and forced, from exhaustion, to rise to 
the surface and breathe, when ciipture becomes easy. 

On Saturday we anchored at La Guayra. 



CHAPTER XII. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION — CURRENCY — WORKING CLASSES. 

" Were half tlie power that fills the world with terror ; 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts, 
Given to redeem the human mind from error, 
There were no need for arsenals and forts.'' 

— Longfellow. 

After recovery from a species of sunstroke, brought 
on by exposure at El Gran Roque, my usual style 
of living at Cardcas was resumed. There was plenty 
of pleasure, but few of its exciting incidents will 
bear chronicling. The civil war still dragged along, 
though in the capital we had to content ourselves 
with flying rumours, and such intelligence as was 
supplied by the daily newspapers. Meanwhile, the 
Government was not unmindful of the necessities of 
peace. 

At the end of August, to obviate the inconveniences 
arising from the mongrel currency of the Republic, a 
decree was passed for the establishment of a mint in 
Ciudad-Bolivar. There was no national coinage in 
Venezuela, except that of some small copper pieces, 
and in consequence the currency was of a very mixed 
character ; the moneys of Great Britain, France, Spain, 
Colombia, Peru, Chili, Mexico, the Argentine Republic, 
Bolivia, Brazil, the United States. Germany, Italy, 
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Donmairk, and Holland circulated, and were all legal 
tender. Fancy, then, the difficulty of getting change 
for u sovereign ! The natives of this countiy ought 
ti> have been well educated, for some of their com- 
monest eommercial transactions were accompanied by 
surithmetieal difficulties enough to puzzle an English- 
man, and to drive a Frenchman accustomed to metrical 
simjilieity to despair. Here is a statement of the con- 
stituent elements of the change for one pound sterling, 
equivalent to 5.200 venezoktnos 6 faeries (hard dollars), 
and it is by no means the worst case that might be 
jnvaented : — 



I Spanish hanl dollar 

I English shilling 

I Brazilian piece of 640 Beis, called a " Patacon ' 

I Twenty-five cent piece of the United States 

1853 . . . 
I English sixpenny piece . 
I United States shilling . 
I Oranailian dollar . 
1 Half a hard Spanish dollar 
I (Herman Vereinsthaler , 
I Peseta Columnaria (Spanish) 
I English threepenny piece 
5 Venezuelan copper coins 
I Peseta Sevillana (Spanish) 
I English halfpenny (-^ay) . 
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$1,075 
.250 

•725 



.270 

•095 
.800 

•537 

•750 
.250 

.062 

.050 

.200 

.011 



¥5.200 



The bother of reckoning the change was too much ; 
the weight was my chief reliance, and expertness 
sufficient to arrive within a sixpence of what was 
in my hand followed the adoption of this plan. 

Towards the middle of S(»i)teml)er, Canlcas Wiis 
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THE U. S. MINISTER. 



visited by a tempest greater in intensity than had 
been known for years. It commenced about five 
o'clock in the evening, and lasted three hours ; thun- 
der and wind, accompanied by a violent fall of rain, 
speedily converted the streets into flowing torrents, 
which overturned all that came in their way. The 
quantity of rain that fell wiia registered by the plu- 
viameter as 2.834 inches, the greater part falling 
during the first hour. The damage done in the town 
amounted to $50,000. The floor of my rooms was a 
foot deep under water, but no loss ensued to me in- 
tlividually, though it cost my landlady new carpets. 

The end of the month saw quite a flutter in the 
society of the capital, consequent upon the arrival of 
the new United States Minister. The Hon. W. A. 
Pile " hailed " from the " Far West," and had seen 
much rough service in the civil war. At the beginning 
of the strife between North and South he enlisted as 
a volunteer under the Union Hag, fought with Lyon 
and Halleck, and remained in active service until the 
conclusion of the war, when he had obtained the 
gi-ade of major-general. After some experience in 
Congress, he was appointed Govenior of New Mexico, 
but was recalled to be sent out to Venezuela, there to 
represent the majesty of the North American nation. 
I found him to be a shrewd, sensible man, though he 
did not seem " to take " with the natives. He pushed 
republican simplicity to the extent of coming on cer- 
tain occasions to the dining table at the hotel destitute 
of waistcoat, collar, or necktie ; the Venezuelans, who 
are proverbially decorous, looked bonified. 
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L*»jIl Rami:- a Piirz n.L^ 3*>mtr urenohant remarks on 
:iie iipt-^niar* -^^ELr lor bv :iie - M«>iel Repablie :" 

-* I^ a X ni£C ^:nac vhiLe Eorope. sciaaeti si is » fiir bejoiid 
oiir jwn hemispoep*. has il^ay? iens hi? 9977 ^^i^df mot to lepve- 
Knc tLs izL oie Snxch. Amt^riian Scases^ and to explore asd 
ricoK; ro>a evgy^hfnrx Tromii ksf^win^ diis coantzj, America 
jvrr izrjtUtfiux^ ruL» aem flt'B*? j» t« bm broken-down and 
qiam^i^jme r^jIirdtziuLi. wiL<>« urcoriizig co tlie statemeDts of 
iome of :±i^ u*ai::Tij r4;rj>iziali of this coantrr, are afasoIiitelT 
mconip«^c«ii: t<> lill ^eir ptjsc wrJi credit to the nation thej 
repreaen:. To mj own persocjl Icnowitidge I can testify as to 
trie cla» of mea sec^ adc-a^ to VcnezaelA, one of whom had pie- 
Ti^oftlj been master of a uizg-b«>ata on ihe Orinoco and Ajpare rivers;, 
bat throagh political indaence at home was snddenlj enabled to 
emerge from that obecure thoo^ honourable calling to that of a 
diplomatic fnnctionarr, althoazh it is bat f;iir to state that his 
social status in that coontrr was in no wise improred by his change 
of Tocadon. When his term of office expired, with the change of 
administration at headquarters, he was duly replaced bj another, 
whose conduct was so disgraceful that his countrymen resident 
in the Republic petitione«i the Government at home to remove 
him forthwith, which was granteil, but only to replace him by 
another — since deceased — who, I am informed, was the only 
drunken man seen in the streets of the capital." * 

Some days after my return to Cardcas, I called upon 
the President, who had been ill, but was then lookinor 
much l)etter. He asked my opinion of the islands. 

In reply, I told him that my examination of the 
liOH Roques group had established the fact of the 
(jxistcjnce of phosphates on one of them, and, in con- 
H(j(jU(jnce, I was fully prepared to make a definite 
|)n)|K)Hition for a lease or concession. 

\\{\ then inforaicd me that he was obliged to put 

" Truvoh and Adtunfurca in South and Cmtral America. Bv Don 
Uuimn Vixr/.. 
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in force the decree forming the islands into a terri- 
tory, and to have them thoroughly examined by a 
scientific commission.* The interests of the country 
demanded that they should not be disposed of before 
their value had been clearly ascertained. The expe- 
dition would set forth in a few days, and when he 
had received its report he would be prepared to act. 

After some further conversation, he said : " Patience 
is a quality I have always admired in Englishmen ; 
they know how to labour and to wait, and I trust you 
will therefore exert the national virtue." 

" Those who begin by having patience," I answered, 
" often lose it. I came to Venezuela without possess- 
ing any, but am rapidly acquiring a stock." 

The President, to show that there was no cause for 
despair on my part, promised to have the Barcelona 
concession completed at once. 

On asking him if I should leave the Republic, he 
replied : " No I Consider the Barcelona grant as an 
evidence that we are willing to do what we can in 
your favour when the time comes." 

This interview was encouraging, and satisfied me 
that I should secure the desired concession of the 
islands by a prolonged stay in the Republic. 

In October, the first primary school was opened, 
under the regulations of the law which had decreed 
national and compulsory education. The new school 
was in the Calle de Comercio. The saloon was a 
large parallelogram with two broad doors opening on 

* Appendix M. is a translation of the decree forming the islands of 
the Republic of Venezuela into the territory of Colon. 
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t ho ."^itiN'ot, A portrait of the President in oils adoiiMd 
tlio Tart host oud of the room, whilst banner? of 
^hlVrh^ht uatiiUis wrrr HUHpended between pictures <^ 
(ho alphahot ; niul, as if to show that Venezuela was 
h*»\v i^^Holvod ttk j(o a-h(»a(l, the letter L was typified 
\\\ a loroiuotivol Tho oiK'niiig proceedings included 
npoo^'hoM l\v lh\ M. J. Saiiavria, Seiior A. L. GnznuuL. 
ah^lolhorn; aOor whirh Dr. Domingo Quintero, the 
\\\^K\\\ ol' I ho Hiuivh ill Venezuela, consecrated the 
\\k\\'\\ hv .*tprinkliuj«[ holy-water upon it. This eere- 
»u\»hN.t\» rn»tos(ant iih»aH, ha*s often a trace of the 
iuhr\»h»\if*» l»\it it was porforiiunl in a very impressive 
inauuor. foUowoil hv niilitarv music, and a succession 
\\{ liioworkfi in (ho stroot ; which rejoicings further 
lorthliod that all woiv jt>iniiijj in odebrating the new 
oia ilawuiuft \ipou tho poo|>lo of the Republic. 
l^lh^n^uM^ i?i tin* slrouo'hohl of tyranny, and an 
otiuoutoil population will not roadily fall a i)rey either 
lo ananhv or oli^arohv. I hoartily ioiued in the 
wish thai iho yoinii»' plant on which the venerable 
priest had jnsi sraltcrcd kujukx hvmUta might grow 
into a j^otully trcc» hearing all the fruits and flowers 
t»f (»nr iu(»rc northern civilization. By an almost 
nnivcrsal inovcinent, the meeting seemed ready to 
thn>w itself at the feet of its reverend pastor. 

In tin* sanu' month, when dining with Mr. Middle- 
ton, 1 met (\iptain Howard and some of the officers 
of H.M.S. ** Racoon." It was a pleasure to see with 
what zest they entered into the life of the capital 
durinii: the few days of their stay. It became my 
duty to introduce the mariners to some of the places 
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of interest ; although the scenery was very fine, they 
appeared to take more interest in the beauties visible 
at the concnrrejida on the Plaza. My position was 
somewhat embarrassing, for, after introducing them 
to several of the belles, I had to act as interpreter ; 
but as this was slow work for all concerned, I advised 
them to address the ladies in all the languages they 
knew anything of till they found means of communi- 
cation more expeditious than that of a medium. 

The following morning, after Captain Howard aud 
his officers had breakfasted with me, we mounted 
mules and took the old Dos Aguadas road to La 
Guayra, a simple mountain path, at its summit about 
60CXD feet above sea level. The cavalcade attracted 
no little attention ; the peculiar horsemanship of some 
of the equestrians, the display of unbridled hilarity by 
others, and the tout ensemhle of all the navigators in 
their grotesque English-fashioned tropical costumes, 
intended for ease aud not for elegance, united to form 
an exhibition of such a character as was seldom wit- 
nessed in the streets of Car4cas. 

The way was rough and disagreeable ; in places the 
track was obliterated from the effeets of mountain 
torrents, and it was a difficult matter, when the course 
led down steep gullies, to keep from slipping ofl' over 
the heads of the mules. Nevertheless, in the changing 
scenery and profusion of woodland, there was ample 
compensation for the drawbacks that had to be endured. 

One of the duties incuml)ent on a traveller in 
Venezuela is to jHTform this journey over the coast 
nnigc, at least once during his residence ; mauy, 
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however, prefer to take this shorter route, thougli 
only a bridle-path, to La Gua}Ta, instead of tLe 
usual carriage road. Near the summit there were 
many habitations, .and uot a few conucos, with land 
cultivated on a small scale around each of them. On 
the north side, trees seemingly pUed upon trees, and 
rocks above rocks, covered with verdant Ufe, formed 
together solid walls of vegetation. From some of 
the branches drooped down the wonderfully graceful 
vejuga or natural rope, whilst others were loaded 
with hunches and clusters of lovely orchidaceous para- 
sites, so rare and beautiful, that an English bota 
would glatlly have risked his neck to possess them. 

Towards the end of the month I gave a dinner, i 
which many members of the diplomatic corps wei 
present. It was followed by an exhiljition of i 
collection of drawings of Venezuelan scenery, 
decoration of the room was a novelty there at le; 
for it was Uterally turned into a conservatory, : 
with plants which were covered with bloom. 

Several curious stories were related of a fon 
English Minister, the Hon. Mr. B — 
kindly heart but somewhat eccentrit 
One was concerning a chronic feud which he had wit^ 
General M , who at leugth challenged him t-o a duel 

" 1 shall decline," said the Hon. Mr. B , " fqi 

I sliould be sure to kill him, and existence in Venej 
zuela would be unendurable without his enmity, whid 
is the only thing there is here to give a zest to life." 

Another tniit of his character was kindness toj 
animals. lie could not beiir to witness the sufferinei 
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of dumb creatures, and it became a favourite device 
with those who wanted to get rid of a poor old donkey 
to commence maltreating it when he was within sight. 
The Minister s collection of asses was a very extensive 
one, though none of them would have taken a prize 
at an agricultural show. 

One of the subjects of conversation was the slanders 
circulated respecting Venezuela abroad. Europeans go 
to Caracas, and send word to their wives and families 
that there are " tigers running about the streets, boa 
constrictors to be seen in every house I and deadly 
rattlesnakes frequently found coiled up in the beds I " 
when the truth is that the foreigners themselves (some- 
times of the Corps Diplomatique) have not been in- 
vulnerable to the seductive graces of the Cardcanian 
ladies I 

Captain C was describing the mode of life 

upon a wreck. To have lived on it twenty-three days 
he esteemed a great feat. " This is nothing," said a 
well-known hon vivant of the capital, who had ruined 
himself by good fellowship ; " I have been living for 
these ten years upon the wreck of myself I " 

The lower orders of Venezuela are noted for their 
honesty. The following stories in proof of this were 
told the same evening : — 

Though it was well-known in Cardcas that a sum of 
|6o,cxx) was coming up by coach from La Guajnra, its 
only escort was the agent of the house to whom it had 
been consigned. The following day twenty-five quin- 
tales of gunpowder were brought into the capital by the 
same route, but they required a guard of fifty soldiers I 
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A Mexican, who came to La Guayra with som 
twenty to tliirty thousand dollars in bullion, bu5tle( 
off, full of impoitaniw, to seek the governor of tlw 
port, in oi-der to obtain a " conducta." The govemoi 
thought he ought to have brought his " behaviour * 
with him, but the monied man explained that h« 
wanted a military convoy to ensure the safe delivery 
of his trejiaure in Caricaa. " Why, how many nullionf 
have you brought ? " asked the official. On learuiug 
that it was not more than $30,000, he lifted his hand 
and beckoned. The guard to preserve the monuj 
from the brigands appeared in the shape of an old 
negro and a couple of aged donkeys, who traversed 
tlie solitary mountain-path in the night, and lodged il 
safely at the posada early in the following morning. 

Another anecdote, exemplifying the same admirabli 
trait, relates to an event which happened at th( 
famous copper mines of Aroa. The silver for tin 
wages of the labourers was brought in boxes on th« 
backs of donkeys. A driver, on one occasion, wm 
minus one of his asses, and, still more important, oi 
two of the boxes of specie also. He was accused oi 
robbery, but protested his innocence, and several 
years later it was clearly established. One of tli« 
peones of the mines stumbled across the bleaching 
bones of the errant donkey. Near them lay tha 
lioxea of coin, which he immediately took to the 
superintendent, in place of keeping them as a piect 
of good fortune intended for himself 1 

The working people are light-hearted, sober, and 
industrious, fund of employing their leisure in dancing 
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■■and music, and of the latter they are passionately 
■' fond ; they crowd to the opera, and after the perform- 
vance of a new piece, they can generally play from 
*' memory a good deal of it upon their native instru- 
'^■. ments, and that too with tolerable accuracy, 
i The ist of November was the Feast of the Dead. 
> . There were processions through the streets, principally 
i along the Calle de Carabobo, and twenty thousand 
1 persons are estimated to have taken part in this 
festival. A string of carriages, horsemen, and pedes- 
trians wound through the town all afternoon. The 
cemetery called Los Hijos de Dios (The Sons of God), 
lying north of the capital on an elevated plateau of 
the foot hills of the coast range, was gaily decorated. 
Garlands and crowns of flowers gave it a brilliant 
appearance, little in consonance with the sorrowful 
associations commonly attached to the last resting- 
place of mortality. Although not the universal, the 
chief method of sepulture in Venezuela is one quite 
unknown in England. The bodies are not, so to 
speak, buried, but remain above ground. Around the 
inside of the high cemetery walls are built narrow 
arched niches, each large enough to hold a coflfin, and 
at right angles with the wall these range one above the 
other in tiers, like shelves or pigeon-holes. When the 
last tenement of humanity has been placed in one of 
the cavities, the entrance is closed up with a memo- 
rial tablet, or other monumental device. Among the 
crowds threading their way between the tombs, 
c)rpresses, and broken columns, there were some 
whose eyes were wet with tears for their lost loved 

VOL. I. p 
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on^rt, bat many were wniBiig with pleasme and gi 



humour, and the most perfect dccotum pvevaiki 
Thi:re bi an elevating grandeur and puelty in tlie eon- 
f.-cption of the Fiata de hs Jfuerto^ mhxh ^ppetl to 
the )if:Ht feelings of our nature. As we lay tlie uaiMr- 
telles u{K>n the tombs of those who have gicme what 
the wieked cease from troubling, and the weaiy are at 
reflt, the love we symbolise might teach oa concord 
and chanty in our relations with thoee wiio are left 
behind. 

A Ht range fashion obtains in obituary notices d 
giving the name of the medical man who attended 
the deceased. The equivocal phrase stating the &ct 
limy Ui exemplified by the following : — " Dia 7. 
(*ANDELARIA. — Nicolasa Arrechedera, adnlta, conges- 
tion (riTi'bnd. Asistida per el Dr. F. Soto. Murii 
dr clrnto veintiocho afios (128)." * Surely at the ripe 
air*- of i2tS vciirs the old ladv would not need mucl 
*• nssistiiiifr " in Ifavinjr a world of which she must 
liavr Imm'Ii hrartilv tirrd. 

' Ln Opinion yacxMud, N(;v. 8, 1871. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



EXCURSION TO THE VALLEYS OF THE TUY. 



PART I. 

DISTRICT OF CHARALLAVE. 

" Out on the city's hum ! 
My spirit would ilee from the haunts of men. 
To where the woodland and leafy glen 
Are eloquently dumb." 

— WiNSLOW. 

At the end of November I made a visit to the 
valleys of the Tuy. This excursion had been long 
planned, but from various causes continually deferred. 
In June of the same year, having decided to leave 
Cardxjas for that district, I sent my servant for a 
passport, but he found all the public offices closed, as 
it was the Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul. Considering 
how much Christianity is indebted to these valiant 
soldiers of the cross, it appears somewhat ungrateful 
to divide a fiesta between them, whilst many an 
inferior, second, or even third-rate saint has a day all 
to himself. However, as they did not comphun, it 
may be assumed that all persons interested were 
satisfied with the arrangement. 

At length, five months later, the long anticipated 
morning dawned when we were to set out on our 
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excursion to the interior. We were to start betimes, 
and accordingly Lisboa, an early riser, who was to 
make one of the party, roused me from peaceful 
slumber at four. Mounted on hia own horse, and I 
on a stiff fat little mule (lent for the trip by Senor 
Emilio Yauea, who h;ul it brought for the purpose 
from one of his estates in tlie Mariches Coffee Dis- 
trict), we proceeded to the house of Mr. Leseiu* to 
pick him up, and then commenced our journey. 

The native traveller to the interior, in the matter 
of provisions, usually takes with him a stock of queso 
de manos (band-made cheese), Indian com cakes. 
aguardiente and papelon — a sort of crude coarse 
brown sugar, formed into cones hard and portable, and 
in quality closely akin to that made fr'om the juice 
of the maple tree. We added some other itema, but 
these are considered sufficiently life-sustaining, and 
are luxurious when contrasted with the Spartan store 
of dried apples carried by the Calitbmian on a long 
journey. When he rises from his blanket in the 
morning, he makes a plentiful Itreakfast of dried 
apples : he journeys on until mid-day, and, at some 
running strcivm, takes an extensive luncheon of water ; 
by evening the action of this in expanding the fruit 
provides him without further cost or trouiilc with a 
dinner. 

The eai'Iy morning was cool and cloudy, and the 
sun, which waa expected over the eastern hills of 
Barlovento, failed to appear. It was not until some 
time after that we had an opportunity of watching his 
rise, an event more WTittcn about in prose and vlts* 



than known by actual experience. This may seem 
an odd statement to make, but certainly the sight of 
a sunrise, from its rarity, forms an epoch in the lives 
of many men. 

We soon forded the river Guaire, over which 
there is a wooden bridge for pedestrians, and passed 
through tlie Cortado de Rineon into the little plain 
iK'tween the two ridges of hills which separate Cara- 
cas from El Valle. Here we met, on its way to the 
capital, a long string of loaded donkeys — a Venezuelan 
goods' traift in motion — ciirrjnng charcoal, firewood, 
sugar, sugar-cane, agtiardiente, poles, cotton, coffee, 
fowls, pigs, 4c., and attended by hardy harrieros 
with the unfailing machete in their hands, and the 
inevitable cigarro in their mouths. Leaving the 
large sugar estate of Espino on our left, we changed 
our course towards the south-west, and soon entered 
the straggHng village of El Valle, once famous for its 
pleasure lake, where the good folk of Caracas came 
on boating excursions, but now, from overgrowth of 
vegetation, in great disorder, and furnishing another 
evidence of the disastrous effects of civil war. 

At the Cuartel our passports were examined and 
visdd. Most of the official buildings of its character 
are under saintly patronage, and an inscription on a 
hoard against its wall read — 

'' Palrona de esla c&sa 
Nueitm Sftiora del Soecora." 

Whether "Our Lady of Succour" ever visited her 
house we did not learn. The conversation of soldiers 
would scarcelv have yielded her much edification if 
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she had. They were himgry-looking, free-spoken, 
good-hearted fellows of mixed origin, who did i 
object to receive a slight memento of our visit. 

We now passed down between lines of sugiff 
plantations. One on the left, the property of Senor 
Carlos Madriz, was the scene of an important event 
in Venezuelan history. Coehe is considered to be one 
of the finest sugar plantations in the country, and it 
was here that, on the 22d of May 1863, General Paez 
abdicated in favour of Falcon, by which act jxiwer 
passed from the Blue to the Yellow party. At length 
we arrived at the little valley of Turmerito, where 
there was a very respectable inn, and proceeded on- 
wards to the defile in the mountains leading to the 
Tuy. The ascent now began, and we passed Leehoso, 
a sugar estate 175 feet above Cardeaa. At Suljera 
there was a crowd of people round a stretcher, on 
which lay a poor fellow whose arm had been shat- 
tered whilst blasting for the new road. Peace haa 
her victories no less than war, and they are not 
always unattended by lists of killed iind wounded. 

Some distance up the caiion was a place bear- 
ing two names, and called indiscriminately Catnpo 
Ahgre (Jolly Camp), and Gato AnmriUo (Yellow- 
Cat). Whether it was the yellow cat which made 
the camp gay, or the gay camp that made the cat 
yellow with debauchery, or what possible connection 
could exist between two such dissimilar appellations, 
it was impossible to imagine. Certainly the yellow 
cat had shown good taste in the selection of a place of 
abode, for the village was a pretty little settlement. 



as the " Pozo de los Pajaros " (Well of the '. 
which is remarkable for its loveliness and singularity; 
The water falls over a great, broad, umbrella-shap 
mass of white limestone, under which the birds 1 
built their nests, and may be seen flitting al 
amidst the spray of the falling water. We ^ 
told of a still more lovely miniature cataract of th: 
description on the same stream, nearer its source, bun 
had not time to visit it. 

The road to the Bridge of Falcon was the work < 
the Yellow party, from thence to Guayabo it wai 
constructed by the Blues, the remaining part 
ChaiuUave being completed by the Yellows, who i 
thus its alpha and omega. The first stage coach 1 
gone down this carriage road to the south a fortnighfl 
earlier, and passed rejoicing to the valleys of the 1 

The name of the river changed with almost evei 
village. One struck us as being sonorous ; but it ■( 
impossible to ascertain whether its origin was Spai 
or Indian, and as it combined the two qualities ao m 
esteemed in this world of sounding wtdl and meanii 
nothing, we continued to speak of the river up to i 
source by the euphonious and mysterious name i 
Tucusin2}on.* After the picturesque village of Tuci 
siapon came La Calera, where there was a small 1 
burning establishment ; and then the road, keepiuj 
alongside of the river, continued to ascend until i 
reached the Cortado de Guayabo, its highest poind 
1 137 feet above Cartas, and 4250 feet above 
level of the sea. 

• CutuciBpoii is iimitUer name givuu to this river. 
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The Vuelta de Macariaao, on which ia Seflor Carlos 
Lovera's coffee plantatiou of Guayabo, sloped away to 
our left, whilst on our right, hill after hill, in undulat- 
ing succession, stretched out until in the fiir distance 
they joined the Tuy valley, bounded ou the horiion 
by higher rangca separating it from the llanos. The 
road now commenced to descend to Charallave, wind- 
ing around and through the estate of Lovera, until it 
became lost to sight in the mountains. ITie house of 
this gentleman, at which we had alighted, stands on 
a hill-side, surrounded by tall trees, whose foliage 
afforded a most welcome shade (ift«r the sun-exposed 
ride of the morning. Seflor Lovera was a Spanianl 
who had resided long in the Republic, and, by personal 
attention to the management of his estate, had pros- 
)>ered in spite of the war. 

The long jog-trot journey had given us that degree 
of fatigue and hunger which is said to be the best sauce 
for food, but people with less craving than we would 
have been tempted by the rich and ample fare pro- 
vided by our benign host. The pUce de resistance 
was the national dish of the Repulilie — San cocho de 
gallina.* What the haggis is to the Scotchman, what 
potatoes are to the Irishman, what roast beef is to the 
EngUalmian, that, and much more, is this soup or 
broth to the Venezuelan I Saint Cocho is the most 
popular saint In the calendar, and if the distribution 
of Jiestas depended upon a plihiscite, they would all 
Im! assigned to him. Of all the saints who Jostle 

* Tlie nnine coium from tlie verlj toifochrr, lo c«)k Hnvtliing kIriosI 
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*:iif'\i (jl\i^x aUiUt in the Bepublie, he is the one to 
whom most of my attention was paid, and my devo- 
tion.s were always rewarded. If any enterprising 
fjoumuind chooses to experiment upon this dish, he 
will find in the following a qualitative analysis of its 
com[KiHition, and as some of the ingredients are not 
well known in this country, the Latin equivalents 
have been added : — 

(jaUiua. 

5iame {Dueorea alata). 

Apio de Rsi)ana {A-pium gravtoleni). 

Yuca (Yatropha manihot). 

AlverjaB (Lathf/ruA sativus). 

Aiiyama {Cucurbita maxima), 

Tomates (Solanum lieopersicum), 

Oiioto (Bixa orellana), 

Or6;^ano (OrUjanum majoranoides). 

T\u\ V^iolta <lc Macarisao is about nine miles long 
aii<l t lir(M5 wide, and has upon it 500,000 coffee trees, 
yoUMf^ and old, in about twenty plantations, leased to 
various in<livi(hials but all owned bv Senor Loveni. 
The hacienda of Cjiiiayabo, the largest of these, and 
inana;j[e(l l>y the proprietor himself, contains 120,000 
fruit-bearing trees, and he estimated the then existing 
erop <)f eolfee at lOOO (|uintales. 

A<'eonipanied by our worthy host, we left his 
int('n\sting hacienda, and, proceeding on our way 
tlirough a rough and hilly country abounding in 
pleasing hnidscaju^s, in two houi*s reached the Cortado 
de Totunio, from wlience we obtained our fii'st full 
view into thi* ufrand valK'V of the Tuv. It lav l>eforo 
us in all its lu^aulv. tlu' everlastinir hills rising: from 
it in an endless suiH'essi^ui o{ varviuix ]>eaks and 




Chap, xii!.] A SLEEPY TOWN. 235 

declivities, whilst at their feet the peaceful vales 
sloped away in all direntiona tUl they finally dis- 
appeared in the river Tuy. Another hour and a 
half brought us to Bigote, a little village of not 
more than fifty inhahitants, where there is very fine 
pasturage in the season, when the gamelote grass 
grows to the height of seven feet. After passing 
several coft'ee plantations, we came at sun-down to 
the town of Charallave. 

It was one of those towns which cannot make up 
their minds to accept frankly the spirit of the age. 
An old-world air seemed to cling to it, and the eye 
sought in vain for evidences of progress and modem 
comfort. The place consisted of about a hundred 
miserably-built houses, holding a thousand unfortu- 
nate individuals. Charallave is rather warm, and not 
very healthy, the water being of a bad quality. At 
the posada all we could get for supper were beans, 
beans, beans I — and these lukewarm. 

The next morning we devoted to a reconnoitre of 
the town and its vicinity. The large coffee planta- 
tion of Monte Verde, that had been abandoned, was 
the first object which presented itself. Formerly 
it produced about 1500 quintuJea of coffee yearly, 
but now yields none, although the land could not bo 
more suitable for the staple. A small portion of the 
estate was, however, in a state of good cultivation. 
It was farmed by Joa^ Antonio Bug, not of tlie 
"Norfolk-Howard" branch, but a German, who had 
planted it with vegetables, wherowith he helped to 
supply hLs neighbours and the market at Cardcas. 
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He had also fruit trees in abundance, principally 
oranges, and his experiments in tobacco culture bad 
not failed. He showed me some of the tobacco, 
grown from Habana seed. Regular importationj 
this seed have to be made, as the plant does J 
possess sufficient stamina for successful prop 
Another plantation exhibited most of the fauld 
bad farming : the shade was too thick, the 
not thoroughly cleared of weeds, and the gena 
treatment of the coffee berry conducted in a some- 
what slovenly way. Steam-power was employed in 
preparing the berry for market, but not to the greatest 
advantage, it being only used for a small portion of 
the work instead of performing the greater pan 
thereof; in fact, very little appeared to have been 
done scientifically, and the estate, instead of pro- 
ducing only 400 quintales, might easily have been 
made to produce three times that quantity. 

The new carriage-way, although in places rather 
narrow, was a very good one, and made travelling 
in this district a pleasure. The journey ciin now 
l)e accomplished over a well-constructed, easy-graded 
road, instead of as formerly by steep, rough country 
trails, over hill and dale. This should have some 
effect in improving Charallave, aa it stands on the 
main route to Cartas, and cannot remain witi^ 
good carriage-road through it in a hel] 
nolent condition. There were thirteen coffee estat^ 
in this district, producing in the aggregate only 2460 
quintales of coffee. There were also two properti es 
producing a trifling qiiantity of papclon. 
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After lounging about all morning, we mounted 
and proceeded towards Cua, the chief city of the 
plain, which, with Charallave and Oeumare, form 
a triangle. It was pi-opoaed to carry on the new road 
to the former place, as it had become the mercantile 
centre of the greater part of the Tuy, although, prac- 
tically considered, Oeumare would have proved of the 
two the moBt eligible site, from its advantageous 
position in the heart of the valley, and on the direct 
line of travel to the llano country. 

Mr. Leseur was one of the Junta de Caminos, or 
Committee of Roads; and the road engineer, who 
had joined us at Guayabo, now submitted a plan 
of the intended route for his approval. On our 
way we met many of the peasantrj-, amongst whom 
much excitement was caused by the appearance of 
Lovcra's carriage, which had accompanied us to the 
terminus of the road. The novel spectacle was greeted 
with smiles of pleasure as a good omen for the future. 
The vehicle had an historical interest in the district, 
having been the first driven along the new road. 
The present occasion was its second visit. 

Wc were now in the gi-and valley of the Tuy, which 
extends fixim east to west for about fifty miles, 
and varies in width from two to ten miles. It lies 
in wave-like tracts of land, here and there forming 
water-courses that feed the river. The greater part 
of the surface was covered with tall gamelotc gi-asa, 
at that season of the year dry and coarse. Tlu- 
.slightly elevated Huts and slopes were dotted with 
couitcos — little fHniis where the peasantry i-ultivated 



ezcursiou to the iutorior. We were to start betimes, 
and accordingly Lisboa, an early riser, who was ' 
make one of tlie party, roused me from pei 
slumber at four. Mounted on his own horse, and J 
on a stiff fat little mule {lent for the trip by Seft 
Emdio Yanes, who had it brought for the pui 
from one of his eatatcs in the Mariehes Coffee ] 
trict), we proceeded to the house of Mr. Leseur 1 
pick him up, and then commenced our journey. 

The native traveller to the interior, in the mati 
of provisions, usually takes with him a stock of q 
de jnanos (hand-made cheese), Indian com cakm 
aguardiente and papelon — a sort of crude coaj 
brown sugar, formed into cones hard and portable, j 
in quahty closely akin to that made from the ju. 
of the maple tree. We added some other items, boP 
these are considered sufficiently life-sustaining, and 
are luxurious when contrasted with the Spartan store 
of dried apples carried by the Califomian on a loi 
journey. When he rises from his blanket in 1 
morning, he makes a plentiful breakfast of ■ 
apples : he journeys on until mid-day, and, at i 
running stream, takes an extensive luncheon of w 
by evening the action of this in expanding the i 
provides him without further cost or trouble \ 
dinner. 

The early morning was cool and cloudy, and 
sun, which was expected over the eastern hills 
Barlovento, failed to appear. It was not until soiB 
time after thsit we had an opportunity of watching t 
rise, an event more written about in prose and veji 
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than known by actual experience. This may seem 
an odd statement to make, but certainly the sight of 
a sunrise, from its rarity, forms an epoch in the lives 
of many men. 

We soon forded the river Guaire, over wliich 
there is a wooden bridge for pedestrians, and passed 
through the Cortado de Rincon into the little plain 
between the two ridges of hills which separate Card- 
caa from El Valle. Here, we met, on its way to the 
capital, a long string of loaded donkeys — a Venezuelan 
goods' traift in motion — carrying charcoal, firewood, 
sugar, sugar-cane, aguardiente, poles, cotton, coffee, 
fowls, pigs, Ac, and attended by hardy harrieros 
with the unfailing machete iu their hands, and the 
inevitable ciganv in their months. Leaving the 
large sugar estate of Espino on our left, we changed 
our course towards the south-west, and soon entered 
the straggling village of El Valle, once famous for its 
pleasure lake, where the good folk of Cardi-aa came 
on i>oatiug excursions, but now, from overgrowth of 
vegetation, in great disorder, and furnishing another 
evidence of the disastrous effects of civil war. 

At the Cuartel our pa^ports were examined and 
vis^d. Most of the official buildings of its cliaracter 
are under saintly patronage, and an inscription on a 
board against its wall read — 

'■ Palrnim ile e«ta cm* 
Nueitn SeSora del Soccorn." 

Whether "Our Lady of Succour" ever visited her 
house we did not learn. The conversation of soldiem 
would srarcely have yielded her mufh edification if 
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she had. They were hungry-looking, free-spoken, 
good-hearted fellows of mixed origin, who did 5 
object to receive a alight memento of our visit. 

We now passed down between lines of sugar" 
plantations. One on the left, the property of Sefior 
Carlos Madriz, was the scene of an important event 
in Venezuelan history. Coche is considered to be one 
of the finest sugar plantations in the country, and it 
waa here that, on the 22d of May 1S63, General Paez 
abdicated in favour of Falcon, by which act power 
passed from the Blue to the Yellow pai-ty. At length 
we arrived at the little valley of Turmerito, where 
there was a very respectable inn, and proceeded on- 
wards to the defile in the mountains leading to the 
Tuy, The ascent now began, and wc passed Lechoso, 
a sugar estate 175 feet above Canicaa, At Subera 
there was a crowd of people round a stretclier, on 
which lay a poor fellow whose arm had been shat- 
tered whilst blasting for the new road. Peace has 
her victories no less than war, and they are not 
always unattended by lists of killed and wounded. 

Some distance up the caiiou was a place bear- 
ing two names, and called indiscriminately Campo 
Alegre (Jolly Camp), and Goto Amarillo (Yellow 
Cat). Whether it was the yellow cat which made 
the camp gay, or the gay camp that made the cat 
yellow with debauchery, or what possible connection 
could exist between two such dissimilar appellations, 
it was impossible to imagine. Certainly the yellow 
oat had shown good taste in the selection of a place q 
abode, for the village waa a pretty little settlement. 
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The Vuelta de MacariBao, on which ia Seflor Carlos 
Lovera's coffee plantation of Guayabo, sloped away to 
our left, whilst on our right, hill after hill, in undulat- 
ing succeaaion, stretched out until in the f;ir distance 
they joined the Tuy valley, bounded on the hon2on 
by higher ranges separating it from the llanos. The 
road now commenced to descend to Chandlave, wind- 
ing around and through the estate of Lovera, until it 
became lost to sight in the mountains, 'flie house of 
this gentlemau, at which we had alighted, stands on 
a hill-side, surrounded by tall trees, whose foliage 
afforded a most welcome shade after the sun-exposed 
ride of the morning. Seflor Lovera was a Spaniard 
who had resided long in the Republic, and, by personal 
attention to the management of his estate, had pros- 
pered in spite of the war. 

The long jog-trot journey had given us that degree 
of fatigue and hunger which is siiid to be the best sauce 
for food, but people with less craving than we would 
have been tempted by tlie rich and ample fare pro- 
vided by our benign host. The pj'^ce de resistance 
was the national dish of the Repulilic — San cocfio de 
ijallina* What the haggis is to the Scotchman, what 
potatoes are to the Irishman, what roast beef is to the 
Englishman, that, and much more, is this soup or 
broth to the Venezueliin I Saint Cocho is the most 
popular saint in tlie calendar, and if the distribution 
of fiestas depended upon a plebiscite, they would all 
Ijc assigned to him. Of all the saints who jostle 

' The nmiie comet from the verb talcofher, lo ctrnk miytliing nlmosl 
hitlr-ruw ami without iicaauumg. 
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i:a,eh other about in the Republic, lie is the one \ 
whom most of my attention was paid, and my devo- 
tions were always rewarded. If any fiitorpmiug 
gourmand chooses to experiment upon this dish» j 
will find in the following a qualitative analysis of j 
composition, anJ as some of the ingredients are I, 
well known iu this country, the Latin equivalei 
have been added : — 

Golliua. 

Name (Dweorea alata). 

Apiode Espana (ApiuTa ffravfolens). 

Yucft {Yalropha manihoi). 

AlverjsB (LathyniK talxnti). 

Auyama (Cneurbita moiinw;. 

Tomales (Soianum lieoper tiewii). 

Onoto (Bird orellana). 

OriSgano {Origanum majoranoides). 

The Vuelta de Macarisao is about nine miles loi^ 
and three wide, and has upon it 500,000 coffee trees, 
young and old, in about twenty plantations, leased to 
various individuals but all owned by Senor Lovca 
The hacienda of Guayabo, the largest of these, 
managed by the proprietor himself, contains i20,c 
fruit-bearing trees, and lie estimated the then existi 
crop of eotfee at 1 000 quintales. 

Accompanied by our worthy host, we left 
interesting hacienda, and, proceeding on our 
through a rough and hilly country abounding 
pleasing landscapes, in two hours reached the Cort 
de Totumo, from whence we obtained our first J 
view into the grand valley of the Tuy. It lay befoi 
us in all its beauty, the everlasting hills rising i 
it in an endless succession of varj'ing peaks 
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The Vuelta de Macarisao, on which is Seflor Carlos 
Lovera's coflfee plantation of Guayabo, sloped away to 
our left, whilst on our right, hill after hill, in undulat- 
ing succession, stretched out until in the far distance 
they joined the Tuy valley, bounded on the horizon 
by higher ranges separating it fi-om the llanos. The 
road now commenced to descend to Charallave, wind- 
ing ai'ound and through the estate of Lovera, until it 
became lost to sight in the mountains. The house of 
this gentleman, at which we had alighted, stands on 
a lull-side, surrounded by tall trees, whose foliage 
iiffftrded a most welcome shade after the sun-exposed 
ride of the morning. SeiSor Loveni was a Spaniard 
who had resided long in the Republic, and, by personal 
attention to the management of his estate, had pros- 
])ered in spite of the war. 

The long jog-trot journey had given ua tliat degree 
of fatigue and hunger which is said to be the best sauee 
for food, but people with less craving than we would 
have been tempted by the rich and ample fare pro- 
vided by our benign host. The piice de resistance 
was the national diah of the Republic — San coclio de 
ijallina* What the haggis is to the Scotehmau, what 
potatoes are to the Irishman, what roast beef is to the 
Englishman, that, and much more, is this soup or 
broth to the Venezuehin I Saint Cocho is the moBt 
popular saint in the calendar, and if the distribution 
i.\i fiestas depended upon a plebiscite, they would all 
be assigned to him. Of all the sa.int» who jostle 

* The nunie comes from the verb laleochtr, to cook anything a 
liiill-r.iw ami uitLoiil icniuuing. 
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L'a,ch other about in the Republic, he is the one to 
whom moat of my attention was paid, anJ my devo- 
tions were always rewarded. If any enterprising 
gourmand chooses to experiment upon this dish, be 
will find in the following a qualitative analysis of its 
composition, and as some of the ingredients are noj 
well known in this country, the Latin equivale] 
have been added : — 

Oalliiia. 

Name (DUcorea alala). 

Apio de Espaiia [Apiam gramaUa'), 

Yuc* {YaXropha mawhot). 

AlverjoB [LathtfTu* taiimi^. 

Auyama {GtuMTbiia maxima). 

Tomntes (Soianum lieoperticwa). 

OnoCo {Bixa orellcma). 

Ortgano {Or'igatwm majoranoidei). 

The Vuelta de Macarisao is about nine miles 
and three wide, and has upon it 500,000 coffee t 
young and old, in about twenty plantations, les 
various individuals but all owned by i 
The hacienda of Guayabo, the largest of that 
managed by the proprietor himself , contains 120 
fruit-bearing trees, and he estimated the then e 
crop of coffee at 1000 quintales. 

Accompanied by our worthy host, we l-^' 
interesting hacienda, and, proceeding on 1' 
through a rough and hilly country abotn 
pleasing landscapes, in two hours reachdl 
de Totumo, from whence we obtaincl 
view into the grand valley of the Ti' 
us in all its beauty, the everlastii' 
. it in an endless succession of 
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The Vuelta de Macarisao, on which is Seiior Carlos 
Lovera's coffee plantation of Guayabo, sloped away to 
our left, whilst on our right, hill after hill, in undulat- 
ing succession, stretched out until in the far distance 
they joined the Tuy valley, Ijounded ou the horizon 
by higher ranges separating it fi'om the llanos. The 
road now couiraeneed to descend to Charallave, wind- 
ing around and through the estate of Lovera, until it 
became lost to sight in the mountains. The house of 
this gentleman, at which we bad alighted, stands on 
a hill-side, surrounded by tall trees, whose foliage 
afforded a most welcome shade after the sun-exposed 
ride of the morning. Seflor Lovera was a Spaniard 
who had resided long in the Republic, and, by personal 
attention to the management of his estate, had pros- 
pered in s])ite of the war. 

The long jog-trot journey bad given us that degree 
of fatigue and hunger which is said to be the best sauce 
for food, but people with less craving than we would 
have been tempted by the rich and ample fare pro- 
vided by our benign host. The piice dc reaistance 
was the national dish of the Rejtublic — San coclio de 
yallina* Wliat the haggis is to the ScoUhnum, what 
potatoes are to the Irishman, what roast beef is to the 
Englishman, that, and much more, is this soup or 
broth to the Veuezuelan I Saint Cocho is the most 
popular saint in the calendar, and if the distribution 
i){ Jlestas depended upon a pUbisdte, tliey would all 
be assigned to him. Of all the saints who jostle 

* The name cnmes Irom llic verb ntlcochtr, to cook unylliing almost 
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We arrived at Ocumare, and stayed doiing the 
night at the mercantile establishment of one of 
Leseur's agents, Senor Medialdea. A dormitory was 
improvised by placing a series of mde stretuhers 
{fotres) side by side. Verj' little covering was needed, 
the heat being just as much as humanity could bear. 
The beds, however, were far from comfortable, as the 
canvas did not yield to the form, hut was perfectly 
rigid, and there was great danger all the time of the 
pillow falling off at the top and inducing asphyxia. 
It was a reating-plaee fit for Cato the Severe, or St, 
Laurence the broOed martyr. As our bedroom "was 
used as a warehouse and reception-room in the day- 
time, we had to turn out early ; nevertheless one of 
the party managed to steal eleven hours of rest, and 
tried hard for the round dozen, but waa unsuccess- 
fu], as the people came in crowds to look at the 
unheard-of spectacle of a man who could sleep in bed 
at eight o'clock in the morning. 

Ocumare is a pleasantly-situated little town of 
4000 inhabitants. It stands almost in the c?entTe 
of the valley, surrounded by trees, with the Tuy 
winding round about it. There was, of course, besides 
the Plaza and the market, that indispensable adjoncc 
to religion and picturesque landscape, an old cbur A. 
From the different styles of architecture displayed-* 
the constructioQ of the Iglesia Madre de ( 
and from the varying shades of dUapidation it i 
shows, it might reasonably be inferred that 
sacred edifice was built by degrees and at three i 
tinct epochs of Venezuelao history, emlnaced y 
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declivities, whilst at their feet the peaceM vales 
sloped awiiy in all directions till they finally dis- 
appeared in the river Tuy. Another hour and a 
half brought us to Bigote, a little village of not 
more than fifty inhabitants, where there is very fine 
pasturage in the season, when the gamelote grass 
grows to the height of seven feet. After passing 
several coffee plantations, we came at sun-down to 
the town of Charallave. 

It was one of those towns which cannot make up 
their minds to accept frankly the spirit of the age. 
An old-world air seemed to cling to it, and the eye 
sought in vain for evitlences of progress and modem 
comfort. The place consisted of about a hundred 
miserably-buUt houses, holding a thousand unfortu- 
nate individuals. Charallave is rather warm, and not 
very healthy, the water being of a bad quality. At 
the posnda all we could get for supper were beans, 
beans, beans ! — and these lukewarm. 

The next morning we devoted to a reconnoitre of 
the town and its vicinity. The large coffee planta- 
tion of Monte Verde, that had been abandoned, was 
the first object which presented itself Formerly 
it produced about 1 500 quintalcs of coffee yearly, 
but now yields none, although the land could not be 
more suitable for the staple. A small portion of the 
estate was, however, in a state of good cultivation. 
It was fai-med by Joa^ Antonio Bug, not of the 
"Norfolk-Howard" branch, but a German, who had 
planted it with vegetables, wherewith he helped to 
supply his neighbours and the market at Cardcas. 
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been created by the syi^m known as aremdeia 
n plan by which the lantilord gives op the us 
hi-s land for four or five years to a person 
undertakes to plant upon it a certain number i 
trees, for each of whiub he is paid a som rarying 
from threepence to sixpence. During the period 
mentioned, the occupant, from the frnits of his in- 
dustry in the cultivation of other prodaets than 
coffee, derives a good livelihood, and at its conclu- 
sion places the owner of the land in possession of 
a fruit-bearing coffee plantation, for which he 
eeivea in pajTnent the sum agreed upon. 

I was often requested to pun-hase an estate 
the Tuy, in fact was promised the gift of one 
1 would settle down there. The people in the valley 
had felt the war severely ; peace was auxiouslv: 
desired by all except those in arms, and as it 
well known that my influence would be on the sid 
of peace, many were desirous of seeing me as 
neighbour. Everywhere there were signs of betl 
times coming ; even the military men were looking c 
for farms, and would probably soon again become 
absorbed into the mass of the tranquil, hard-work 
population. For a young man in search of fortu 
there are few places better than the valleys of 
Tuy in the neighbourhood of Ocumare. 

The district of Ocumare del Tuy contained forJJ 
estates ; twenty-eight of these were under coffee, th 
produce amounted to 6792 quintalea, which at $21 
per quintal, meant an annual value of $134,8. 
The average produce (242 quintales) from eacl| 
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estate, was not quite so large aa that of Cua, Eleven 
properties had fallen out of cultivation, two of them 
with coffee haciendas, three with sugar-cane, and 
one with cacilo. There was one estate where sugar 
and aguardiente were largely produced. 

Nearly all the coffee estates have hill and valley 
lands, but when they are sold the value of the planted 
part is alone taken into account, and the unplanted, 
although sometimes really the more desirable of the 
two, is, as it were, thrown in to complete the bargain. 
The greater portion of the estates have vast pastures 
attached, and in uo ease are the properties cultivated 
up to anything like their full capacity. 

We returned from Harare to Oeumare, but left 
again late in the afternoon for Cua, where, with 
hard riding, we arrived at sunset, and after dinner, 
at our old posada, paid a ten hours' visit to the 
land of sleep. Our next object was to reach Alta- 
gracia. We were told that the distance from Cua was 
twenty-five to thirty miles via Tacata, but ten miles 
shorter if we took a bee-line track acrMS the moun- 
tains, thereby saving one side of a triangle in the 
distance to be gone over. As we wished to see for 
ourselves what were the facilities for communication 
and transport, we decided, although the n>ad was both 
dangerous and ilifficult, to follow the eoiirse of the 
Tuy and its effluent stream the river Tacata, which 
rises in Altagracia. 

After leaving Cua, there were few signs of agricul- 
ture visible. Here and there we j^assed small coffee 
|JlUitatii)ns, and at Mapiirito. which ifi situated a short 
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distance from the mouth of a creek rorming into the 
Tuy, we came upon a halo (cattle station) with the 
largest head of stock I had yet seen — it numbered, at 
least, one hundred. Buena Viata, near by, stood on 
a little wooded knoll, and was rightly named, for the 
view from it was one to hold and charm the wander- 
ing eye. With this exception, there was nothing 
remarkably striking in the landscape between Cua 
and Tacata, which we gladly sighted after a fo* 
hours' hard ride. The valley hail now narrowed, 
the river had become very tortuous in its course ; j 
avoid encountering its numerous windings along t 
across the valley, its bed sometimes eveu reaching 1 
the foot of a bluff over which we were travell 
bridle path had been cut in the hill-side, and by it A 
pursued our way to the town. 

Tacata is prettily situated on the forks of the riw 
Tuy and Tacata, from which rises a steep range 1 
mountains, at whose feet is the settlement, whilatl 
hundred feet below, the two rivers join. We expei 
to find good accommodation, and at first sight ^ 
thought our lines had fallen in pleasant pie 
but alas 1 we were terribly disappointed ; languaj 
fails to express the poverty which was manifested on 
every side. The town contained about fifty houses, 
and the only one having the least pretence to comfort 
was that of his reveFence the Padre. 

The office of the Jefe Civil, to which we direct* 
our steps, appeai-ed to be a half-converted stable. 
portentous desk filled the centre of the room, and 1 
Hanked by two chairs evidently not relations ; f/rHlot 
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(handcuffB), old saddles, and papers, were scattered 
about in systematic confusion ; these, and myriads of 
cobwebs, completed the fiimiture. The Jefs Civil 
was absent, but we were received by his deputy, and 
from him we managed to get some maize for our 




animala, which were hot, jaded, and hungry. The 
conversation between the deputy and Leseur, who had 
penetrated into this den, led me to suspect that we 
were in the midst of a desert, and to make sure of 
something to eat I took a handful of maize from the 
scanty allowance made to my mule, but the intelli- 
gent quadruped looked bitterly dissatisfied, and 
seemed to direct my attention to Lisboa's horse, 
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which had evidently got the lion's share. The dumb 
pleading was irresistible, the handful of maize was 
dropped, and the mule restored to happiness. The 
deputy thought we might be able to obtain food at 
the shop opposite his office, but we were now firmly 
convinced that only a miracle, or two, could enable 
Tacata to appease the hunger which possessed us. 

We crossed the way and entered a low-roofed room, 
whose mud walls, innocent of whitewash, bore a triple 
row of shelves, destitute even of the riches of the 
Mantua apothecary — a beggarly account of empty 
boxes. Whilst waiting for the proprietor, we had a 
bitter dispute as to the value of the articles dis- 
played, and, on averaging our estimates, came to the 
conclusion that the stock of the chief merchant of 
Tacata was worth just eighteen shillings and eleven 
pence three farthings 1 As the merchant is always the 
capitalist in Venezuela, the wealth of Tacata may 
be determined from this valuation. The only 
remedio to be had in the place was some so-called 
vino bianco, light in its powers of affectiug the 
system, but dark and heavy in its appearance. Leseur 
and Lisboa tried this medicine, but as they found the 
" remedy " worse than any disease they possessed, I 
passed the bottles without a pang of regret. 

Treading our way through this grim cavern, we 
entered the sala, which looked still more melancholy, 
and sat there with depressed spirits wliilst the break- 
fast was preparing. The colour of the table did not 
show dirt, and we would gladly have dispensed with 
a cloth, but our hostess, anxious to do us evei 



Chap. xi».] A BREAD BANQUET. 253 

honour, produced a piece of textile ftibric which had 
evidently been brought over by one of the Spanisli 
conquistadoi'es, and had therefore been regarded as a 
relic too precious to be profaned by soap and water. 
Liaboa took this table-cloth to heart ; I did not, aa it 
was too dirty ! Whilst the lady of the bouue was out 
of the room he dragged it oflF the table, but on her 
return she would not allow us to dispense with it. 

Although hunger is not fastidious, it wiis with 
noses upturned that we ate the black beaus and 
salted beef which were sparingly set before us. There 
wa« no impiety in omitting to say grace over this 
meal, which we took with a mental reservation. 

" Bid me to lurk 

Where serpents are ; chain t<ie with r(iariii|^ bears ; 
Or shut me nightly in a ubiLm el- house 
O'lsr-uovereil quite with dead men's rattling bones, 
With reekj ahunks, and yellow cbapless skuUs ; " 

but ask me not to encounter again the dread realities 
of a Tacata banquet. I crossed the road, thinking to 
fimsh my repast with a handful of maize, hut our 
animals had eaten every grain, and we found them 
munching their empty boxes as a gentle hint that 
they had not yet had enough. 

We were now ready to leave, and handed our land- 
lord a sovereign. 

He looked at it with a puzzled air, fingered it as 
though it were a curiosity, and intense gloom settled 
upon his features. 

He could not change it I 

We advised him Ui try his neighbours in the town. 
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A comic smile lighted up the darkness of his vii 
and he went out on the desperate quest. 

Before we could obtain oiir change a general meet- 
ing of the villagers had to be held, but the capitalists 
of the place were unable to make up the amount untU 
the priest consented to supply the deficiency from the 
poor-box, and the sovereign was solemnly entrusted 
to his charge until such time as the transaction could 
be hquidatcd. 

The Deputy-chief accompanied us to Altagracia, so 
the multitudinous municipal atfaii's of Tacata were 
left for a time without a regulator. At 1 1 a.m. we, 
not reluctantly, took our departui-e, going southward 
up a narrow mountain gorge, the road crossing the 
stream with every bend of the river. Few conucos 
and Btm fewer coffee plantations were passed ; La 
Vega, which yielded only 1 50 quiutales, produced 800 
in the good old times, and another which formerly 
gave 1000 quintales returned but twenty ! Miserable 
as these mined plantations looked, they wore not 
only welcome to us as emblems of a smouldering in- 
dustry that might yet with peace burst into flame, but 
also, from the delightful shade they aflbrded, doubly 
pleasant in contrast with the unprotected nature of the 
other portions of our way. Several streams now 
entered the Taoata, and the valley opened out, but 
soon contracted again where the river formed rapids 
and falls. As we advanced, the ascent became difficult 
and disagreeable ; the trail lay along dangerous hilly 
slopes, said to be frequented by pumas, and with grass 
sometimes seven to eight feet high. Our ani] 
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were almost dead beat, though we did a great portion 
of the journey on foot. 

Leaving the trail on our left, and striking off in an 
oblique direction over an unconunonly steep hill, we 
emerged on the estate of Altagraeia, which, with that 
of Guari adjoining, forms a vast natural amphitheatre, 
whose rolling lands well watered, and high mountains 
densely timbered, would afford ample field for the 
enterprise and industry of 20,000 emigrants. The 
lauds are rich beyond description, and the climate 
comparatively cool and decidedly agreeable. On the 
highest mountain slopes it might be possible to grow 
the cereals of the temperate zone. The mansion of 
Altagraeia, 2600 feet above the sea, was situated in one 
of the most eligible parts of the property, from which 
varied and extensive landscapes were to be seen. 
Here we met a German engaged in setting out coffee 
plants on land leaded to him by Sefior Luis Rivero, 
the proprietor of Altagraeia, who was very desirous of 
settling a band of colonists on his estate, and wished 
Leseur and me to co-operate in Ida plan. Notwith- 
standing the fertility of the soil and the delightful 
climate, the out-of-the-way situation, and the want of 
carriage road communication, will prove, for some time 
to come, a bar to the success of the scheme. We 
stayed at Altagraeia all night, and passed most of the 
evening very agreeably, listening to the German's 
anecdotes of the tigers, pumas, and snakes, with which 
the surrounding hUls are inhabited. 

About seven in the morning, after a night's sleep 
in hammock.**, we left Altagraeia for Tacata, and J 
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reached it at midday, but our animals refused to stop, 
and hurried us off to the mountain pass leading from 
the valley. There were four cofff e estates in the vicinity 
of Tacata, producing in the aggregate r 140 quintales 
four others we found abandoned. There were two 
sugar estates — one producing and the other desertetl. 





Owing to its situation on the most direct route from 
the valleys of Aragua to the Tuy valleys, Tacata hai 
suffered greatly from the raids of lioth sides. From 
the heights of Tique, 3200 feet, we turned again tc 
gaze on the beautiful scene we were leaving ; and thei 
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looking forward we beheld range after range of moun- 
tains, culminating in the Naiguata. 

We quartered at Paracoto, and filled up the evening 
by exploring the neighbourhood. It is the centre of 
a large cultivated district, and consists of a mono- 
tonous succession of fine coffee-growing slopes. The 
village has a pretty little church, with its peal of 
bells outside. In our rambles we came to a house, 
where we stopped to hear a band playing, the music 
and instruments being native bom. At night we 
slept soundly, although our dormitory was the mis- 
cellaneous store-room of a general merchant, rich in 
perfume. 

Next morning we left early, struck the Charallave 
road at the Cortado de Totumo, and, riding up to the 
estate of our good firiend Lovera, we found ourselves 
once more in the embrace of civilization. We felt as 
Christian may have done at the sight of the heavenly 
city, when, as our journey drew to a close, we beheld 
shining in the valley below us the lights of Cardcas. 
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CIVIL WAR— MISSIONARY EFFORTS — ORCHIDS. 

" Slaw waku the voice of wiir — but, when it wiike^, 
It uuiaes apoD the ear as the loud wail 
or iuiri«red aptrita, or the shriek which breaks 
From ahipwrecked aea-boj, borne on rieiit}; gule, 
Wben in hia watery ahioud he ainka below 
Tlie corpM-etrewed conGoet of the Btorroy wave." 

AM0>> THUDS. 

When I arrived in Venezuela, the Liberal party was 
in powur, Imt its sway was not undisputed. The 
Blues WL'i't? scotched, not killed, and from time to time 
one heani cif the difficulties they were causing. The 
disaffection of Salazar gave rise to the incident of the 
Noclie (h- San Bernardino, in May, but this proved 
a fruitless attempt against the Government." In the 
State of Trujillo, under the leadership of General Juan 
Araiijo, tlic Blues rose in great force. Guayana had 
pro(:laime'l its neutrality in the struggle, although i1 
was said to he from thence that the Blues had obtainec 
the means iWr their descent upon Trujillo. In Augus' 
they took possession of the capital of Guayana. Thi 

' Thi^ inuiilent conaisted in General Salazar one night withdrawin 
the troopn under his command from Valencia, contrary to the oidera < 
tlic Piefliilem. It is said to have been hia first overt act of treacherr t 
llic LiUruI parly. 
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President, General Juan Dalla-Costa, was wounded in 
the fight, and sought refuge in Trinidad. The troops 
of the Cordillera, under the command of General 
Pulgar, after three days' figliting, restored Trujillo to 
the liilieral party. Meanwhile, from Ciudad-Bolivar 
the insurgents sent an expedition to Apure ; San Fer- 
nando del Apure, whieh was very thinly garrisoned, 
was attacked, and after a desperate defence fell into 
their hands. The Jefe del Estado, Dr. Lisandro Diaz, 
was killed, whilst unarmed, it is said, by a pistol 
shot from General Olivo. 

This was at the end of October, and about a fort- 
night later the President left Cardcas, at the head of 
his troops, to undertake the campaign in Guayana and 
Apure. Those who like myself witnessed the depar- 
ture of the army knew that it meant work. Never 
had a force so numerous and so well equipped left the 
capital. Without any noise the troops had been pro- 
vided with all that was necessary for carrjing out the 
plan of operations. 

At Villa de Cura they woi-e joined by General 
AJcAntara with two thousand five hundred men ; at 
Calabozo by contingents from General Joaquin Crespo 
and General Borrego ; at Camaguan, by the forces 
<}f General Colino ; and the entire body marched 
against San Fernando. At this place, the Blues had 
concentrated all their forces, nnder the joint command 
of Herrera and El Chingo Olivo,* and it became a 

* Oeuenil Olivo ai^qiiircd tliia nickiinnie from nil nc^ciUcnt that liiul 
■lifprivuil him of the uuist striking feulura of ibe hiiniuu Tuce ttivinc. 
CliiiiffO ia ■ wuTcI nut III bo fuuiiil ill the dictiuiinry, nlthougli il is uuiu- 
iiionly useii in Vcacwielii to dnuote a nuscltus iH.-r»c)ii. 
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question of strategy no le3B than of valour how 
enable the army of Guzman Blanco to force the 
of the river Apure. 

The plan decided upon l)y the President was 
charge down upon Guariapo by the two banks of 
Portugucza ; and from the Pa&o Real of San Feruani 
to the furthest part of the Apurito. Whilst the Bluea' 
were defending themselves on this long-extended Hue 
of attack, General Creapo was executing a flank 
movement by which the forces under his commanetj 
were enabled to ford the river at the Cafio Amanllop^ 
Whilst the Blues, therefore, were expecting thi 
opponents to be decimated in forcing the river at 
Paso Real, and were being beguiled by a feigned 
attack upon the Cafio de Guariapo, the flank move- 
ment across the Cafio Amarillo, which decided the 
fortune of the day, had been executed. The Blues, 
unable to cope, either in numbers or strategy, with 
the army of Guzman, became cjuiekly disorganized, 
and, abandoning their trendies and poaitioas, fell 
back upon San Fernando. 

The battle of the Apure may be said to have occu- 
pied seven days. On the first of January 1872, the 
forces under Grespo had already commenced an 
lery attack upon the trenches at the mouth of 
Guariapo. In this they were joined later, in front' 
of the enemy, on the western side of tlie Portugueza, 
by the division of Geuenil Macbado. On the second 
and third day, this attack was continued, whilst 
margins of the Cafio Amarillo were carefully exploi 
tu find it suitable fording place. On the fout-th di 
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the Paso Real was occupied by General Pulido ; imd 
from this position an effective fire was directed 
against the trenches opposite. On the Jijlh day, the 
President advanced up to the Boca de Coplu ; and 
the Blues from San Fernando opened an occasional 
fire upon his party. At 1 1 a.m., he returned to his 
camp near the Boca de Guariapo. At duak, began 
the difficult titsk of transferring troops to tlie western 
banks of the Portugueza, which occupied nearly all 
the night. The President crossed about 8 P.M. At 
2 A.M., on the morning of the stzlli day, a vigorous 
fire waa opened upon the Pa^o Real of the Apure. 
In another hour and a half, the President lear^jed that 
Crespo had successfully passed the Cano Amarillo. 
At the same moment, further to distract the atten- 
tion of the Blues, General Ribas, by a 8trat«getical 
feint, had threatened a bold attack upon the banks 
of the Cafio de Guariapo. On receiving word that 
Crespo was safely across, Guzman with his forces 
followed, and at lo a.m. commenced the march upon 
San Fernando. Early in the afternoon, they were in 
sight of tlie flying enemy, and the troops of Guarico 
were despatched in pursuit, but were unable to over- 
take the Blues, who by forced marches made for 
San Fernando. When the soldiers of Guzman arrived 
at that place, they found that tlieir opponents had 
abandoned it ; a complete panic had taken possession 
of the Blues, and they were in full flight, bearing with 
them, in hammocks, two of their leaders, Herrera and 
Manzano, dangerously wounded. The town had suf- 
fered greatly, and many parts of it were to be ' 



in ruins. On the seventh day, the fugitive 
was pursued by General Creapo with two thouw 
men detached for that purpose. He pressed dow 
upon the flying maas until the broad Arauca, swai 
ing with alligators, waa before them. There was : 
eseape on either side. The Blues made c 
resistance to the last, but it was in vain — five hoir 
combat ended in their annihilation as an army. N^ 
less than three hundred of them are supposed to ha^ 
been driven into the torrent of the river, and there 
drowned — devoured ! Amongst them was El CfUngo, 
their dreaded chief. The artillery and ammunition 
of the army of Ohvo were captured, and the prisoners 
who fell into the hand-s of Crespo were about three 
hundred in number. 

It was said iu jest, that Crespo was anxious 
to convert El Chingo to his own water-drinking 
habits, for the valiant Llanero of Guai'ico was dis- 
tinguished fi'om the majority of his fellow-citizena 
by his entire abstinence from the use of alcohol, and 
also from tobacco. 

The desultor)' doings of ray life in C'anica.s have- 
again to be chronicled. 

During my excursion to the Tuy I was bitten in 
the instep of my left foot by some venomous ci-ea- 
ture, and in consequence became a prisoner to mv 
rooms for a fortnight. To a person of active habits 
this was particularly annoying ; the awkward position 
of the poisoned wound hindered the inflammation 
from subsiding, as the slightest motion of the foot 
made it woi-sc. 
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We had still occasional reminders that civil war 
was in the land. At times the regulations regartling 
passports were extremely stringent, though, in my 
own case, they were not protluctive of any personstl 
inconvenience. Perhaps the pacific foreigner was 
favoured ; for instance, one night when there was a 
grand ball at El Paraiso, the mayor, Dr. F. Ponce, 
called upon me with a special permit. 

It has alreiidy been mentioned that I had commenced 
collecting all kinds of objects, illustniting the physiral 
aspects and capabilities of the Republic. My museum 
soon became one of the lions of Cardcos, s& it con- 
tained a large number of artistic, scientific, and eco- 
nomic specimens. 1 went upon the inclusive system, 
and one of my special objects was to obtain choice 
and rare specimens of the orchtdacea, interesting from 
their grotesque forms, exquisite colours, and perfumes, 
and from their curious resemblances to animal life. 
Surely Mother Nature was in a jocose mood when she 
created these floral bees, doves, swans, and parrots. 
Many specimens were sent over to England, and some- 
times the courtyard of ray hotel was littered with them. 
Perhaps the most interesting of the orchids wjis the 
Flor de Mayo [Cattleya Mossiai), and special collec- 
tors were despatched into the interior to secure the 
finest specimens of this and other species. But the 
most wonderful was a Mariposa bejuca {Oncidunn 
Bauerii), containing not less that 700 flowers, whitrh 
was presented by Sefior Carlos Lovcra, who sent it 
from his cofl'ee estate at Guayabo. 

The number of Venezuelan orchids known alreac 
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in the botanical world is 426, distributed in 82 
genera ; but Dr. Ernst is of opinion, that, 
much of the country remains still unexplored by 
scientific botanist, 600 would probably represent 
total. Many of these are, of course, interesting 01 
to the phytologi-st, l)Ht a large number present att: 




i 



tious \xi all who ran appreciate beauty and variety of 
form. Dr. Ernst has very obligingly commumcat* 
the valuable list of Venezuelan orchids, which will J 
found in the Appendix.* From the richneas of 

• Lirt of nil the knnvin sj.edes of Ytneziu-lHii ordhi.ls, by \ 
Ernst. Si-c ApptiiUii 11. 
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part of the flora, his alphabetical catalogue, with its 
full and accurate references, forms an important addi- 
tion to the literature of this subject. 

Amongst my tiger skins was one of special curi- 
osity, as having been the price paid for the house and 
furniture of a well-known character in Venezuelan 
history. At the taking of San Fernando, the house 
belonging to El Chingo Olivo fell to the lot of an 
officer who vainly sought a purchaser for his prize. 
At last he bartered it all away for a single tiger skin 
— a magnificent specimen, certainly — which shortly 
afterwards came into my possession. It was placed 
along with similar portions of other South American 
beasts of prey. 

The jaguar is indeed quite common in the Apure. 
It is told that an old woman had a tame one which 
followed her about like a pet lamb. After a while she 
became poor, and unable to obtain food enough for 
herself and her strange companion. The jaguar, in 
coming in contact with civilization, had acquired the 
tastes of humanity, and when the daily meal failed, he 
ate up his benefactress, with a selfishness and ingrati- 
tude worthy of a human being. The Pharisees, we are 
told, made long prayers and devoured widows' houses, 
but the jaguar preyed upon the widow herself. 

The birds were about 350 in number, and included 
examples of 250 distinct species. Some of these were 
rare varieties, as, for example, Coccyzics landshergi 
Micrastur zonothorax, Ardea herodiaSy Porzana lev- 
raudi, &c. ; and two were of absolutely new (unde- 



scribed) species, i.e., Lochmias sororia, Crypturut 
cerviniventris* 

As my object became known, many additions were 
made to my collection. The Venezuelans bitterly 




resent tlie conduct of some former travellers, wfaa 
after accepting their hospitality, held them up 
ridicule, t but they are grateful to any foreigner wrf 
expresses a sincere interest in their country. 

Most museums have something apocryphal. Tbouj 

• A p«per by Dr. P. L, Plater, F.R.S., unJ Mr, Osberl Sslvi 
on some Venezuelan birds collected by the author, vfa« read before i 
Zoolosicttl Sccieiy, on ibe joih May 1873, and printed in it« T; 
tioM, from whence it \% copied in Appendix C. 

t "Niilwithatan'lin^ the beauty, fertility, luiil ricfaneu of the « 
tlie beuliliy biil>it^ of iis iit.'0]il(;, tlie murality and culture ofibi » 



Hiy assemblage was incomplete inasmuch as it did 
uot incluLle the " broomstick of the witch of En-dor," 
or even that moat ubiquitous of all primitive weapons, 
the identical club which killed Captain Cook, it 




i-occivcd an equally authentic and valuable relic of 

{le«i)lle the ncciiinulikliun of rHvuurutiU uircumstHiiccB which indnce 
Htnnt^era ivho come lo look for happineM EUid fortune, to settle ; nrely 
do the^ take upon themtelTca the task of helping aluug and eneouiAt;- 
ing her cruniition. There are wiiiie, though fortunately few, who have 
gone HO fur as to falsify her character before their own counttymen, by 
having severely criticiaed her healthy customs, and LurleMiueil bv( 
fauspitality ; thus, drawing ridicule upon her, solely for tb' 
reward of a few guineaii, producing a honk more or lev 
which they have imputed to her the linrliaritJeB of Hottei 
extraTa^nnce.s of Duu Quixote-."— X.B.P., Z.a Opinim f 
DccKiuler 1871. 
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the Spanish conq\i,i^adQres. On the morning 
a breakfast party in my rooms, General N. Bolet 
Peraza came in, and with a few strokes of the peoj 
converted an old table filling up the centre of th^ 
apartment into a sacred relic, by labelling it with i 
ticket on which he wrote ; — " The table used by 1 
Diego de Losada, at the banquet on the foundation ( 
Carieas, in 1567. — Antiquities of Cardcas, by 
Rdjas." This precious memento was greatly admiredji 
and excited much patriotic sentiment, whilst we, wh« 
were in the secret, enjoyed the joke very much. 

Perhaps the most popular part of the collection was 
"My Book," which became a som-ce of great amuse- 
ment to visitors. It Wiis a dumpy folio, which served f 
the purpose of scrap-book, album, and liher amicon 
at the same time. It contained paintings of butt^ 
flies and orchids, autographs, caricatures of publi 
men, views of various places, visiting cards, sp. 
mens of paper money, original literary productionj 
in prose and verse, and odds and ends of ever)- kindt 
This book was always lying about, and hardly a day 
passed without receiving additions to it. 

From Seiiorita Loria Brion I acquired a handsome 
carved toturna (drinking bowl), which evinced ha 
artistic skill and taste. She was the daughter 1 
Admiral Brion, one of the most distinguished of 1 
sea-warriors who aided Bolivar. Her father 
whilst fighting in the cause of independence ; and 1 
Liberator, when at Puerto-CabeUo in 1827, ia 
to have thus addressed the daughter who had 
left, as it were, a legacy to his country :— " Pobrecitfi 
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tu padre ha muerto pw la patria, pero yo le reem- 
plazas6 y otra sera la suerte de sufamilia d mi regreso 
de Santa Marta" (Poor child I your father died for 
his country, but I will replace him, and the lot of 
you and yours will be changed when I return from 
Santa Marta.) Bolivar never returned to Puerto- 
Cabello, but died three years later in Colombia during 
his voluntary exile, and the daughters of the Admiral, 
heretofore, have scarcely had that generous treatment 
which was due from the nation in whose cause their 
father fought and died. [The present administration, 
however, has been more liberal to such relics of the 
revolution, and Senorita Brion now receives a pension 
from the Government.] 

Amongst many others who greatly added to my 
collection, I recall with gratitude the numerous gifts 
presented by Seflor Manuel Martel — whose disinter- 
ested consideration and care of strangers were well 
known to all travellers in Venezuela. To Dr. Ernst I 
am indebted also for a great many duplicates from his 
valuable cabinet of native minerals, drugs, and vege- 
table products. 

The honest obreros, and indeed not a few of a 
higher grade, were quite unable to understand the 
value of a collection of economic objects, and per- 
plexed me by the queer and worthless things they 
sometimes brought. They could as little comprehend 
the scientific importance of such a gathering, as 
Sancho Panza (who may have been one of their 
ancestors) could comprehend the peculiarities and 
idiosyncrasies of hLs master. 
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(juestion of strategy no less tlian of valour bow to 
enable the army of Guzman Blanco to force the pass 
of the river Apure. 

The plan decided upon by the President was Xa 
charge down upon Guai-iapo by the two banks of the 
Portugueza ; and from the Paso Real of San Fernando 
to the farthest part of the Apurito. Whilst the Blues 
were defending themselves on this long-extended line 
of attack, General Crespo was executing a flank 
movement by which the forces under his command 
were enabled to ford the river at the Cailo Amarillo. 
Wliilst the Blues, therefore, were expecting their 
opponents to be decimated in forcing the river at the 
faso Meal, and were being beguiled by a feigned 
attack upon the Cano de Guariajio, the flank move- 
ment across the Caflo Amarillo, which decided the 
fortune of the day, had been executed. The Blues, 
unable to cope, either in numbers or strategy, with 
the army of Guzman, became quickly disorganized, 
and, abandoning their trenches and positions, fell 
back upon San Fernando. 

The battle of the Apure may be said to have occu- 
pied seven days. On the _^ri( of January 1872, the 
forces under Crespo had already commenced au artil- 
lery attack upon the trenches at the mouth of tht- 
Guariapo. In this they were joined later, in front 
of the enemy, on the western side of the Portugue2a», 
by the division of General Machado. Un the second 
and third day, this attack was continued, whilst the 
margins of the Cafio Amarillo were carefiUly explored 
to find a .suitablo fording pliice. On th- fourth dam 
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the Paso Iteal was occupied by GenerdJ Pulido ; and 
from this position an effective fii-e was directed 
agaiust the trcnchea opposite. On the Jijih day, the 
President advanced up to the Boca de Copl^; and 
the Blues from Sau Fernando opened an occasional 
fire upon his party. At 1 1 A.M., he returned to hia 
camp near the Boca de Guariapo. At dusk, began 
the difficult tiLsk of transferring troops to the western 
Itanks of the Portugueza, which occupied nearly all 
the night. The President crossed about 8 p.m. At 
2 A.M., on the morning of the sixth day, a vigorous 
fire was opened upon the Pa^o Real of the Apure. 
In another hour and a half, the President learyed that 
Crespo had successfully passed the Cano Amarillo. 
At the same moment, further to distract the atten- 
tion of the Blues, General Ribas, by a strategetical 
feint, had threatened a bold attack upon the banks 
of the Caiio de Guariapo. On receiving word that 
Crespo was safely across, Guzman with hia forces 
followed, and at lo a.m. commenced the march upon 
San Fernando. Early in the afternoon, they were in 
sight of the flying enemy, and the troops of Guarico 
were despatched in pursuit, but were unable to over- 
take the Blues, who by forced marches made for 
San Fernando. When the soldiers of Guzman arrived 
at that place, they found that their opponents ha<l 
abandoned it ; a complete panic had taken possession 
of the Blues, and they were in full flight, bearing with 
them, in hammixiks, two of their leaders, Herrera and 
Manzano, dangerously wounded. The town had auf- 
fiTfd grciTtly. and many parts of it were to be seen 
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distributed amongst the people, took plax^ on the 
1 8th of January. On the 19th theie was a grand 
ball at the house of Mr. Stttrup, the Danish Minister, 
in honour of the visit of the officers of a Danish man- 
of-war, then Ijdng at La Gua3n:a. Dancing was kept 
up until three o'clock in the morning, and the con- 
course of Cardcanian beauty was bright enough to 
have affected with tremors the heart of the sternest 
misogynist. The following evening a dinner was 
given by Mr. StUrup, and nearly all the members of 
the Diplomatic Corps and of the Grovemment were 
of the party. There were plenty of brilliant speeches, 
diversified by a melancholy oration, partaking of the 
nature of a fimeral sermon, from Mr. Pile, the American 
Minister. Whilst the hours passed so pleasantly we 
wished that the other Ministers would have imitated 
the example of our generous host and amiable hostess, 
who kept up the traditional reputation of ambassa- 
dorial splendour and hospitality in a truly spirited 
manner. 



part of the flora, his alphabetical catalogue, with its 
full and accurate references, forms an important addi- 
tion to the literature of this subject. 

Amongst my tiger skins whs one of special curi- 
osity, as having been the price paid for the house and 
furniture of a well-known character in Venezuelan 
history. At the taking of San Fernando, the house 
belonging to El Chinijo Olivo fell to the lot of an 
officer who vainly sought a purchaser for his prize. 
At la.st he bartered it all away for a single tiger skin 
— a magnificent specimen, certainly — which shortly 
iifterwards came into my possession. It was placed 
along with similar portions of other South American 
beasts of prey. 

The jaguar is indeed quite common in the Apure. 
It is told that an old woman had a tame one which 
followed her about like a pet lamb. After a while she 
became poor, and unable to obtain food enough for 
herself and her strange companion. The jaguar, in 
coming in contact with civilization, had acquired the 
tastes of humanity, and when the daily meal failed, he 
ate up his I>cnefactrea3, with a selfishness and ingrati- 
tude worthy of a human being. ITie Pharisees, we are 
told, made long prayers and devoured widows' houses, 
but the jaguar preyed upon the widow herself. 

The birds were aljout 350 in number, and included 
examples of 250 distinct species. Some of these were 
rare varieties, as, for example, Coccyzus Iniidshergi 
Micrastur zonothorax, Ardea herodias, Porzana lev- 
raudi, Ac. ; and two were of absolutely new (unde- 
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without a Government permit, and it was decided \ 
send out a scientific commission to investigate thi 
nature of the newly -formed territory. There was »| 
special reason for thia. Soon after my arrival 
Venezuela the Government faatl many applicationj 
from foreign capitalists and speculators, who wert 
anxious to make contracts for the extraction 
guano and mineral phosphates from the islands 
the Republic. This directed serious attention to 
Colon, the greater part of which had been leased t4> 
the Philadelphia Guano Company at a royalty of % i 
per ton on the guano abstracted. A letter in La 
Opinion Nacional, attributed to Mr. Wm. Grange 
of Piiiladelphia, asserted that the material being 
shipped by the company waa selling in the United 
States for I30 per ton, and that it really consisted t 
mineral phosphates, a substance not covered by th 
articles of the lease. 

The first governor appointed for the territory ^ 
General Mariano Espinal, and Seiior Vicente Marcaij 
was nominated esplorador. After visiting Orehila, 
they came to the conclusion that mineral phosphates 
were being removed ; but to make assurance doubljfc 
sure, it was decided to send out a second expediticM 
under the charge of the Minister of Public Works. 

Such was the position of affairs in the month > 
January '72 when Caracas appeared to have 
mad with joy in celebrating the great victory 1 
Guzman Blanco over the Blues. The taking of I 
Fernando and the death of Olivo were fel 
dei-isive, and rockets were .sent up with rofkless pre 
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sion to celebrate the double event. Amidst these great 
rejoicings one graceful act of the Government was the 
release of a large number of political prisoners as soon 
as the glad tidings of victory had been verified. 

I called upon Vice-President Garcia to offer my 
congratulations on the good news he had received 
from the Apure, and the probabilities of peace being 
soon restored to the Republic. Whilst there I received 
an invitation to accompany the second commission to 
Orchila. If it proved true that the American com- 
pany were removing mineral phosphates as well as 
guano, the Government had decided to annul the 
(contract. 

A portion of the expedition left Cardcaa very early 
in the morning of the 24th of January to join the 
remainder at La Guayra. As I had only been in bed 
two hours, the beauties of early rising did not charm 
my soul. On the way there was an attempt to be 
lively, but there is a sad pretence of joviality about 
songs and jokes before the mind has well escaped 
from the terrors of the night. Mirth in the grey 
hours of the raw morning is but a mockery of nature. 
The spirit of sadness prevailed, even the mund- 
harmonica, on which Mr. Engel played some lively 
Tyrolese tunes, failed to inspirit us. On went the 
coaches past the Agua Salud, from whence we could, 
by turning, have a fine view of Cardx^as, and so to 
the cuartel and piaje (toll-bar) of C&tia, where pass- 
ports were no longer needed. At Guaracarambo we 
changed horses and reached La Guayra at ten o'clock : 
having met seven coaches on the road posting to the 
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capital, a pretty good sign, that, as peace had comCt 
there would be much more trade and interconmium-^ 
cation amongst the people. 

The important commission which left La Guayra 
was composed of the following personages, and took 
its departure amidst the vvoas of the multitude, who 
felt what a valuable cargo the Republic was intniating 
to the treacherous deep : — 



Official Mtmbers of the Cmimiasum. 

Miniater of Public Works, Dr. Martin J. Sanavbia. 

GoverDoroftheTerritory of Colon, Gen. Mariano Espinau 
Secretaryto the Governor (Interpreter), Gen. LeoN Van Praao. 



Military Engineei 
Esplaradof and Chemist, . 
Judge of the Territory of Colon, 
Secretary to the Jadge, . 
lat Policeman (anned), . 
ad do. ( do. ), . 



Gen. Leoi'oldo Terreko. 
Senor Vicente MAECANa 
Seuor Pio Mastinrz. 
Senor JUAN J.GUTIERRKZ. 
A. BiLLEGA. 

J. Pblezo. 



Nan-Offiriil Meinheri of the Commission. 

Senor Rahon BoLsn:. 
Seflor Ldis Ekgkl. 
The Author. 



Artist, .... 
Musician, Statistician, and News- ) 
paper Correspondent . . J 

Guest, .... 



We crossed the surf in boats, and embarked on board 
the " Portefla," a schooner of 125 tons burden, com- 
manded by Captain L. Cadiera, fully manned with a 
crew of eight sailors, and well stored for the voyage, 
as befitting a vessel carrying the representatives of 
the Venezuelan people. 

We got under way about sunset, when the sea was 
undulating witli a gentle motion, but all her beaute- 
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OU8 charms were for a time wasteJ upon the paasen- 
gera of the good ahip. In vain were ail the seductive 
graces of the Caribbean Sea spread before them, their 
eyes rested not upon her beauties, nor were their souls 
filled with the contemplation of her splendours. The 
breeze had stiffened considerably, and the vessel gave 
some very lively lurches, to the serious discomfiture of 
the august members of the commission. Neither the 
sovereignty of the people, nor the supremacy of the 
law, both of which were amply represented amongst 
us, availed against the dreadful 'mavea, and the repre- 
sentatives all took to their bunks. One person was 
so violently affected that his convulsions were said 
to have made the vessel spring a leak — the timbers 
fairly shaking during the height of his paroxysms 1 
The captain reported that the pumps had to be kept 
going on that account during the remainder of the 
voyage I Our Tyroleae minstrel was mute, his mund- 
harmonica lay neglected, and be crouched in a corner> 
no doubt wishing himself away from Neptune's hills 
and dales, and once more amidst the favourite glens 
and mountain slopes of liis revered Hofer. Before 
bedtime the party had somewhat recovered, and be- 
tween attacks essayed some amusement, though the 
efforts were but futile. One by one the pale-faced 
revellers disappeared, and soon were heard only the 
voices of the night ; the snores of the sleepers mingled 
ever and anon with sounds indicative of the return of 
sea-siekness. It remained an open question who was 
the worst sailor, as the " Judge " never left his berth 
during the whole voyage. 



>78 



THE LAND OF BOLTVAR. [Chap. m. 



About noon the next day we came in sight of the 
island of Orchila, and at aunset, when close to it| 
we crossed the track of the Guano Company's littl 
schooner " Bouquet," en route for Bonaire, with i 
cargo of negroes, it being the custom every six mouth 
to change the set of labourers employed on the work 
We anchored in two and a half fathoms, one hand 
yards from the shore, near the north-west comer i 
the island, in a lovely bay which, from its picti 
eaque beauty solely, we named El Bahia de Nue\ 
Napoles (The Bay of New Naples.) The range i 
hills rising behind it received the designation 
Fcderacion, and had a bare and hungry appearand 
that made mc doubt the existence of phosphates, 
contrasted very strikingly with the rich and variei 
colour of the island of El Gran Roque, whose oufi4 
cropping mineral was visible from a distance of thn 
or four miles. 

As we intended to leave our anchorage very eatljj 
next morning for Cayo El Dorado, the only opp 
tunity we had of examining the elevated portion i 
Orchila was by moonlight. Poetry and science i 
not always accord well, anil the silver radiance 
the moon streaming down on the Ijold hills, aud 
upon the fair bay where the rippling waves tenderly 
laved its smooth and sandy shore, made a scene i 
lovely that we might have been pardoned if we hat 
given ourselves up to the subdued pleasure of silei 
reverie, instead of attending to the dry details of \ 
mineralogical search. However, the temptation 
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pensive thought was abandoned, and the exploration 
commenced. 

From the beach to the hills is an ahnost banvn 



plain of considerable extent, having in many places 
deposits — ^sometimes hard, at others soft — of a sub- 
stance here termed guano. There was an immense 
quantity of it on the island, but the quality ^ns not 
very good, indeed, it is doubtful if it would have 
yielded much profit on exportation. If it had been 
of a superior quality it is scarcely probable that the 
American Company would have worked so slowly at 
its extraction when the demand for a rich phosphate 
is practically unlimited. On examination it was 
clearly not what is commonly known as a compact 
mineral phosphate, nor were there any indications of 
its having originated from the remains of fishes, or 
that in times past the plains of Orchila, like the 
islands of Peru, were the favourite resort of seals on 
the wane. Skeletons of fishing birds were rarely 
foimd, and this fact, combined with thos'r of iu 
coloiir, its aljsence of ammoniacal ^Aour, iu vaivi' 
tkms in quantity, according to [xx^ition and 'rzjy^ur'r 
to prevailing wind«, the me^:haiii^;al f:ojA:zk*ii ;: ^i?- 
sames, and the ahnorit inorj/auic r'Li»-v/:>rJ ',4 r.* 
eompogitioD. iihow that th'r 'n/>^'ji]M ^-uij:.'. ':'.c*^j. - 
m^ jftK0BfA^/rv: a//jd, hi ij^Ahhyj h-:z k, irn u^^^ill-* 
fhagfhMX^ 'A hrn^. or fjil^-jiT-rfyi^ : vf>^. 
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liH't in heights The foimation is primitrre, \!b&^ 
Ivinc no traco at all of volcanic origin, and the mass 
of 1 ho hilly range is composed of metamorphic gscass. 
}v)rtjUwing von' much of the character of tie foot-hills 
on iJio o)>}xvf(ito coast. I sent three sailcns to pick up 
8}vo.imons fn>ra the entire face of Monnt Federacion, 
hut amongst thosi* brought back there were none of 
any valuo. Had phosphate deposits existed, it is 
very j^rolviblo that, from the wide circuit within 
whioh tho mon collected, some traces of them would 
have found thoir way into the sacks; on El Gran 
Roque it would havo boon difficult to avoid enconnter- 
ing the mineral evon in the dark. 

On one of the simunit^ we found a number of loose 
shells Ipng al)out, and various suggestions were made 
as to the means by which they had been deposited in 
M> unlikelv a situation. One view was that the shells 
\\m\ boiMi SO placed tliat tlie mollusks might be cooked 
l^N (ho heat of the sun, and tliat the birds came and 
lvuu:i:rNNl upmi them; another conjecture was that 
x:,,' -.I*,. !!> \\x\k\ erawled up the hill to enjoy the fine 
\ :. w x'.v.Mx- tVom it; a third hypothesis attributed 
^'.. ', '.vtv'.x'v.vv' lo the agency of a water-spout; but 
,-., »..' ;,'. Lut'» vivsmvd us that the ladrones (thieves), 

; ..' t^v s".tn»rv shells on the beach, dragged them 

V their adoption into inland summer 
I '•o iaU'vneii are those amusing creatures 
\., xv.. i' i' . nw^ueutefs of Aquaria as hermit crabs. 

\\ '. .; . . ■.^ !m\ III i; their aKlomens unprotected like 
J ,. ...I . Id I K*.\t!'^. make use of the empty i 

\»'ii ot ^»)a'''«\> v>f sponge in the 
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dicated. The reader has the privilege of selecting 
from the ahove theories that which appears to him 
most probable. 

The other hilis, Libertad and Independencia, ao far 
as could be judged by viewing them at a distance 
tlirough a powerful binocle, appeared to be similar in 
their geological character to that of the Federacion 
range, to which they naturally belong, running, as 
they do, ia the same line, though disticet elevations. 
The vegetation liereabouts is scarce, and Orchila 
weed far from abundant. We collected some sand 
from the beach, which Marcano considered to be a rich 
phosphate, but a careful inspection with the micro- 
scope convinced me that it was only the detritus of 
shell and coral pulverised by the action of the sea. 

From the structure of the ialiind, which conHists 
really of hills of primitive formation, flanked by 
coral beds covered with sand, shells, and phosphate of 
lime, it seems probable that at one time Orchila was 
connected with the Spanish mainland; when it be- 
came separated, coral formation attached itself to the 
island, and, as the waters retired, plains were le**. from 
the shores to the hills. Here the birds have made 
their homes, and had they been more numerous and 
the climate as diy as that wliieh surrounds tlie 
f 'bineha Islands, the deposit would have been richer, 
and might then have established its claim to the name 
of guano. My examination of the main part of the 
'^^ ^ viiiced me that it was verj' unliki'ly ever to 
^- of much commercial importance. 

''ad completed our researches ; 
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feet in height. The formation is piimitlTe, there 
being no trace at all of volcanic origin, and the niass 
of the hilly range is composed of metamorphic gneiss, 
partaking very much of the character of the foot-hills 
on the opposite coast. I sent three sailors to pick u] > 
specimens from the entire face of Mount Federacii* 
but amongst those brought back there were non* 
any value. Had phosphate deposits existed^ 
very probable that, fix)m the wide circuit • 
which the men collected, some traces of thci) 
have found their way into the sacks; on ^ 
Roque it would have been difficult to avoid • 
ing the mineral even in the dark. 

On one of the summits we found a nun 
shells lying about, and various suggestif^ 
ns to the means by which they had Ix^ 
Si) unlikely a situation. One view ^^ 
had been so placed that the moUusV 
1)V the heat of the sun, and that t 
banqueted upon them ; anothei' 
the shells had crawled up the 
view visible from it; a thir- 
their presence to the agenc' 
the mariners assured us tli. 
fiudiiijr tlie empty shells oi; 
up the hill for their ad. 
residences. The ladroiu 
known to the frequent.- 
The P<igur\dcB,\\vi\\\Y;: 
tlie other crustacean- 
7n«»Ilusks, and even 
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a coral reef, not rising 
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of this peniusula is about two 
,th three-^iuarters of a mile, 
liar parallelogram, the greater 
very tliick deposit of the soi- 
the only place on Orchila from 
shipped ; it haa here been 
ture of iUhris, which is no 
The deposits are obtained iu the 
The ground is clenred of what 
ixists upuii it, and after a few inches 
scraped off the surface, the deposits 
marked out into squares of twenty 
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"tnitory, and the result, inseribed on 
m each square. The average 
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dug out is carted away, and placed according 
quality in beapB on the beach near the wharves, r 
for shipment. It would be impossible to drive pil 
into the submerged parts of the coral reef, so eat 
wharf is therefore simply a series of wooden hon 
placed in line, abrea.st, and at short distances apart, 1 
until the outer one reaches moderately deep water, f 
These are then crossed by timbers and planking, the I 
whole being nailed together, and weighted on each side I 
with stones to keep it firmly in position. The struo I 
tures are further secured by cables running from the ' 
ends of the wharves to the shore. 

The quantity of " guano " exported from the island 
during the last four years has not exceeded 6000 tons, 
and that which is ready to ship cannot be less than 
12,000 tons, so it would appear that there is not 
a very great demand for the article. According to 
common report its commercial use is to adulterate the 
guano of Peru for the American market. 

The bay of Santa Inez is well sheltered from the 
prevailing north-easterly winds, and vessels comfort- 
ably riding at anchor a quarter of a mile from the 
shore take in their cargoes from launches. 
• Cayo El Dorado is healthy ; although the tempera- 
ture was 90° during our visit, and in summer b 
much higher, yet there is always a sea breeze, which 
modifies it considerably. There was not much wild 
and no cultivated vegetation. The rainy season 
lasts from October until January, and in April and 
May the birds come to breed, but during our stay 
we saw very few. It is said that snip*' sometinifs 
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alight on this island, and are a welcome addition 
to the table of the colonists, but this statement I 
could not verify. The evidences of animal life were 
scarcely visible. There were no rats, as at Los Roques, 
in fact, the place is too poor to find them a living. 
There is not a. great variety of fish, we noticed only 
Spanish mackerel, pargo, barracouta, king-fish, carite, 
and some smaller varieties, but mollusks are plentiful. 
The current and winds in December and the two 
following months are so strong as to forbid fishing. 

On the morning of Saturday 1 arose unrcfreshed, 
ray share of the hospitality of the island having been 
a part of the store and lumber room (next to the roof) 
of our residence. Old bottlfs, empty barrels, pitch 
and oil pota, tarred rope, and all possible adjuncts of 
a receptacle for rubbish decorated this place. Many 
and varied were the draughts which came from every 
crevice of that warped and rickety tenement. Two 
of na slept in a sail with a roll of dried codfish for a 
pillow, but General Van Praag bad the distinguished 
honour conferred upon him of sharing a bed with the 
superintendent. 

We now came to the special object of the expedi- 
tion. The Judge being too unwell to come on shore. 
General Terrero acted in his place, and presided over 
the examination of the superintendent. The victim 
of tlie inquisition was an American, of a well-known 
type. One of our company, a Venezuelan, gave a 
description of him, which I will simply quote : — " The 
superintendent is an animal belonging to a 
not yet cla-ssifii-d. His foi-ehead dii*pl 
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inch and a half of thought ; his ears are as lax'ge a 
those of an elephant ; his face has the puzzled placidity 
of the countenance of a bull ; his hair is close like tin 
matted vegetation upon a fertile mountain ; his bei 
resembles a net uf tangled seaweed ; his feet 
masses of shapeless rock ; his eyes a compromise i 
gato y cochino — the first contributing their blueuesB 




and the latter their size. He is a very remarkable i 
dividual, upon whom Nature has wasted the material 
of three men. Ho is dressed in a blue shirt, j 
trousers of immense width, turned up at the bottom 
and supjjorted by a pair of elastic braces, whid 
every moment threaten to sever his spine. 
unites in himself the tranquillity of the hurro^ t 
majesty of the elephant, and el delicioso recogtmiet 
del bmTOcko." In this graphic account the tea* 
will allow for the exiiggeratioD, wlii'.li was quiti 
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destitute of malice, and if the superintendent could 
not be regarded as an ApoUo, he proved to be a very 
obliging character. 

The part of the wooden house which was converted 
into a temporary court-room, was plentifully decorated 
with empty bottles, to which the victim, brimful of 
sorrow and dismay, occasionally turned longing eyes, 
as though even the recollection of the gin they had 
once contained was a support and comfort to him in 
this hour of his terrible tribulation. 

Mr. Barrett was found to be quite innocent of any 
knowledge of the Spanish language, and when the 
interpreter, General Van Praag, addressed him in 
English he was unable to make him understand. The 
fact was that he knew no language but his " native 
American," and as I had travelled in California and 
other parts of the United States, I was requested to 
act as assistant-translator. The Minister, Governor, 
and Judge having laid their heads together and 
spoken. General Van Praag's questions in English 
immediately followed. These I turned and twisted 
into the Yankee dialect for the benefit of the victim, 
and translated his replies into English again, which 
the interpreter then delivered in Spanish for the 
benefit of the Court. Under these circumstances the 
examination was worthy to be classed for garrulity 
with the notorious Tichborne trial. 

After giving replies to a host of questions bearing 
on every feature of the case, which could not be 
evaded, and which confirmed the suspicions of the 
Government that the shipments weni not of guano, 
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but phosphate of lime, the eommissiou culraiiiat^^'J 
the inquiry by asking : 

" At what date did the biriU ccjuie to produce the 
substance you ship and call guano ? " 

To which the victim, after mature deliberation (in 
a voice of sorrow), replied, " I do not know;" and 
on being set at liberty a long deep sigh of relief 
burst from him, as if he were escaping from the hands 
of tormentors. 

The commission had now fulfilled the duties with 
which it had been charged, and the next day, Sunday 
the 28th, we embarked early, and with a fair breeze 
made a quick passage home. We entered the port 
of La Guayra a little before eight o'clock, but stayed 
on board the " Porteua " until the following morning. 

On our way to Ciir&cas we beard the news that the 
Blue party had just surrendered Ciudad-BoUvar. 

Thus ended the Government expedition, marked 
by many grotesque incidents which will remain fixed 
on the memory of those who took part in it, and 
interesting from the opportunity it afforded of study- 
ing the conformation of the well-known though little 



frequented island of Orchila. 




CHAPTER XVII. 



THE VALLEYS OP THE TUY. 



DISTRICTS OF YARE, SANTA TERES Ay AND SANTA LUCIA. 

" Ever charming, ever new, 
When will the landscape tire the view ? 
The fountain's fall, the river's flow, 
The wooded valleys, warm and low, 
The windy summit, wild and high, 
Roughly rushing on the sky ! 
The pleasant seat, the ruined tower. 
The naked rock, the shady bower ; 
The town and village, dome and farm, 
Each gives each a double charm. 
As pearls upon an Ethiop's arm." — Dyer. 

In the second week of February I undertook 
another trip to the Tuy to see districts not visited 
on the fonner occasion. My companions were Mr. 
Leseur, and Mr. Anton Goering, a young German 
naturalist who had been some years in the country. 

At five in the morning, when the sun began to 
" dapple the drowsy east with spots of grey," well- 
devised preparations for the future comfort of the 
travellers were in progress. As the brightening orb 
poured his earliest rays down upon the valley of 
Caracas, we started. After fording the Guaire, at 
some little distance from the river, our road lay 
through a deep cutting in a narrow range of hills 
which stretched out into the valley. At its exit was a 
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piaje, or toll-house, and the cuai-tel of Las Palomeraa ; 
the former a small hut, the latter a fine, large, substan- 
tial building, encircled by a broad veranda supported 
on stone pillars. From this place we croaaed a branch 
of the valley of Cardcaa. It was a swampy lowland 
overgrown with rank weeds, and quite out of keeping 
with the wholesome fertility and cultivation of the 
surrounding district. Oasis in the desert it was not, 
rather a desert amidst the oasis. 

In proof of the keen spirit of observation engendered 
by early rising, it may be mentioned that one of the 
party remarked that — " The rivers here all descend, 
and the maximum amount of hilly country we are 
passing through seems to be accompanied by the 
minimum quantity of level land ! " 

At Guayabo we found our ftiend Lovera busy 
cleaning and shipping his crop of coffee, of about 
looo quintales. Having many young trees coming 
forward, he expected each year to increase his pro- 
duction from ten to fifteen per cent. After breakfast- 
ing heartily on " San Cocho " and other good things 
— for Lovera hat! provided with even more liberality 
than formerly — we took the road again, stoppine 
frequently to permit our naturaHst to add to liis col- 
lection of animal, vegetable, and mineral specimens. 

During the course of our journey Mr. Goering mmle 
a statement which I should hesitate to give upon my 
own authority, but as it was told me by so eminent a 
scientific man, who further testified to its truth by 
making the pictorial representation of it which graces 
tlie next page, I feel that I should be guilty of an un- 



Oiap. xviL] A SNAKE STORY. 

pardonable omission if I did not give publicity to the 
very curious fact in natural history to which Mr. 
Goering's narrative relates. 

Being out botanizing, nruithologizing, and ento- 
mologizing in the mountains of Merida, in company 
with a servant, and whilst in search of specimens, Mr. 
Goering took off his boots to wade after some aquatic 
plants ; on returning to the spot where they had been 
put he found that a snake had bitten one of the 
boots and the poison had already swollen the leather 




to twenty times its original sizu. After shooting tlie 
.snake — which now adorns oui; of the museums of 
Eurnpe — the pair sat dowTi in the interests of science 
and watelu'd tht; gradual increase of the poisoned 
object. Whilst thus engaged there came on one of 
those heavy tropical showers which convert these 
districts into temporary rivers. As there was no 
other shelter near, the two nitturalistft crept int^i th& 
boot, and there [lasacil a w;inn and eomfortiibli 
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Next morning when they came forth they found that 
the boot had not been sleeping, as it was already 
nearly large enough for a cathedral, and the point 
where the snake's fangs had been set had tapered into 
so graceful an imitation of a spire, that the building 
as it 8tood was adapted, without any further alteration, 
into a church, which ia now served by the Franciscan 
monks I ! 

Mr. Goi^ring's first intention was to communicate 
this interesting circumstance to one of the many 
learned societies of which he is so distinguished a 
member, and I esteem it no mean proof of his friend- 
ship that he should allow me to be the first to publish 
so important a contribution to his favourite science ! 

We arrived at Ocumare in the evening, and put 
up at our old quarters, the shop of Sefior Medialdea, 
the principid merchant in the town, who is said to 
have been imprisoned more than once in consequence 
of having acquired a weakness for politics, an un- 
fortunate taste — when strongly developed — for a 
commercial man in the Republic. His shop was a 
general store, and therefore redolent of heterogen- 
eous odours. 

Next morning we visited a coffee plantation, a fine 
old place, nearly in ruins, known as El Mamon, the 
property of Sefior Simon Ugarte, who told me that 
he obtained only 250 quintales from the estate, wliich 
formerly jaelded 800. 

Coffe€ being the chief product of Venezuela, it may 
be well to explain the mode of its cultivation. It is 
grown on the elevated jilaius or mountain slopes, at an 
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altitude of not less than 700 to 1000 feet above the 
level of the sea ; lower it does not thrive so well. The 
crops from lands between 1000 and jocw feet high are 
most prolific, yet between the latter height and 5000 
feet, although the produce is not ao large, the berry is 
the finest. 

The coffee shrub flourishes best under large over- 
hanging trees, which serve as shade to the more deli- 
cate plants. In Brazil coffee is grown in the open, 
but in Venezuela — owing to the long dry season — 
the plant would suffer if it were not sheltered. The 
shrubs are usually grown in diamond-shaped rows, 
about three yards apart, and the trees in the eanic 
order, at a relatively greater distance from eaeh other, 
lending a beautiful and picturesque appearance to the 
plantation. Of these shade trees there are several 
species used, viz., the Sucare de fueyo, or fire tree 
[Eryihrina velutvia, E. umhrosa, E. dubia) ; Guamo 
rabo de mono, or monkey's tail tree {Inga lucida) ; 
Ilueso peacado, or fish-bone tree ; Orare {Inga liguit- 
cina) ; Gedro atnar(jo,OT bitter-cedar (Cedrela odorata) ; 
Cedro dutce, or sweet-cedar {laica cdtissima) ; Cedro 
hkinco del Rio-Negro, or the white-cedar of the Rio- 
Negro {Amyris altusima) ; Caobo, or mahogany 
{Swictenia maJtagoni) ; and tlie Saitian (Saman- 
acacia) ; but the must common is the Bucarc. This 
tree casts its leaves about March, after wbicb ito 
branches are covered with flowers of a deep 1 
colour, and bo luxuriant is the bloom that it « 
appear truly w* if it were bursting into i 

To thoMc who niiiy aiiticipnie u | 
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of coffee-growing and its pleasures — for all who have 
seen the process will bear me out in saying, that a 
Paradiae upon earth could not be more fitly repre- 
sented than by a Venezuelan coffee plantation — I give 
the following advice : — First, get the laud upon whit 
to form your plantation. In this you will find 
difficulty, as there is plenty of laud fur oil 
choose to possess it. Having got your titles to 
estate, then make arrangement with one of the neig] 
bouring peones, or native agriculturists, to plant 
with coffee and shade trees in the usual way. This 
\n the foimula adopted : 

" There's the land ; plant it for me, and aa 31 
aa the fruit appears I will pay you for planting I 
the meantime yon can use the land for your oi 
good." 

This the peon generally does i)y growing the I 
ana — one of his staple articles of diet — and other pij 
ducts between the coffee plants. The banana trees 
serve ita a temporary protection to the young and 
tender coffee shrubs till the permanent shade 1 
have grown up. 

About November, when coffee-picking takes pla 
many of the grains fall to the ground and gen 
These shoots are collected in the following May i 
June and placed in an almdciga — a sort of nuraei 
where they have light and air, but are protected f 
the direct rays of the sun. In May or June of 1 
third year they may be transplanted to the coffee 
lands, trees for temporary and permanent shade havi 
been already provided. The next year, the/onrih, yield 
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a good crop of bananas, but no coflFee ; the fifth year 
the plant bears fruit, but the grains are few and in- 
significant ; the siodh year the crop will about pay its 
expenses, and at this stage the young plantation is 
generally taken over by the landlord at the rate of three- 
pence, fourpence, or fivepence, for each shrub bearing 
fruit, according to the terms of the agreement made 
with the 'peon. The seventh year the harvest is far 
more abundant, and during the eighth the plant arrives 
almost at full maturity, and yields a magnificent crop, 
which repeats itself for thirty years. If then cut 
down it will spring up again, with the strength almost 
of a new plant. 

The cost of production on well-managed estates 
may be estimated as follows : — 



For Cultivation of the coffee plantation . 


I2.00 per 


quintal. 


„ Gathering the crop (La cosecha) 


2.00 


» 


„ Crushing or bruising the berry between 






rough metal rollers (Maquina para 






descerazar) 


•25 


» 


„ Steeping and washing before being 






sun-dried (La lavadura) . 


•25 


>» 


„ Drying in patio (La secada). 


•35 


»» 


jy Husking under a large wooden-edged 






roller called a trilla (La trillada) 


.35 


» 


„ Winnowing (La sopladura) 


•5 


>> 


,j Final processes, clearing the coffee 






grain from all extraneous matter 






(La escogida) .... 


•35 


» 


„ Freight to CarAcas (from the Tuy) 


1. 00 


>> 


„ Sundry expenses .... 


.40 


» 



Total I7.00 

The selling price of coflFee in Caracas during the past 
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fewyeara has averaged $20 pi.T quintal {100 liis.), thus 
leaving a handsome profit to the producer. 

Whilst we were watching the coffee-cleaning, Goer- 
ing secretly slipped two silver coins into one of the 




heaps. The old Indian workman, for whom the na- 
turalist intended them, was very much astonished at 
their appearance, and said they were a special gift of 
God, but whether intended for himself or his master 
Ugarte, puzzled him greatly. When told that they werr 
for himself, his pleasure was quite comical t 



d to behold_J 



No doubt he regarded this incident as a miracle, and 
03 we did not undeceive him, — for had he not as much 
right to enjoy his belief in supernatural favour as any 
one else ? — he has now probably a new saint to re- 
place some of the old ones who have ceased to work 
wonders. This was not the only example he had of 
the power asaociatod with Gocring 1 This Indian 
workman was a fine tyjie of an almost extinct race, 
and our artist subaequeutly encountering him on the 
road leading two dogs, commanded him to stand still 
for awhik' in order that he might sketch him. His 
astonishment when shown the picture of himself was 
unbounded, and he seemed to ilread that a portion of 
his individuality would disappear when the drawing 
wa« popped into CJoering's portfolio. 

In the evening we went to the cottage of a half- 
caste where there was a. fandango (a rough impromptu 
ball). We joined in some of the curious dances, and 
had for partners very pretty girls, whose dark looks 
plainly showed their origin. Fun of a fust and furioua 
order was kept up until two o'clock in the raorniug. 

The next day we rode to Leseur's hacienda of Upper 
Marare, and on the way we met an Indian womau, 
and made some inquiries as to the road we should take. 
In directing us she replied : " The white man depends 
upon his paper, but the Indian womau u]H)n her 
memory," Her map was certainly u goo*' 
the bntw of the hill we Ciime upon 
tribe, a little Indian tad alniut sevt 
nude, and ugly enough for an 
lb' was muuHiing sugnr-ca 
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one of the party gave a yell to see if he could frighten 
him, but with a countenaDce perfectly demoniacal 
the lad rushed at his provoker, knife in hand, and 
if his strength had been equal to hia will, the ag- 
gressor would have " gone over to the majority" on 
the spot. 

Thousands of paroquets and numbers of humming- 
birds were to be seen as we entered the plantation 
flitting about on the upper branches of the flowering 
shade trees, and the incessant chattering kept up by 
the former was far from agreeable. 

The hacienda of Upper Marare was producing up- 
wards of one pound of coffee for each ofits 22,000 trees, 
which is considered a very good yield for a young plan- 
tation. The lands of this estate were rich beyond all 
my previous experience, and extensive enough to hold 
above a million trees. It would cost about ^10,000 
to plant that number, but in three or four years, with 
ordinary luck, the outlay should be recouped. 

On the estate is the Choro dc Marare, a beautiful 
waterfall with a large pool, in which we refreshed oai> 
selves by bathing. 

Late in the afternoon, descending the serranfas of 
the Marare by a winding path, we came to a point 
near the brow of a steep hill, and there halted for a 
brief interval to allow Goeringto sketch the panorama 
which unfolded itself to our view. The broad un- 
dulating valley of the Tuy, swelling like a summer's 
ocean in all its picturesque beauty, lay smiling at our 
feet. Never before had I beheld Nature arrayed in 
such lovely attire. At the northern extremity of the 
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landscape the two prominent peaks of the coast range, 
the Silla and the Naiguati, showed their bold outlines ; 
nearer were seen long, broken, and irregular ranges of 
hills, at whose bases stretched the fields of the Tuy. 
The western sky was all a glow, and the soft yellow 
light, mellowed by the dying rays of the setting sun, 
spread athwart the scene. The broad valley was 
belted here and there by green serpentine bands of 
vegetation which marked the course of the Tuy and 
its tributary streams. It was difficult to think that 
this landscape, so calm and peaceful, had been the 
theatre of bloody war and fratricidal carnage. 
Serenity and Beauty seemed to be Nature's dumb 
messengers of peace to her children ; the pity was 
that — so few of them could read. 

I had arranged to give a ball to the peasantry of 
the district, and Leseur having offered the use of his 
patio and house of the hacienda of Lower Marare, 
about half-past seven my guests assembled. They 
were Indians, half-breeds, and some pure-blooded 
Venezuelans of the lower class ; the males came on 
foot, and the females on the backs of donkeys. For 
music we had a guitar, a harp, and the guaraguata, an 
Indian instrument made of the round shell of a gourd, 
loaded with shot. When vigorously shaken, it pro- 
duces sounds which are considered very satisfactory 
to those people who prefer quantity to quality. 

My guests appeared to enjoy themselves very 
much, and we had soon about twenty-five couples 
going through the graceful movements of their 
native dances. Some of the brunettes were pretty, 
and their charms were fully appreciated by their 
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partners, for the mazy dance was kept up into the 
" wee short hour ayont the twal." The mothers 
came to look after their daughters, and if it had been a 
Belgravian ball-room instead of the ■patio of a hacienda, 
they could not have been more jealoualy watched. 
Goering, who had dedicated his life to science, was 




much interested in those dark-eyed girls, and when I 
bantered him upon the closeness of his conversation 
with some of them, be protested that he was deeply 
engaged in anthropological research ; as these brown 
beauties were very interesting ethnological types, 
I anthropology seemed to be a very absorbing study, 
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and tlie girls appeared aa fond of it aa the naturalist. 
Goering's artistic powers also came into play, for be 
drew the portrait of a native humorist of the negro 
type, JoB^ Carmen de Ocumarc, who 8eeme<i to sub- 
sist on his powers of making fun, and to get through 
life with all the eomfort of a laughing philosopher. 




The portrait was a success, aud soon the artist was 
surrounded by a bevy of Ocumarcfias, who stood 
watching with wonder and some spice of envy as his 
nimble pencil transferrt-d to paper the graceful form 
of thp " Flnr del Tuy." In the intervals Iwtweeu 
the dances, papL-ra of cigarettes were handed round, 
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and the girls smoked in a coquettish manner aud with] 
much apparent aatiaiiaetion. This was the only in 
stance that came under nay notice of smoking by the] 
gentler sex, as the women of the better class in Vene-J 
zuela do not smoke. During the waltz the musieianffp 
sang wild improvisations in which the persona preseiife| 
were celebrated ; sometimes in terms of eulogy and 
sometimes with* humorous sarcasm. Two of c 
party were thus metrically advised to follow the € 
ample of the third and take each a Venezuelan womai 
for wife, and make the Venezuelan land his home I 

The next morning we were all tired with 
exertions of the previous day and night, and ind 
posed for much work ; Goering, however, went roun^ 
the piiehlo sketching the types of the different i 
who lived in it, whilst I accompanied him d 
ing his studies aud criticising his subjects, 
taking my share in the induction of this bi 
of the fine arts into the valleys of the Tuy. Son 
little amusement was drawn from the lamentablj 
spectacle of a group of little children who wei 
tumbling about in all the glories of nudity and dii 
The amount of demoralization which can be produa 
by the distribution of a few cents is great, and 
sufficient to make the most hopeful despair of humai 
nature when all the passions of humanity could 
roused in these urchins by jealousy. 

In the afternoon we were introduced to Genen 
Joaquin Herrera, who had come from Cua with 
guard of honour to accompany us to Santa Lucia 



r was missmf 



during a portion of the even 




Herreni, who was riding beside me, had lii» iitttiution 
ilirected to a suiike by tlie wayside which was en- 
twiuiid round a great lizanl. Without dismounting 
he borrowed a knee from one of hia troiijiers and 
with it pierced the head of the snake, raising aloft 
ihf riipulaivc tTu-ature and its prey on tlic poJut of 
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hia weapon. This was a dexterous feat considermg 
the amallneas of the reptile and the instrument with 
which it was accomplished. 

Contrary to the general opinion, snake-bites are but 
seldom fatal in Venezuela. Medical science has pro- 
bably yet to learn something from the remedios used 
by the people, and preserved traditionally in the in- 
fected districts. 

My intercourse with anakea has been of a limited 
character, but one incident I shall not soon forget. 
Some years ago in Lake County, California, whilst 
enjoying with a friend an open-air siesta, our repose 
was interrupted by a gentle rattling sound. Looking 
round we saw a fine rattlesnake, which seemed, from 
the course he was steering, desirous of making our 
acquaintance. I called my friend's dog, and the clever 
animal flew straight at it, caught it by the middle, 
and in less time than it takes to narrate the cLreum- 
stance, the deadly reptile had been bitten through by 
the teeth of " Faithful " and the pieces scattered to 
right and left. Next day, at the mouth of a tunnel, 
we came upon a serpent, variegated in colour, but 
harmless in character. The dog could distinguish 
friends from foes, and in place of trying to kill it, 
contented himself with pawing it about in a jocular 
manner. Was this instinct or reason 1 

On our way through the valleys of the Tuy we 
stayed several times under the trees to take a 
" remedio." It is astonishing how many infirraitiea 
one is afflicted with on such a journey ! At San 
Fi-aneisco dt: Yare we halted for breakfast, our host 
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being the military chief of the district. Afterwards 
we fraternized with the army, and very soon at my 
instigation improvised military sports were going on 
with great spirit ; but the captain soon put a stop to the 
leaping, jumping, racing, &c., explaining to me that 
such luxurious pastimes always demoralized soldiers. 
At the time the thermometer stood at 88"* in the shade ! 

The district of San Francisco de Yare contained 
thirty-two estates, two of which had disused cac&o 
haciendas ; eleven, with coflFee trees, had passed out of 
cultivation ; and twelve in working order produced on 
an average 147 quintales each. There were also five 
new coffee plantations which had not borne fruit, 
and two sugar estates which only produced a small 
quantity of sugar-cane. 

War has proved more disastrous to this large dis- 
trict than perhaps to any other in the valley, and the 
non-residence of the landowners is another crying 
evil. Many proprietors in Venezuela whom I have 
met could not tell me to within 5,000 or 10,000 
acres the extent of their own estates. If they were 
compelled to reside on them with their fimiilies for 
half the year, it would be an advantage both to them- 
selves and their workpeople. The landowners would 
then be centres from which moral sentiment and 
social refinement would radiate ; the people would 
look to them for the guidance and help they so 
greatly lack ; and an honourable career would be 
opened for the younger members of their families, 
now, alas I wasting their time in the capitiil. 

In the afternoon we came to the village of Santa 
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Teresa, which is almost circular in form, and con- 
tains a dilapidated church. There was a certain air 
of forced respectability about the place, and also evi- 
dences of the wretehednesa that often accompanies it. 

The Santa Teresa district included six cofl'ce plan- 
tations, with an aggregate produce of 435 quintales; 
two sugar estates having 140 acres under cultivation ; 
one cotton plantation producing 200 quintalea ; and 
four grazing farms. 

Between Santa Teresa and Santa Lucia there lies a 
l)eautiful and amazingly fertile district, enriched by 
many plantations. The Guaire falls into the river 
Tuy between these two places. Our road now followed 
the course of the Guaire, sometimes on one bank and 
sometimes on the other, and very often in the bed of 
the stream itself. The inhabitants of this comer of 
the Tuy valley regard the overflow of their river with 
different feelings to those with wliich the Egyptians 
regard the rise of the sacred Nile, for the Guaire is 
not navigable, and when it rises it forms an obstacle 
to land-transport for which the bed of the river is 
used, and when it overflows its banks numerous are 
the plantations entirely ruined by the catastrophe. 
The valley of Santa Lueia joins the eastern end of 
the valley of the Tuy, and forms a magnificent land- 
scape as seen from the heights. 

Towards sunset we reached Milagro, our destina- 
tion, the residencia del campo of General M. D. 
Rivero, situated in the suburbs of the town of Santa 
Lucia, and approached through an avenue of lemon 
trees, backed by a double row of tall imperial palms 
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which gave grace and beauty to the place, and re- 
minded tlie beholder of the entrauee to Fairy-land. 

After dinner, the whole party, including the Gene- 
ral's family, sat under the wide corridor enjoying the 
beautiful night, and talking about the affairs of the 
land. Although the military element was in force, 
I waa, as all through the excursion, the apostle of 
peace, urging upon every one its absolute necessity. 

The fatigue experienced from our thirty miles' ride 
was very apparent tlie next day ; we therefore rested 
moat of the time under the shade in the plantation 
of General Rivero, and watched the ever-interesting 
work going on amongst the coffee and cacio trees. 
In the afternoon we dragged ourselves to the top of 
a steep hill from which we got a charming view of 
the valley and the surrounding country. The fertility 
seemed almost beyond compare, and the beauty on 
all sides was everything that the heart could desire. 

There were forty-uine coffee estates in the district 
of Santa Lucia ; twelve of them pnxluced eac4o, 
and three of them sugar ; one cac^ estate where 
sugar was also cultivated, and one exclusively devoted 
to the cane. Five estates had been abandoned or were 
only used for grazing purposes. The total annual 
coffee iTop amounted to 7881 quintales, an average of 
about 160 quintales for each hacienda. The cae^o 
produced was 800 quiutalea ; and there were about 
300 acres under sugar-cane. 

This district lies somewhat out of the Ix^aten trackj 
of revolution. The town of Snnta Lucia had a large" 
industrious working populnlioii, luid iiitdligfut owners 
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who were not ashamed of looking personally after 
their own properties. Two estates, El Volean and , 
Santa Cruz, both belonging to Seflor Juan BautisteJ 
Machado, were considered to be the model plantationfr^ 
of the Republic. 

Before sunrise, on the morning after our day of 
rest, we left the hospitable mansion of Milagro, where 
we had agreeably passed two days, and soon came upoi^l 
the river Guaire, whose course as it led into thSi 
mountains we followed for some distance. The r 
now wound iilong in zig-zag fashion and rose va 
rapidly, the highest point being 3500 feet above th( 
level of the aea. Near the summit was the fine cofieAf 
plantation owned by Mr. Carlos Hahn of Cardcas, 1 
and managed by a German, who had there opened 
a very respectable jjoaada. After repast and rest 
at this establishment I felt that I had a much betrter 
opinion of the Teutons than before, excluding there- 
from only Goering when he showed me the sketch 
he had made for the amusement of the landlord and 
Leseur of " England's representative in Tmjillo I " 

Our road on to Petare led through the famoai 
coffee district of Los Mariches, where my friend SeJiO] 
Emilio Yanes owns much land, half of which 
would willingly make over to immigrants who wou] 
agree to settle upon it. We passed the large co£Fe| 
plantation of General Rafael Pacheeo, which ia said 
to be the most productive in this department of t 
State of Bolivar, and through the kindness of 1 
dneno (proprietor) I am able to vouch for the exa 
lency of the coffee grown thereon. Owing to its proxi 
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mity to the capital Los Mariches has not suflFered from 
absenteeism. From the road leading down to Petare 
we could see an immense tract of country; below 
lay the village, and beyond, looking westward, wa« 
the city of Cardcas, with its large valley intervening, 
bounded on the north by the Silla and the Naiguatd 
mountains of the coast chain, and south by the broken 
ranges dividing the valleys of Car&cas and Tuy. The 
rays of the sun descending towards the horizon gave 
a splendour to the landscape, for corn-fields, sugar- 
cane lands, woods of the glowing bucare, forest, vale, 
mountain, town, and village, were all tinged with his 
golden beams, and made a picture which am never 
be forgotten. After a short stay at Petare we reached 
Sabana Grande, where we called upon Seftor Lisboa, 
and then proceeded to Cai-dciis. 

The statistical details given in relation Uj the Tuy 
are the result of an inquiry made at my instigation 
by Sefior Carlos Patrullo, one well quaHfied for the 
work. The Tuy valley entire contains 204 estates. 
The coflFee produced annually in the various districts 
may be thus stated : — 



1 

I)I8TMICT8. 


; Numbor 

1 **' 
' Eetatcii. 


Number 

producing 

CofTeo. 


Quantity of 

Coffee produccfJ 

annually. 


Ocuiiiarc 
Yarc . 
Cua 
Taciita . 
Charallave 
Santa Lucia 
Santa Teresi 


1 40 

32 

1 38 

, 10 

56 
I 13 


28 
12 

1 27 

4 
13 

^ 1 


6,792 quintales. 

1774 
8,300 

1,140 „ 
2,460 „ 

7,881 

435 




204 


139 


28,782 quintalcB. 
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The money value of the produce was 1575,640, 
or an average of about I4140 for each hadenda. 

I was veiy much impressed during my visit with 
the productiveness of the Tuy valley. It has all the 
bounteous fertility and loveliness associated in our 
minds with the lost Paradise. No richer soil exists, 
and with paz, hrazoa y dinero (peace, labour, and 
means), it might become one of the principal footjl- 
produdng centres of the world. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

PEACE CELEBRATIONS IN THE CAPITAL. 

" Down the dark future, through long generations, 
The echoing sounds grow fainter, and then cease ! 
And, like a 1h;11, with solemn, sweet vibrations, 
I hear once more the voice of Christ say, * Peace ! ' 

** Peace ! and no longer from its brazen portals 
The blast of War's great organ shakes the skies, 
But, beautiful as songs of the immortals, 
The holy melodies of love arise." 

— LONGFKLLOW. 

I ALWAYS returned tx) Caracas with renewed plea- 
sure after my various excursions into the country. 
The social life of the capital had an agreeable variety 
about it which I exceedingly enjoyed. The oppor- 
tunity now offered itself of seeing the city in high 
Jiesta^ one of those kind of rejoicings about which we 
in England by experience know nothing. 

The victory of the Apure was felt to be the close of 
one, and the beginning of another era. Although the 
Blues might prolong the struggle for a time, its result 
was beyond doubt, for the triumph of the Liberals 
was considered by all complete. When the President 
returned to the capital " covered with the green 
laurels he had gathered on the malarious swamps of 
the Apure, and on the deadly banks of the Arauca," 
there was every disposition to give him an enthusiastic 
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welcome. It was not only the great captain of tb 
nation that the people hailed, but the man who helJ 
out the olive-branch of peace to a country torn anm 
distracted by civil strife. 

His progress to Cai-S.eas on his return from the ' 
campaign was a series of ovatious. The different 
villages through which he passed received him witl 
the greatest enthusiasm. Three days before 
arrival in Caracas the city was converted into 
workshop by the preparations made for his adventi 
Doors and windows were hung with banners an4l 
■ftTcaths ; and the public bmldings were artistically 
adorned with iiowers, flags, lamps, and lanterns. In the 
evening the streets were crowded by the multitude 
who Iiad turned out to see the whole city in a blaze o 
artificial light, and illuminated with almost noond 
brightness. The route by which General Guzman \ 
expected to make his entrance had of course receive* 
special attention ; floral arches, silken flags, and pietuj 
wreathed with roses and laurels, docked the way. 

In the Plaza de San Pablo stood a grand triumphi 
arch, designed by Ramon Bolet, the first of its b 
ever raised in Venezuela. On this arch were picti 
representing the meeting of the difl'erent contingent^ 
of the grand army, the attack on the Cano de Guariap 
the Cafio Amarillo, and the rout of the Blues 
Arauca. An inscription dedicated the arch to ■ 
victoiious army of the Apure and its leader. Thfjl 
President on his approach to the capital sent foi 
ward the triumphal ear prepared for him, and 3 
into the city on horseback. In response to 
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cheers of the people, he addressed them in words at 
once earnest and impressive : . . . " Venezuela is now 
entering u^Kin the true path of peace and progress, 
and the nation will quickly take her proper place 
amongst the republics of the New World. To this 
end I pledge my word, and to it I dedicate my 
Btrength." 




The Plaza de Bolivar in the evening was all hrilliiuit 
with lights, Howers, and laurels. In the eentrc of th<i 
sfpiare stood a simple and elegant monument, which 
Herved a« an altar for the bust of Bolivar and for the 
portrait of the I'resident ; it was decnrati^d with gar- 
liUi'ls of paImN !in<l flowi-i-M, n\\\\ Ir(iphii-« of ihi; lat*; 
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battles. In all direetLons were to hv seen wavia 
the tricolour of the young Republic. The fool 
tains, standing one at each comer of the Plaza re- 
presenting the four seasons, were converted into four 
statues of Spring by the floral robes in which they 
were attired. Round the Pkza runs a footpath Uued 
with trees. Wire ropes had been paaaed from branch 
to branch, and on these an immense number of 
Chinese lanterns were hung, which, when lighted, gave 
fairy enchantment to the scene. It was a genuine 
ovation. The decorations, the crowded streets, the 
children carrying wreaths of flowers, the bells ringing, 
the guns discharging, the music, and the shoutt 
of " Viva la Paz ! " " Viva el Gran Pacificator ! 
all seemed to show that the people were holf-n 
with joy, and had determined to give the victor i 
the Apure the heartiest possible reception. 

On ealhng upon the President with some Venezuela! 
friends, he expressed his regret that I had not I 
with him in the Apurc to have seen the decision 
battle, and the famous llanos of that State. 

Speaking of the war he said : " Peace is now i 
ally restored to the Republic as the oligarchal ] 
is at its last gasp ; its great army from which i 
much was expected has been complet-ely routed, 
all that remains of it are insignificant fragment 
roaming about as guerilla bands." 

The return of the President was the signal txA 
much social rejoicing, and it required a strong c 
stitution to withstand the effects of the numeroni 
dinner-parties and balls for which it formed the cscuw 
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At one of these gatherings the seventeen guests 
who were round Leseur's table included only one 
Anglo-Saxon, myself, and yet all of them spoke our 
language. I remarked that this was a great compli- 
ment to my country, but a German nest to me 
demurred, and said, "Foreigners are obliged to learn 
English, as your eountrjnnen are unable to acquire 
any language but their own." My health was drunk 
as the youngest person in the company. According 
to the calendar used on such occasions I was juat a 
year old, it l>eing the anniversary of my arrival in 
Venezuela, 

On the 6th of Manjh the AUo Coiherciu, princi- 
[)ally foreigners, offered the President, his cabinet, and 
the generals -in-chief of his army, a banqui^t at the 
Hotel Parodi. As aliens, the merchants could not be 
expected to be political partizans, the dinner was felt 
therefore to be an expression of their confidence in tlie 
stability oif the coming peace. The diplomatic corps 
was invited to attend, but most of its memben* 
declined. Whilst the wisdom of not identifying 
themselves with any specific party ciinnot be doubted, 
yet their refusal whs to be regretted, for in (.-elebrating 
a peace it is necessary not to forget the peaeeniakent. 
The great hall of the hotel had been decorated and 
prepared for the occasion with a due reganl to artistic 
effect; but though the embellishments were sliowy, 
the viands were bad, and the service wontc The 
contractors must have realised a handsome profit, for 
they were well paid, and the catering was atrocious 
when conipand with many of the public Imnqucts (1 




attended) at the Caft5 del Avila, managed by 
Ddefonso Meseron y Aranda, and at the Hot«I 
Amand, by the Sefiora St. Amaud. If the 
waa bad, the speaking was good, and all presei 
pressed sentiments of hope for peace and pn>gr« 
On the fol].min<r dav the President, n<"fompJin 



his cabinet, the officials of the Goverameut, aad| 
of the leading citizens of Caracas, went in , 
the Cathedral, where a Te Deum was sinxg 
brate the late vietorj'. It is an inipreBsivo] 
to sec those whnsc trout was high and foarlewl 
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battle bowed down before the name which Christians 
adore. 

" They kneel, and through the fluttering air 

Melodious thunder swells and rolls, 

And from that mass of human souls 
Bursts forth — because those men afar 
Were slaughtered in a bloody war — 

Thanka to the living God ! " 

Of all the social festivities the most pleasant was a 
trip to Catuchc. This is a small valley or ravine to 
the north of Cardciis, and through it flows the little 
stream of the Catuche that supplies the town with 
water. The party was chiefly composed of the literary 
men of the capital : Generals Ramon de la Plaza, Pedro 
Toledo Bermiidez, Nicanor Bolet Peraza, Leopoldo Ter- 
rero, and Diego Hugo Ramirez ; Doctors Santiago Ter- 
rero de Atienza and Rafael Dominguez ; and Senores 
Ramon Bolet and Adolfo and Eduardo Blanco. If the 
place had been destitute of all attractions of its own 
we should still have had a ** good time." The scenery 
was, however, very fine, and added to the intellectual 
pleasures which formed the chief attraction of the day, 
for amongst those present we had tident of varied de- 
scriptions, and in the course of our excursion Fiction, 
Poetry, Tragedy, and Burlesque contributed to our 
gratification.* Bolet was busy sketching some of the 
beautiful l)its of scenery which surrounded us, whilst 

• Two of the stories which were given at the picnic by the name- 
sake of the great Bernnidez were as follows : — 

" During the War of Independence General Jos6 Francisco Bermiidez 

I was stationed in Cuman^ with 1000 soldiers. The royalist forces whom 

I lie resolved to attack were estimated at 4ocx>. Bermiidez having mounted 

bis horse, rode up to his own troops and addressed them to the follow- 

^ ing effect : 'The enemy is 4000, you are icxx), and I, myself, am equal 
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other pencils less facily tbau hia own were occupied lu 
caricaturing the party present. An old copey tree 
covered with creepers, standing close by, formed our 
head-quarters. Here, from a tribune of logs addresses 
were delivered. Not the least important part of the 
day's proceedings was the cooking of the " San Cocho," 
It is an old proverb, that too many cooks spoil the broth, 
but it does not always hold good, for every one took 
part in the preparation of the national dish and ex- 
cellently it turned out. Ramon Bolet, amongst other 
sketches, made one of Los Mesedores, where 
youths of Cardcas come to swing amidst the 
nature providing them with ropes. 

The week following the celebrations, the German 
Minister, Von Gulieh, gave an evening party, which 
was a brilliant affair of its kind, many members of 
the diplomatic corps were present and were enter- 
tiiined with tea by their fellow-ambassador. About 
the same date there were several earthquakes : two 
shocks were felt on the 12th, one of them being ver>" 
severe. 

The Venezuelan Commission for the Exhibition of 
London, of which I was a member, held its meetings 
in my rooms. Eventually the Republic was not 
represented at the great international show, as the 
objects selected for 1S72 were not amongst the staple 
products of the country.'"' 

and it was so, for the lurjjir 



ti> 3000 ; tlie victory nmat be ours ! ' — and 
I'lirce capilulateii." 

And Bgain ; " Bolivar wan aloioet hopelessly worstn! in Giirc«l<ma, 
when BurmiUez came to save him. Tliey embraced after thb 11^1)^1 when 
Bolivar said to Eeniiiide*, ' Yoa are llie liberlador dtl LiberUidor' 
(Lil*rator of the Liberator)." 

' At the Vienna Bx\ii.\AVvow,Nm.iM,ueUiieceivtd sescnil [irixes. 
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On the 1 8th of March died Padre Blanco, dear 
to Venezuela in his double character of priest and 
patriot. He was the last survivor of that noble band 
which proclaimed the independence of the New Worid. 
As a priest he was loved for the purity of his 
character, whilst the distinguished patriotism which 
actuated him is best shown by the fact, that, after 
having been the custodian of the national treasury, he 
died at the age of ninety leaving no other wealth 
than the collection of facts concerning his friend 
Bolivar, which he left to be made use of in any future 
history that might be written of the Liberator. 
Blanco was truly a member of the Church Militant, 
and accompanied the army of Bolivar in the entire 
course of its varied fortunes in the sanguinary 
struggle that ended in breaking the yoke of Spanish 
oppression and misrule. He had the advantage that 
very few enjoy, of hearing the verdict of four genera- 
tions upon the deeds to which he had devoted the 
energies of his manhood. Seventy years given to the 
service of his country entitled him to the respect- 
ful affection of his compatriots, which was univer- 
sally accorded. Although his death at his advanced 
age could not be unexpected, it produced a painful 
sensation in the capital, and the mourning for the 
honest old patriot was universal. 

He was a member of a charitable fraternity which 
in the ordinary course would have conducted his 
funeral, but in the case of the last survivor of the 
men who, on the 19th April 18 10, had commenced 
the gigantic work of South American independence, it 
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was thought only fittiiig that the State should accord 
him funeral honours. In the absence of the President, 
the venerable Sefior Antonio L. Guzman attended 
as chief representative of the nation. Many members 
of the cabinet, clerical dignitaries, and a host of dis- 
tinguished citizens, were also present. The miUtary 
forces of the capital marched with the national ban- 
ner furled and bordered with black crape, whilst the 
band played martial music. It was five o'clock in the 
afternoon when the funeral procesi^ion left the cam 
morttLoria and passed through the crowded streets 
(the body lying on the bier with the face exposed to 
view) to the Cathedral, where the last solemn services 
were sung over the dead. This part of the ceremony 
did not end until eight o'clock in the evening.* 

With reverential feelings the mourners committed 
to the' kindly keeping of mother earth, one, who 
through good and evil report, had toiled and struggled 
with all the simplicity and austerity of a Spartan 
republican for his fatherland. 

The Semana ScDita (Holy Week) was celel)rated on 
a grander saile in Cardcas than in Barcelona, whore 
1 had participated in the ceremony in the previous 
year. The Venezuelans, as I have ol)served before, 
are a religious people after their fashion, although 
that fashion varies fi'om the English one. To an out- 
sider it appeared that religion and recreation divi^led 
the time between them, for the spectators, like myself, 

* At funenils in Venezuela it is usual for a near relative of the 
deceaaed to stand at the church door, and sliake hands with all \vh(» 
have attended and thank them individually for being present. 
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were almast as grrat \u uziL'.^-.z w. '.l': iTvoTrrr^? o: 
Holy Week of 1872. wrJ:ii -s-i.? l^ --.: '.'l-. zt^jt. im- 
pressive that had Vx-eL : r ^rir r-r^r-. T-r VTrn wti.* 
crowded with people, -^zi-i it fivr: ^'.-i r. jc 11 tl^ -v.rii- 
ing the worsliipp.-r- :r.yi'A it'jUa :!•: •vi'irvL and 
pajraded the stn.'et.s aii'i v.u.'ir-r- "ji.:!^ 11: Li::;:.:. wh»rii 
they returned to tht.ir ^taning [y^LL:. E*/:!: -rvriiiii;; 
this was repeated, but th^.- ohurcL-:-^ hid d:v;d..-d th- 
days amongst thems^.-lvr'S, h'» xh-.x ojj W<rdu^.ylay th«- 
procession started fr<»ni the Cath^r<3rd. aud on Thurs- 
day from San Pahlo. Tlir* ht*t iiatn-d is con.-iderf-d 
to be the most stately of all. 

The <*eremonv of offi.'rin;r the k»-v of tin.- SarUaario 
to the representative of tlie j^eople was jx-rformed on 
Thursday and Friday. The President of th<- Rei»ul^lic, 
or, in his al)S(*nee, th«.* next liighest otfi<:ial, reeeivcs 
from the Head of the f'hunh a gohlen key whicli un- 
locks the Sanetuni S,an('toruni in whirh is kept thi* 
(consecrated host. This kev th<! <*hief ma^jistratr 
hangs round his nuck by a gohlen rhain and wears 
during the pr<x:;ession. 

Tlic ndigious festival concludes with the execution 
of the traitor Judas, whose similitudes stuffed with 
fireworks are ignominiously exjJoded in nearly every 
square. These images are not infrequently made the 
vehicle of expressing personal or pcilitical dislike. 

The civil war has not prevented some attention 
being paid to literature;* several of the piomine^ 
public men having wielded the pen of tf 
Under the circumstances the number 

See A|4N;iidii J. and Q, 
VOL. I. 
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and the ability with which they were conducted 
seemed to me highly creditable to the people. The 
following titles are transcribed jfrom copies in my 
possession, most of which were presented to me by 
Dr. S. Terrero de Atienza : — 



I 



Name. 

La Opinion Naconal the (chief 
paper in the Republic, and the 
Goyemment organ) 

El Labrador (Industrial) . 

El Abec^ (Educational) 

La Revista (Purely Literary) . 

Gaceta Mazonica de Venezuela 
(Freemason's Journal) . 

Registro Oficial del Estado Boli- 
var (Official) .... 

Diario del Comercio (Commer- 
cial) 

El Comercio (Commercial) 

El Carabobeiio (Political) . 

La Discusion (Political) 

Gaceta Olicial (Official) . 

El Onlen (Political) . 

El Pobrecito Hablador (Politi- 
cal) 

La Opinion Liberal (Political) . 

Boletin Oficial (Official) . 

El Liberal (Political) . 

La Causa del Pueblo (Political) . 

Gaceta Oficio de Guarico (Offi- 
cial) 

El Monitor (Political) 

El Porvenir (Political) 

El Liceo (Political) . 

Boletin Oficial (Official) 

Ija Concordia (Political) 



Where PubUshed. 


Caracas. 


State of Bolivar. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


La Guayra. 


Do. 


Puerto-Cal)ello. 


State of Carabobo 


Valencia. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Ciudad-Bolivar. 


State of (fUavaiia. 


Do. 


I)<\ 



San Fernando. State nf Ajmn*. 

Do. Do. 

Maraciiybo. State of Zulia. 

Do. Do. 

Calabozo. State of (iuarie<». 

Do. Do. 

San Cristobal. State of Taobira. 



Cumanjl. 

Coro. 

Triijillo. 



State of Cumana. 
State of Coro. 
State of Tnijillo. 



The Acidemia Espauola, the authority that lor 
fTonoratioiia has watchc<l ovrr the purity ninl ])n^orivss 
of the Spanish hinguagv, rosolvc^d in 1870 to iriv«^ 
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liberty to its members in South America to form 
auxiliary societies, under the title of Academias corre- 
spondientes. These were to be in intimate association 
with the body at Madrid, and the initiative was in 
all cases to be taken bv not less than three of those 
who were already its corresponding memlx?rs. In 
Colombia an academy of this nature was formed, but 
in Venezuela it was found impossible. The reason 
was, that although there was an adequate number of 
members of the academy amongst the literati of the 
Republic, they were not all in the country ; one was 
travelling in France, another was at Lima, and a 
third in England, so that there was not a resident 
nucleus sufficient for the purpose. 



END OF VOL. I. 
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